Nature-Based Recreation at Lake Berryessa
by Peter Kilkus

The Napa County General Plan defines Nature-Based Recreation as recreation which takes place in and around,
and is significantly focused on, the natural environment, including but not limited to walking, hiking, equestrian
and mountain bicycle riding, camping in tents, recreational vehicles, and rustic cabins, wildlife viewing, fishing,
hunting, picnicking, swimming in lakes and rivers, and paddling.

Another general description of Nature Based Recreation is that people use natural areas to participate in
activities such as walking, recreating with family and friends, sightseeing, picnicking, and viewing nature scenery,
which are among the most popular outdoor recreation activities.

The Lake Berryessa Revitalization Program includes nature-based recreation as a key goal in any resort
redevelopment. All the bids received over the years, including recent ones from Sun Outdoors, Suntex Marinas
(Pleasure Cove Marina), Camp Margaritaville Resorts, and Collective Retreats include strong commitments to
environmental management and nature-based recreation.

Lake Berryessa has always been a perfect destination for nature-based recreation and has been known as such
for many years. When | restarted the Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce in 2005, we promoted nature-
based recreation as a main reason to visit the lake. This was our 2007 brochure which was distributed widely in
the Sacramento-Bay Area region.
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The Bureau of Reclamation has promoted nature-based recreation at Lake Berryessa for many years. It has an
excellent series of informative brochures available for download at:

https://www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/media-library.html

which includes:
Photo Albums: Recreation, Scenery, Wildlife, Wild Flowers

Brochures: Bird Checklist, Fishing, Guide Snakes, Watchable Wildlife, Junior Ranger Activity Book
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The best report ever written about Lake Berryessa's recreation potential, including nature-based recreation, is
the Ragatz Report written in 2017 and available for download at the link below.
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Lake Berryessa: An Untapped Resort Development Opportunity

https://www.lakeberryessanews.com/resources/References-PDFs/2017-Ragatz-Report-Full.pdf

Lake Berryessa itself, the five concession areas and the surrounding environs offer many unique and
outstanding attributes, as discussed in the previous section — accessibility, size, extensive shoreline and surface
area, beautiful scenery in a very natural setting, some of the best fishing in the state, large enough to offer both
nature-based and motor-based activities without interference, and a wide array of family-oriented outdoor
recreation opportunities.

The challenge and opportunity are to redevelop the five concession areas into resorts that more appropriately
reflect the lifestyle of today’'s participants in outdoor recreation — higher quality, more variety, greater
convenience, more nature-based (but not forgetting the ever-popularity of motor boats and RVs), more family-
oriented, etc. If more care is given to these important trends, Lake Berryessa has the opportunity to: (1) become
a significant year-round destination for the almost 10 million people in the PMA (Primary Market Area); (2)
significantly impact the economy of Napa County; (3) be profitable to appropriately selected concessionaires;
and (4) do so while maintaining and enhancing the natural environment.



