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.....NEW on the MARKET......
211 Berryessa Drive

228 Manzanita Lane

Berryessa Pines Hideaway
2 BR / 1.5 Baths
Ten Minutes North of Spanish Flat
Expansive Lake Views
Large Party Deck
Oversized 2 Car Garage & Carport
Nearby Boat Launching at
Putah Creek Recreation Area
Walk to Residents' Beach

Berryessa Highlands Beauty
2 BR/ 2 full baths
Great Lake Views
Huge Garage & Storage Plus
Off-Street Boat Parking
Shows True Pride of Ownership
Updates & Upgrades Inside & Out
Five Minutes to Boat Launch &
Beach at Steele Canyon Rec Area

$425,000

$449,000
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Congressman Thompson Tours Lake Berryessa with Interior Department Officials:
Discusses Managing Partner Agreement With Napa County
Rep. Mike Thompson announced that he met with
Department of Interior and Bureau of
Reclamation officials on Monday, September 10,
to tour Lake Berryessa and discuss the progress of
negotiations on the Managing Partner Agreement
(MPA) to operate recreation areas at the lake with
Napa County. Thompson released the following
statement at the conclusion of that tour.
“I just finished touring Lake Berryessa with top
officials from the Department of Interior and the
Bureau of Reclamation and was heartened by
productive discussions with them about
negotiations regarding the MPA and related lease
agreements.

Reclamation. Molly Rattigan, Deputy County
Executive Officer, had briefed Congressman
Thompson on the relevant County issues prior to
the tour.
Although Williams and Ewell are not in the
Bureau of Reclamation chain of command,
hopefully they are high enough within the
Department of the Interior structure to have some
influence on Secretary Zinke to take action to
support the Lake Berryessa Managing Partner
Agreement and the critical requirement to allow
the County to negotiate 50 year contracts with
potential new concessionaires.
*****
Dear Secretary Zinke:

Finalizing this agreement is critical to the
recreational and economic vitality of our region
and I was glad to see the positive response from
federal officials as they toured the lake and saw it
first-hand. I look forward to an outcome that
boosts our entire district, following upcoming
meetings between the Bureau and the county.”

I tried to reach you on the personal cell number
you gave me at the Migratory Bird Conservation
Commission meeting, but was unable to leave a
message. I'm sending this letter hoping that you'll
be able to exercise leadership on this pressing
issue.

Department of the Interior (DOI) officials were
Todd Willams, Deputy Secretary (DOI), and
Austin Ewell, Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Water & Science (DOI). Also touring the lake
with Congressman Thompson were Drew
Lessard, Area Manager, Bureau of Reclamation,
Central California Area Office and Margaret
Bailey, Lake Berryessa Park Manager, Bureau of
Reclamation.

For the past eighteen years, the Bureau of
Reclamation has failed to operate Lake Berryessa
in a way that promotes both high quality
recreation,
and
long-term
sustainable
management. I have spent years trying to support
the Bureau's efforts to bring the resorts back
online, and restore Lake Berryessa's economic
viability. Unfortunately, your folks have been
unreliable partners in that endeavor.

Mr. Williams and Mr. Ewell had been asked by
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to meet with
Congressman Thompson on their trip out west to
inspect Whiskeytown Lake after the CARR Fire in
Shasta County. The meeting was a response to
Congressman Thompson’s August 7th letter to
Secretary Zinke printed here.

Now, in the eleventh hour, they appear either
unwilling or unable to bring concessions to the
Lake's shore under the management of Napa
County. This failure by the Bureau is bad for
recreation, business and taxpayers. Their actions
and lack thereof are hurting my constituents,
fellow Californians and our national treasury.
According to Thompson’s staff, the meeting went Please take a moment to review this matter and
well and Thompson was able to answer questions call me as soon as is convenient. This is no way to
that Secretary Zinke and his team had about Napa run things. Thank you for your consideration.
County’s negotiations with the Bureau of Mike Thompson

October 8, 2017: Atlas Fire 1-Year Later
October 8, 2018: The Fires Never Stop
The October 2017 Northern
California wildfires, also
known as the Northern
California firestorm, were a
series of 250 wildfires that
started burning across the state
of California beginning in early
October.
Seventeen separate wildfires
were reported at that time.
These fires included the Tubbs
Fire (which grew to become the
most destructive wildfire in the
history of California), the Atlas
Fire, Nuns Fire, and others.

billion in fire suppression costs.
Through the end of August
2018, Cal Fire alone spent $432
million on operations. The
Mendocino Complex Fire
burned more than 459,000
acres, becoming the largest
complex fire in the state's
history, with the complex's
Ranch Fire surpassing the
Thomas Fire to become
California's
single-largest
modern wildfire. On August 4,
2018, a national disaster was
declared
in
Northern
California, due to the massive
wildfires burning there.

Shortly after the fires ignited on
October 8 and 9, they rapidly
grew to become extensive, full- Lake Berryessa residents were
scale incidents spanning from spared any local tragedies until
1,000 acres to well over 20,000 July.
acres, each within a single day.
(Continued on Page 2.)
By October 14, the fires had
burned more than 210,000
acres while forcing 90,000
people to evacuate from their
homes.
The Northern California fires
killed at least 44 people and
hospitalized at least 185,
making the week of October 8,
2017, the deadliest week of
wildfires in California history.
And then came 2018.
The 2018 California wildfires
were a series of wildfires that
burned across the state. A total
of 6,568 fires had burned an
area of 1,502,293 acres as of
September 25. The fires caused
more than $3.336 billion in
damages, including $1.78
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(Continued from Page 1.)
Rather, we had all been suffering from an
almost PTSD-type of foreboding as fires
burned around us, especially the approach
of the County Fire, which ultimately
burned through 90,288 acres. The fire
started in Guinda due to an improperly
installed electric livestock fence unit and
burned inexorably south to Hwy 128 at
Monticello Dam.
The fire burned over the top of Berryessa
Peak and for the first time in the history of
Lake Berryessa the fire burned all the way
down to the east side shoreline. Smoke
from the fires filled the Lake Berryessa
for weeks and added to the general
unease. Beautiful sunsets did not make up
for the smell of smoke and the inability to
see from one end of the lake to the other.
There was much concern that the County
Fire could jump the Narrows and head
towards the Berryessa Highlands.
Fortunately, this did not happen, and a
week of conscious and subconscious fear
abated. But then came July 28, 2018 and
a major disaster in the Berryessa
Highlands!
The Steele Fire destroyed homes and
dreams after flames broke out suddenly
around 4:30 p.m., Saturday, July 28,
2018. And despite many years of tree and
brush clearing by the Berryessa
Highlands Fire Safe Council aimed at
preventing a fire like the County Fire from
burning towards the Highlands, this fire
started right inside the community on
Arroyo Grande.

p r o p o s e d
regulations for a
host of reasons. In a
letter
to
the
S W R C B ,
supervisors
the
They, plus all the other resources on land declared
regulations
to
be
a
and in the air, are the reasons so much of the
“solution
in
search
Highlands neighborhood is still here.
of a problem.”
The first rains of the 2018-2019 season have
to
fallen - 0.75 inches on Tuesday, October 2. Fast-forward
2019.
The
rules
Lake Berryessa air is finally clear again. But
as with the fires of 2017, those of 2018 will were passed, everyone suffers, with no
compelling environmental benefits. And
not soon be forgotten.
the difference between needing to install
*****
an engineered system rather than a
State Turdometrics Regulations
standard system? A few inches of dirt in
Negatively Impact Rural Napa
the drip (leach) field!
County Residents
by Peter Kilkus
In 2009 new rules regulating on-site
wastewater treatment systems - also
known as septic tanks - were being
proposed by the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB). If the state
approved the new rules, some speculated
the cost could run into the thousands of
dollars. This was a hugely incorrect
underestimate. Now in 2019 the cost of a
new standard septic system will run at
least $20,000 - and an “engineered”
system will run at least $45,000.

Struggling Recycling Companies Urge Napa Consumers
To Clean Up Their Acts

Firefighters no doubt saved a half dozen
houses on Woodhaven Ct. And the first on
scene CAL FIRE Engine out of Spanish Flat
was right there with them, as close to the fire
as they could get, deflecting the fire away
from Woodhaven.

The issue of septic tanks’ impact on the
environment popped up after certain
conditions developed in Santa Monica
Bay in Southern California causing
concern among wealthy landowners
there. This prompted the SWRCB to
develop new regulations to prevent that
kind of thing from happening again,
despite the fact that the conditions in
Santa Monica were nothing like the rest of
California.

The fire swept uphill in dry conditions and
had burned several houses at the top of the
ridge on Headlands Drive in less than an
hour. Seven homes at the top of Headlands
Drive burned, and one on Woodhaven
Court. Total acreage burned was 135.
In 2009 Supervisor Diane Dillon called
Neighbors helping neighbors absolutely the proposed regulations onerous because
saved homes on Arroyo Grande, they propose a one size fits all solution.
Woodhaven, and beyond - and helped save Dillon said. “They want to apply the same
lives by getting residents’ attention for regulations to areas that don’t have a dirty
evacuation. They held off the flames and water problem. We do not have dirty
saved houses in the first minutes of the fire. water problems.” The Napa County
Board of Supervisors in 2009 took a
Additionally Capell Valley Volunteer
unanimous position opposing the

The rules require that the leach field have
normal dirt down to three feet deep. If the
soil becomes rocky, i.e., rocks mixed with
dirt, an engineered system is required. In
the rural areas of Napa County, especially
in the hills around Lake Berryessa, it is
difficult to find areas where the soil does

The recycling industry, both locally in Napa County and across
California, is struggling mightily to process and sell recycled
materials in the wake of changes in China’s import policies and
the U.S.-China trade war that has resulted in tariffs being imposed
on both countries.
You may know that China has plans to take over the world, but
you may not know that their own manufacturing technology and
recycling processes now mean that they no longer accept the dirty
recyclables from the United States.
not become rocky before a three foot
depth is reached.
In a recent septic system installation on
sixty acres of land three miles from Lake
Berryessa, a standard septic system (no
electricity or special pumping systems
needed) that had been
operating well for
more than 25 years,
had to be replaced with
a $45,000 engineered
system because the
available leach field
sites only had normal
dirt down to less than
three feet. The rules
did not allow for
installing a much
larger leach field to
compensate for the
lack of soil depth.
If the dirt had been a few inches deeper a
standard system could have been installed
for $20,000. That’s a $25,000 cost
difference for about 6 inches of soil depth!
Supervisor Dillon complained about the
“one size fits all” approach
in 2009, and now in 2019
it’s a costly reality. And I
challenge anyone to find a
knowledgeable engineer,
installation company, or
county inspector who does
not consider the present
septic system rules in
many rural cases anything
but bureaucratic overkill about $45,000 worth!
(Continued on Page 4.)

China was growing so fast that they were buying U.S. recyclables
with high levels of contamination. China actually was a dumping
ground for recyclables no one else would take. For a long time, the
U.S. sold much of its recycled materials to China for
reprocessing.
But starting last year, Chinese ofﬁcials adopted a greener policy
aimed at cleaning up their nation’s environment, and that
included reducing the amount of recycled paper, cardboard,
plastics and metals from American sources.
Instead of taking bales with 10 percent contaminants China is
now accepting only those with .05 percent contamination. It’s
nearly impossible to meet that requirement.
Every time a Napa County resident dumps garbage or liquids or
the wrong material in a blue recycling bin, like styrofoam or
plastic bags that can’t be recycled, it contaminates a bale of
recycled material at a processing facility. See story on Page 6.
That contamination can bring down the value of bales, making
them less proﬁtable or impossible to sell to buyers who turn the
recycled waste into something new.
The biggest issue is the plastic ﬁlm and ﬂexible plastic packaging.
Things like shrink wrap, plastic grocery bags, food packaging,
and other soft plastics can easily get mixed into paper recycling
while going through machinery and conveyor belts. Recyclers
can’t use soft plastics for anything, and ultimately it ends up in
landﬁlls.

What do you call serious rocks?
Grave stones.
What is a vampires favorite holiday?
Fangsgiving.
New Beatles Box Set Features 172
What do skeletons say before they begin dining?
Unreleased Songs About Wanting To
Hold Hands
Bone appetite!
What is a ghoul's favourite drink?
Man Who Skipped Airport’s Moving
Slime juice
Walkway Immediately Realizes What
An Arrogant Fool He’s Been
What do they teach at witches school?
Spelling.
WASHINGTON—In a shocking
development revealed just moments ago, When is it bad luck to meet a black cat?
sources confirmed that—oh, wait, sorry, When you're a mouse.
false alarm.
Where do baby ghosts go during the day?
God Excited He Only Two Mortgage
Dayscare centers.
Payments Away From Owning Heaven Where do mummies go for a swim?
To the dead sea.
Zoologists Admit You Really Got To
Hand It To Bats For Learning To Fly

Onion Headlines
Al Roker Strongly Considers Retiring
From Creating The Weather

More than 417,000 Hours Of Private
Presidential Conversations Discovered
After No One Remembered To Turn Off
Richard Nixon’s Tape Recorder
Polite High School Football Team Runs
Around Banner That Took Hours To
Make
Skittles Unveils New Liqui-Gels For
Fast-Acting Fruity Flavor
‘New York Times’ Announces
Appointment Of Anonymous Source As
Editor-In-Chief
New Reality TV Show to Showcase a
Group of Bickering Morons
Trump Unwittingly Slaps Tariffs on
Own Made in China Trump Ties
Supervisor At Reddit Headquarters
Scolds Employees For Not Spending
Enough Time During Workday
Browsing Reddit.

Sometimes, the problem for recyclers is consumers dumping
items into blue bins that should never be there in the ﬁrst place,
such as garbage when the trash bin is full. The more time
recycling companies take to pull out contaminants, the costlier
their operations become.

Unclear If Lack Of Interest In Previous
Hobbies Sign Of Depression Or Maturity

One day Napa Recycling and Waste Service technicians pulled a
2,400-pound “hairball” consisting of electrical “cords, garden
hoses and stretchy plastic” from their equipment.

Trump Cancels Thanksgiving as
Tensions Escalate With Turkey

In 1995, Napa recycling operation was diverting 27 percent of all
waste from going into a landﬁll. Nowadays, that rate is up to 69
percent.

6 generations 1 passion
Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11 AM to 5 PM
Monday to Thursday by appt: 707-963-0717
2950 Sage Canyon Road (HWay 128)
www.nicheliniwinery.com

The Lake Berryessa News

Archaeological Dig Unearths Much
Older Archaeological Dig

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
Without The Lake Berryessa News
there would be no Lake Berreyssa news.
pkilkus@gmail.com

County Fair’s “We’ll Deep Fry
Anything” Booth Declared An EPA
Superfund Site

All editions of The Lake Berryessa News since 2005 are
available as downloadable, searchable PDF files at
www.lakeberryessanews.com/archives/

TV network scrambles to replace three
writers committed to inane asylum

7

6

Things That Don't Belong In Your Napa County Recycling Bin

The recycling industry, both locally in Napa Valley and across California, is struggling
mightily to process and sell recycled materials in the wake of changes in China’s
import policies and the U.S.-China trade war that has resulted in tariffs being imposed
on both countries.
Recycled materials are economic commodities, just like pork bellies and microchips,
and their value rises and falls. When oil prices are low, it’s cheaper to make plastics
from virgin materials (i.e., petroleum products). Buyers for recycled materials aren’t
evenly distributed across the country, and their demand changes with other market
forces. In part because of these pressures, Waste Management — the country’s largest
waste hauler — shuttered 20 recycling facilities in 2014 and 2015.
Recycling officials for Napa, American Canyon, and Upvalley communities gathered
at Napa Recycling and Waste Services in American Canyon to send a common
message to consumers: Clean up your recycling bins. On average each person in the plastic to-go boxes if they've been washed out.
U.S. throws away about 4.5 pounds of waste per day, a number that has remained Clothes: Clothing in good condition should be donated to a local charity, thrift shop
constant since 1990. If you contaminate your recycling, it becomes waste again.
or consignment store.
So as a reminder, here are things you should keep out of your recycling bin.
Hardcover Books: While paperback books can go into your blue recycling can,
hardcover books don't make the cut. The hardcover is not made of recyclable materials,
but you can detach the pages from the cover and recycle the paper pages with your other
mixed papers and toss the cover in the trash. You can also consider donating books in
good condition to your local library.

Light bulbs: The United States Environmental Protection Agency recommends
recycling fluorescent bulbs and other bulbs that contain mercury, and all other
household hazardous wastes, rather than disposing of them in regular household trash.
However, that doesn't mean recycle light bulbs in your blue bin. You can take your
light bulbs to Home Depot or Ace Hardware for disposal. For a list of locations, http://
naparecycling.com/fluorescent-lamp-recycling/

Take-out containers: While they may be comprised of sturdy, reusable cardboard or
plastic No. 1 (the same as soda bottles), Chinese food containers, pizza boxes, and
other hot food packages cannot be recycled because of the food and grease that remain,
breeding bacteria and contaminating other recyclables.

Photographs: Due to chemical coatings used in the photo developing process, most
older photographs cannot be processed for recycling. Check with your local historical
society to see if any of your older photos might be worth preserving. Otherwise, send
them to the trash.

Plastic toys: Many children’s playthings are primarily plastic, but also contain other
elements — such as metal or plastic resin — which makes them nearly impossible to
recycle. Even those that are 100 percent plastic can have parts and shapes that might
jam machinery.

Napkins: There are multiple reasons why you should not toss napkins, paper towels,
tissues and similar items into your recycle bin. First, these paper products are typically
created from paper that has been through the recycling process several times and is no
longer usable. In addition, they often contain substances that could ruin other
recyclables, such as grease and food.

Mirrors: Mirrors are nearly impossible to recycle because they have a reflective
coating painted on the back of the glass so you can see your reflection. Hand with care Clothes hangers: Whether they’re made of wire or plastic, many recycling centers will
not accept clothes hangers because they can jam the machinery. If you have too many
if you are superstitious.
hangers, most dry cleaners will gladly accept the wire version. Check with your
Gift wrap, bows and ribbons: Bows are made of a plastic-paper composite that cannot favorite thrift store to see if they will accept your plastic hangers.
be recycled. Keep and reuse them or give them up altogether. Wrapping paper can be
recycled, but only if it does not have any glitter, flocking or other embellishments on Ceramics and pottery: While ceramics can be recycled to make driveway
underlayment and gravel pathways, you shouldn't put them in your household
it.
recycling bin. The general recycling plants in your hometown aren't equiped to
Glass plates, bakeware and cups: Heat-resistant glassware cannot be recycled because breakdown this material, so you'll have to look for a specialized recycle center.
of the process used to create it. Since the glass has been heat-treated to make it oven-, Consider using online resources such as RecycleNation to find a recycling agency near
microwave- and dishwasher-safe, it will not melt with ordinary glass during recycling. you at recyclenation.com.
Single-use plastic bags: Plastic bags are hard to come by in Napa County, but it turns
out plastic bags can be recycled, but there is a catch: they require a different process
from other plastic recyclables. So, rather than tossing plastic bags, wraps, films or
bubble wrap into your home recycling bin, find a local drop-off location. Many grocery
and retail stores have boxes near the front of the store where you can stuff those bags
and keep them out of landfills.
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October 2018 Horoscopes
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Your shock will be
mixed with a sense of indignation and
embarrassment when a gritty band of cattle
rustlers steals your spouse.

Sandwich bags: Just like with single-use plastic grocery bags, your standard zippered
sandwich bag isn't recycled by general recycling facilities. The thin, film- like plastic
can jam recycling equipment. Consider switching to reusable hard plastic containers
as an alternative.

Styrofoam: What are you supposed to do with all those packing peanuts? While
Styrofoam doesn't go in your home recycling bin, there are agencies in Napa County
Food Wrappers: Like takeout boxes, any wrappers, even paper and plastic, that have that will take some Styrofoam products.
touched food cannot be recycled even if they appear clean. However, you can recycle

2018 has been a good year for the Lake Berryessa Senior Center
and Community Hall. Our membership has grown, our event
attendance numbers have grown, and our donations have grown
significantly. Thanks to all those who helped support the
revitalization of this great community resource .

Pisces (2/19-3/20): Your continuing hair loss
leaves you with what some may call a bald
spot. Only you will know that it is in truth a
solar panel.
Aries (3/21-4/19): A wonderful romantic
experience looms ahead for Cancer, which
makes it suck that you’re an Aries.

Our next event will be a "Crockpot Potluck" (say that quickly 10
times!) on Saturday, October 20 at 5:30 P.M. at our amazing
facility located at 4380 Spanish Flat Loop Rd. Free, as usual.
Families with children welcome!

Taurus (4/20 – 5/20: You will be shaken to
your very core when you are strapped to a
four-horsepower hardware-store paint shaker.

Bring your crockpot filled with your favorite crackpot croc-pot
recipe to share. Good puns & jokes welcome (or a side dish to
share). Celebrate an early Halloween, the beginning of Fall, the
first rains, and an end to the long fire season!

Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): A visit to a lightbulb
plant leads to adventure. Stock up on
tweezers, needle-nose pliers, and other
implements that may useful in removing glass
shards from your skin.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): Annoyance is added to
insult this week when veteran actor Gene
Hackman wakes you out of a sound sleep to
tell you he disapproves of the way you’ve
been living lately.
Leo (7/23-8/22): An innocent prank at the
laboratory where you work will result in the
world’s population being cut by a third.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): You need just one more
pathetic gesture to make your life the worst
ever lived by a sane human being. Buy an
expensive, hour-long recording of engine
sounds, listen to it over and over late at night.
Libra (9/23-10/22): You hardly even matter
any more. Libra will be soon be cancelled
without further notice.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): This week, everything
will become just as clear as it is unclear.
Because when a blind man holds the key to
life’s acorn tree, purple monkey dishwasher.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Your sign is like
the antithesis of the millennial mindset. It is
your cosmic duty to fight a losing cultural
battle for at least the next twenty years.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): The change in
seasons represents a great time to calm down
and rest assured that Trump’s new military
space force will keep aliens from abducting
you.

Free Flu Vaccine
Napa County Public Health will offer free seasonal
flu vaccine shots to anyone over three years of age.
Monday, October 15, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Lake Berryessa Senior Center & Community Hall
4380 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.
“Although the spray version of the vaccine is not
available this year, the flu shot is still the safest and
most effective way to avoid getting the flu,” said Dr.
Karen Relucio, Napa County Public Health Officer.
“In addition to protecting yourself from getting sick,
the vaccine can prevent you from spreading the flu to
your loved ones and other people who are more likely
to have severe illness.”
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recommend everyone over six months of age
get a flu vaccine. Those at higher risk for
complications of the flu, including seniors over 65
years, pregnant women, children under five years and
people with certain chronic medical conditions, are
especially encouraged to get vaccinated. In addition to
getting vaccinated, simple steps to help stop the
spread of the flu:
> Wash hands often with soap and warm water for at
least 30 seconds.
> Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or sleeve.
> Stay home and contact health care providers
when sick.
Residents unable to attend the flu vaccine clinics or
with children less than three years of age can call the
Public Health Immunization Clinic at (707) 253-4270
for a free appointment.

Monticello Dam: Tear it down and build it bigger!
(Contiued from Page 2)
Another Episode in the Series:
How a “Standard” Septic System Works
History That Almost Happened
1. Wastewater, a polite term for sewage, from toilets,
By Peter Kilkus
baths and sinks flows into a single septic tank. Gravity
The
rumor
of
raising
Monticello Dam has been around
allows sewage to flow from house to tank.
for decades. In my special report on Lake Berryessa
2. A septic tank holds the wastewater allowing solids to
history, Is Lake Berryessa Headed for Another Ten-Year
settle as sludge. Lighter liquids like oil float to the top as
Drought or a Thousand-Year Flood?, I asked, “Where
scum. Wastewater remains in the middle. Baffles at the
did this rumor start and why does it pop up every now and
inlet and outlet allow only the separated wastewater to
again?” According to David Okita, general manager of
flow out to a leach field (drain field). Buildup of scum
the Solano County Water Agency at the time, CalFed, a
and sludge are removed every 2-5 years.
collaboration among 25 state and federal agencies, did a
3. A distribution box channels wastewater into “brainstorming” survey many years go of every potential
perforated pipes. A drain field takes the wastewater and future water project in northern California.
allows it to leach into the ground where bacteria
decompose the remaining elements of the cleaner waste Although raising Monticello Dam made the original list
water. Disease-causing organisms, organic matter and of possible projects, after practical criteria such as cost,
most nutrients are removed. The clarified wastewater is safety, flooding adjacent property, were applied to
screen the list down to real opportunities, raising the dam
distributed into the earth.
was
dropped from the list. It has never been discussed
Standard system control pictured below.
seriously since then. It is NOT in any plan, never will be.
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How an “Engineered” Septic System Works

In essence, the idea was to integrate the Greater
Berryessa Project with the $280 million Clear Lake
Diversion Project. The latter included three dams on the
Middle Fork of the Eel River, with tunnels to the Main
Eel River, Russian River, and Clear Lake to Putah Creek,
then through two more dams and Lake Berryessa to the
Sacramento River.
From Clear Lake, the water would be diverted by a twomile tunnel to Soda Creek in the Upper Putah Creek
basin, developing 400 feet of powerhead that would he
harnessed with the construction of two dams on Soda
Creek.
According to the DWR, discharges from the power
facilities would be released into an enlarged Lake
Berryessa capable of meeting the export demands of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and those of the Solano
Project.

Even the Bureau of Reclamation, which had never been
accused of thinking small, was impressed by the scope of
Governor Brown's plan, describing the overall project as
But there is another potential source to this rumor, and it "staggering but physically possible and since the Greater
was a much more ambitious project than just raising the Berryessa Project would not be built for at least another
30 years, the present Monticello Dam by that time will
dam.
have served its useful life."
According to “The Solano Water Story” published by the
Solano Irrigation District, banner headlines in Brown's master plan for the state's water problems never
California's newspapers in September, 1963 announced caught on with the public or the legislature. His grand
Governor Edmund G. Brown's startling new state water plans are collecting dust at the DWR.
*****
plan in which Berryessa would have a major role.

1. An engineered system includes a treatment unit, one or The $3.7 billion plan included 35 dams, 70 miles of
two processing tanks, and a control panel with a tunnels, 10 pumping plants, and 15 powerplants. The
programmable dosing timer..
time-table called for start-up in 1976 and completion
2. The effluent percolates down through a textile media, about 2020.
where aerobic bacterial treatment occurs. A percentage
According to the plan, the still-young, 304-foot high
of the treated effluent is re-circulated for dilution and
Monticello Dam would he removed, rather than letting it
additional treatment, and the remaining treated effluent
remain as an underwater barrier. It would be replaced
is discharged by pumps under pressure for dispersal to a
with a 650-foot high earth and rockfill dam a mile
drip field.
downstream from the concrete arch dam. The new
3. A drip field takes the wastewater and allows it to leach reservoir would be three times larger than Lake
into the ground for bacterial decomposition.
Berryessa, with 10 times its capacity or 16 million acreEngineered system control pictured below.
feet (compared with Shasta's 4.5 million acre-feet).
The enlarged lake would extend into Pope Valley almost
as far as Aetna Springs in Napa County and into Capell
Valley, taking nearly 18,000 acres of agricultural and
grazing land out of production.
Estimated cost of the Greater Berryessa Project, as itwas
called, was put at $360 million by the State
Departmentof Water Resources (DWR). The timetable
for this part of the project indicated a start-up in about
1990.

Q. What would you get if you crossed a vampire and a
teacher? A. Lots of blood tests!
Q. Why did Dracula's mother give him cough
medicine? A. Because he was having a coffin fit.
Q. Why wasn't there any food left after the monster

party?' A Cos everyone was a goblin.
Q Why did the vampire's lunch give him heartburn?

A. It was a stake sandwich

Lake Level as of 10/3/18
The lake level is now at 424.0 feet, 16 feet below
Glory Hole. The lake dropped 4 inches this week.
The first rain of the season came on October 2
with .51 incheas at Monticello Dam and .75 inches
in the Berryessa Highlands.
This early rainfall will hopefully end the 2018 fire
season. Last year the first rain did not come until
10/20/17 - too late to stop the tragic fires.
About Ten Years Ago (2019 is close enough) in
the Lake Berryessa News:
The Future of Lake Berryessa Begins
On September 30th, 2009 the Bureau of
Reclamation received bids for all the resorts at Lake
Berryessa. Bureau of Reclamation spokesman Pete
Lucero said on Oct. 6, that they had received “at least
2 bids for each of the six resorts available for new
contracts.”
He also said that the names of the bidders would not
be released at this time. The timing of the release of
that information would be up to the Program
Manager for the Berryessa project.
Lucero said the agency has received “an acceptable
range of proposals” to run all the resorts, presumably
including Steele Park. The contract for Steele Park
includes a requirement to pay money into the
NBRID water treatment system.
The burden on Steele Park raised concerns in the
Bureau of Reclamation and elsewhere that no new
operator would bid to take over the popular lakeside
resort. Lucero said the bureau hopes to award resort
contracts by March, 2010.
Let the speculation begin! The key issue is how
quickly the resorts can be rebuilt and re-opened for
at least boat launching.
(Fast forward to 2019 - ten years, many tempests in
various tea pots, but no progress.)
*****
Q: Why did the monster knit herself three socks?
A: Because she grew another foot!
Q: What is big, yellow and prickly, has three eyes
and eats rocks?
A: A big, yellow, prickly three eyed rock eater!
Q: What did the grandfather monster say to his
grandson when they hadn’t seen each other for
quite awhile?
A: You gruesome!
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