
Bureaucracy Strikes - And Gets It
Wrong Again!

For several months the Lake Berryessa News
has been proposing that Big Island Lagoon be
returned to a 5 MPH rather than a "non-
motorized, electric trolling motors only"
designation.
( w w w . l a k e b e r r y e s s a n e w s . c o m /
summer-2019-at-lake-berryes.html)

We backed up that proposal with a detailed
analysis that showed Reclamation had not
followed its own conclusions in the 2006
Record of Decision; that a 5 MPH zone posed
no danger to kayakers; and that there was very
little use of that zone by kayakers and canoeists
during the last 10+ years.

"Exclusive use" has been delegated by
Reclamation to a few dozen kayakers when
tens of thousands of family recreationists have
been denied access to a quiet 5 MPH zone.

Reclamation's new Regional Director, Ernest
Conant, replied in the letter below. The letter
shows what happens when you don't know
what you're talking about, don't read the
proposal's analytical points, or delegate the
response to somestaffer whoalsodoesn't know
what they're talking about.

More than two-thirds of the letter ismade up of
irrelevant historical boilerplate that was not in
dispute. They mis-characterize the WALROS
policy. The word "non-motorized" appears
only once in the 167 page document - in a
survey form. A version off the word "kayak"
appears only five times - none related to "non-
motorized". The ROD directed WALROS be
put into use by Reclamation when it was
approved - which was 2009.

The substance of our actual proposal is not
addressed. He overemphasizes the public
input. I've read almost all the public comments
in the FEIS and other documents. I don't recall
any particular demands for non-motorized
zones.

But themost telling point is thatwhoeverwrote
the letter actually got the location of our
concern wrong! We are talking about Big
Island Lagoon. They incorrectly refer to Steele
Canyon Cove (at present a 5MPH zone) as the
non-motorized zone with signs. See Paragraph
2 - emphasis added. Read it and weep.
Another sad product of the Burro of
Wrecklamation and its bureaucratic hamster
wheel for public participation.

*********
From Ernest A. Conant, Regional Director

Dear Mr. Kilkus,

Thank you for your letter dated May 19, 2019.
You expressed concerns regarding the Bureau
of Reclamation's non-motorized zones
betweenOak Shores andBig Island, and Steele
Canyon Cove. You desire to return these areas
to a 5-mph motorized status.
At this time, only one non-motorized zone
has been signed as such and enforced; Steele
Canyon Cove. (Not)

The Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS-2006) is a NEPA document that
addresses recreation management actions on
all Reclamation property at Lake Berryessa
including the non-motorized zone.

In October of 2003, a draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) which included four
broadalternatives (A throughD)waspublished
for public review and comment; afterward,
there were two separate comment periods that
lasted for seven months combined. During
those seven months, Reclamation received
over 3,400 written comments. Additionally,
extensive feedback was received from more
than 100 public meetings and briefings. In
November 2005, Reclamation released the
final EIS identifying Alternative B as the
Preferred Alternative.

Alternative B included adoption of the
planning tool known as the Water Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum or WROS, that is now
known as the Water and Land Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum (WALROS)...

Following releaseof the finalEIS,Reclamation
conducted additional public outreach to
provide members of the public a final
opportunity to submit any new or clarifying
information prior to deliberations on the
Visitor Service Plan Record of Decision (VSP
ROD). The process took almost five months to
complete, included more than 1,200
participants at 12 different publicmeetings and
individual briefings, and resulted in
substantive modifications to the Preferred
Alternative.

Information received from this public outreach
included a diverse and varying spectrum of
opinions and desires for different types of
recreation at Lake Berryessa, inclusive of non-
motorized activities. Specifically, Alternative
B was modified by the VSP ROD to include
elements of Alternatives A, C, andD. TheVSP
ROD also carried forward the recreation-
related provisions from the Reservoir Area
Management Plan (RAMP). Based on
feedback from the public, the WROS was not
adopted within the VSP ROD.

The "Water Surface Zoning and Restrictions"
of the 1992 RAMPROD were carried forward
on an interim basis pending future adoption of
the WROS or other land and water use
classification system. To date, WALROS
continues to be one of many planning tools
Reclamation may reference for recreation
planning.TheWALROSoverarchinggoal is to
conserve a spectrum of high-quality and
diverse water and land recreation
opportunities. One type of water uses within
the recreation spectrum found within the
WALROS is non-motorized boating activity.
As recently as June 2019, Reclamation
continues to receive comment on preserving
motor-free areas on the waters of Lake
Berryessa.

Reclamation, in coordination and cooperation
with the Napa County Sheriff’s Department,
will continue to manage the waters for public
safety and resource protection in compliance
with the RAMP ROD. Designating specific
areas for non-motorized water-based activities

is an appropriate use of the resource to provide
the recreating public diverse opportunities, and
Reclamation does not intend to eliminate these
areas from those available at Lake Berryessa.
As work on a partnership with Napa County
progresses, the potential for a Managing
Partner Agreement (MPA) may provide an
opportunity to change the current restrictions.

Thank you for your feedback and if you have
any further questions or comments, please feel
free to contact Mr. Drew F. Lessard, Area
Manager, at (916) 537-7100 or
dlessard@usbr.gov.

*****
Government fails because it suffers
no consequences for failure.

August, 2019

The Lake Berryessa News
Without THE LAKE BERRYESSA NEWS there would be no Lake Berryessa news!

Summer At Lake Berryessa, The Perfect Lake:
High Water Level, WarmWater, Miles of Shoreline, Boating, Fishing, Hiking, Swimming, Birding, Relaxing

Reclamation will now
charge entry fees for

previously free facilities.
Lake Berryessa fees
effective Aug. 12, 2019

Oak Shores Day Use Areas:
$5 per vehicle ($50 annual)

Capell Cove boat launch:
$10 launch ($100 annual)

Shade shelter: $25

Obtain passes at the Lake
Berryessa Administration
office, call for more
information at

707-966-2111, ext. 113
*****

Lake Berryessa
Theme Songs

Craig Morgan - Redneck
Yacht Club,

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uI7Ghu1FpnQ

Little Big Town - Day
Drinking,

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=-NPqM3vPDg8

Little Big Town - Pontoon,
www.youtube.com/watch?

v=V0O0nzkESTI

Lana Del Rey - Summertime
Sadness, www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TdrL3QxjyVw

Mungo Jerry - In the
summertime,

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yG0oBPtyNb0

Lmaa - Party Rock Anthem,
www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KQ6zr6kCPj8

Brad Paisley - I'm Gonna
Miss Her,

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WwRrKaq0IyY

Black Eyed Peas - Let's Get
It Started, https://youtu.be/

IKqV7DB8Iwg





August 2019 Horoscopes

Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Mars rising in your sign usually
indicates increased conflict in life, but in this case it
means the orbital plane of Earth has shifted and we are
all about to die.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): It turns out you’re the reason your
sign is associated with daring, free-spirited people who
like to borrow whole seasons of shows on DVD and not
give them back.
Aries (3/21-4/19): You’ll soon enjoy a nice, hearty
Italian dinner with your family, just like you always do
after convincing Mom to enter rehab.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20: You’ll provide much-needed
insight and deepwisdomwhen you loudly proclaim that
those politicians are just a bunch of crooks in front of the
whole Turtle Rock bar.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): Expect little change from last
week, aside from the marauding badgers growing
rudimentary thumbs and learning to use chipped-flint
tools.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): Your life will soon cross the line
from comedy to tragedy, sending an entirely different
group of people into gales of laughter.
Leo (7/23-8/22): You’ll slowly start to see the value of
improving communication in all your relationships, if
only to better understand what the frantic firemen are
trying to tell you.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): You’ll finally learn you can’t run
away from your problems, but you haven’t given up on
escaping them by donning a clever disguise and hiding
in a crowded restaurant.
Libra (9/23-10/22): Remember, a bend in the road isn’t
the end of the road. While we’re on the subject, the
circular device on the dashboard can be used to turn your
car.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): Nextweek’s horrifying accident
inspires an outcry for more stringent safety standards in
coal-fueled power plants until everyone realizes it was
actually just all your fault.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Your troubles will all be over
next week, and what’s even better, it all happens so fast
that investigators will agree you probably didn’t feel a
thing.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): While the ideal gas law
(PV=nRT) is certainly important, your attempt to apply
it to every situation in your life can only lead to
disaster.

6 Route 128 Capell Creek Bridge Replacement Project
Since many of us have been stopped at the one lane road and traffic light near Turtle Rock we are aware that Caltrans is
replacing the Capell Creek Bridge and installing horizontal drains in the vicinity of the bridge, located at post mile (PM)
20.23 on State Route (SR) 128 in unincorporated Napa County. The new bridge structure will be constructed at the same
location as the existing bridge.

This project will to address the stability of the adjacent hillside and deterioration of the structural elements of the Capell
Creek Bridge. Earth movement in the hillside adjacent to Capell Creek Bridge has exerted loads of unknown magnitude
on the bridge.

A 2-lane replacement bridge will be constructed first. The existing Capell Creek Bridge will then be demolished. It was
built in 1956 and is a reinforced concrete/steel girder three-span bridge with one lane in each direction.

The bridge consists of two continuous-welded steel girders with reinforced concrete slabs on top, two reinforced concrete
column bents, and two reinforced concrete "U" abutments. Foundations are 45-ton driven steel pipe piles, ranging in depth
length from 14 feet to 60 feet. The roadway approaching the bridge has two 11-foot lanes and zero to 2-foot shoulders.The
construction is scheduled to begin in 2019, continuing for two construction seasons for a total of eight months.

How Science Will Explain & Fix Fake News
by David Cowan

The instant, global spread of information through the
Internet clearly benefits us as individuals and as a
civilization. But the Internet can also be wielded to spread
disinformation, a formidable downside of the technology
that we’ve recently labeled “fake news.” Simple web
publishing tools enable anyone to fabricate stories that
appear identical to legitimate journalism, which prompts
social media users—both human and robotic—to share
them as easily as real news. Fake news, crafted to exploit
us, wreaks havoc on our health, finances and politics.

Reality constrains the quantity of real news stories, but our
boundless imaginations unleash a torrent of fake stories
that now overwhelm our news feeds. Not only does fake
news deceive us, it undermines our trust in legitimate news
sources. This is the real catastrophe and, many believe, the
objective ofRussia’s fake news campaign leadingup to the
2016 U.S. elections.
Fake news threatens the institution of democracy itself,
because an uninformed public cannot make sound
governance decisions. Fake news, crafted to exploit us,
wreaks havoc on our health, finances and politics.

Many groups have tried to stem fake news through various
fact-checking initiatives that have all failed, because they
fundamentally misunderstand the problem. Some employ
human editors, who cannot possibly keep up in any useful
timeframe. More scalable schemes crowd-source the
work, as though the public could possibly know what is
happening elsewhere in theworld.Others employmachine
learning, as though reality follows some recognizable
pattern.Othersuseautomated reference-checking toverify
facts elsewhere online, defying the very definition of
“news.”

Some internet media platforms necessarily publish “both
sides of the story” side by side, serving up contradictory
facts that guarantee misinformation and confusion. Some
find the problem so intractable that their only remedy is to
“educate the public” that news sources simply cannot be
trusted, and that truth is amatter of opinion always “worthy
of respect.”
Fortunately, examining fake news through the lens of
science greatly simplifies the problem and points us to
tangible, effective remedies. Just asweapply science to the
critical study of history, journalism is simply the scientific
investigation into the truth behind current human affairs.
Just as natural scientists do, “ethical journalists” follow a
methodology to encode objectivity, transparency, and best
practices.
Violators are not real journalists; they fit the mold of
pseudoscientists who sidestep or even flout the scientific

method. They are the source of fake news.
It is critical to distinguish fake news from news that is
simply wrong. The common fallacy that fake news and
wrong news are the same leads to great confusion, as
politicians hurl the term “Fake News!” to dispute one fact
and therefore dismiss entire news teams. Scientists can be
wrong without being fake, and so can journalists.
Inaccuracies are inevitable— the key is to follow rules that
minimize and correct them.
That’swhy fact-checking is not only futile; it is also barely
relevant. Instead of hopelessly chasing errors in each story
that pops up, we should routinely and openly audit the
journalistic practices of reporters and news platforms.
Audits can be performed by associations likeNewseum, or
startups like NewsGuard that survey and monitor news
reporting practices.
Consider how financial audits that bring trust to stock
markets certify the controls of a corporate Finance
Department rather than the specific numbers reported to
Wall Street. This is amore tractable and relevant approach
to fixing the problem, helping us critically assess news in
real time based on the source, just as we do in deciding
which scientific articles to believe. A peer-respected
author from a media outlet with disciplined editorial
practices generates both credible science and credible
news.
Although most people do not become professional
scientists, we teach the scientific method to all students to
develop critical thinking skills, appreciate scientific work,
and reject pseudoscientific claims. We must similarly
teach journalism to all high school students if we want a
society that appreciates the difference between journalism
and fake news, and has the tools to distinguish them. In
fact, theseclassescandirectlycontribute to thesolution,
by openly scrutinizing reporters’ work on Wiki pages
that everyone can see. Such a significant corpus of
journalistic reviews would yield strong signals to the
public.
Fake newswill finally wanewhenmajor news distributors
suchasGoogle, Facebook, andTwitter adopt this scientific
mindset. Historically complicit, these companies are now
eager to escape the hot seat, but they first need to overcome
their powerful institutional bias that truth is whatever their
users click on. Specifically, they must transparently label
journalistic audits on the news stories they stream, and
incorporate the signals from these audits in prioritizing the
articles populating our news feeds.
When we as a society understand and appreciate how
journalism works, and when our news feeds prioritize
content from real journalists, we will once again enjoy
the freedom and security endowed by a well-informed
democracy.

The Rules of Ethical Journalism

Verify every reported fact.

Quickly correct errors and disseminate the
correction at least as widely as the original
content.

Report all objectively credible sides of any
issue while properly presenting the
proportional weight of the evidence. Put facts
and quotes in their proper context.

Go to original sources whenever possible, and
give subjects an opportunity to respond.
Respect and preserve the confidentiality of
sources.

Accept neither payment nor gifts from anyone
within the scope of your reporting.

Resist pressure from editors, advertisers,
employers, or anyone else to suppress facts
that the public needs to know. Disclose any
potential conflicts of interest.

Never plagiarize; always attribute.

Clearly distinguish opinions, advocacy and
commentary from fact, and label them
accordingly. Clearly distinguish advertising
from editorial content, and label it
accordingly.

Subject copy to editorial review.

Treat sources, subjects, colleagues and
members of the public as human beings
deserving of respect.

Show compassion for those affected by news
coverage, especially victims of natural and
man-made disasters, children and sex crime
victims, and those accused of crimes until they
are tried in a court of law.

Welcome questions and encourage civil,
public discourse around journalistic practices,
coverage and news content.

*****
David Cowan is a Silicon Valley venture
capitalist and a trustee of the Center For
Inquiry. In 1995 he founded VeriSign to bring
trust to e-commerce by authenticating the
identity of web servers.



54 The Mythical “Trail Around Lake Berryessa”
The infamous proposed “Trail Around Lake Berryessa” concept
floated around for a couple of years during the Bureau of
Reclamation’s Visitor Services Plan process that resulted in the
present sorry state of affairs at the lake. It was never popular with
most local residents or agencies because of its obvious potential
problems with trash, fire, sanitary services, and cost. But it was
included in the final Record of Decision along with the very
unpopular decision to make the Big Island Lagoon, and Willi’s
Cove into non-motorized boating areas.
These proposals were included in the ROD as payoffs to local
exclusionist groups who helped Reclamation, often through
simple prevarication, ramrod through their pre-ordained decision
to destroy and replace a decades long egalitarian recreational
culture at the lake.
The local Lake Berryessa businesses and residential communities
have always supported trails at LakeBerryessa, including creating
more of them where people can use them on the west shore and
between resorts. Many trails already exist.
The Lake Berryessa Shoreline Trail is envisioned as a non-
motorized trail route for multiple uses creating a hub around the
lake with trails radiating from the hub and connecting to adjacent
public lands. With a community-based resource stewardship
theme, the Lake Berryessa Shoreline Trail would provide varied
opportunities for trail-related recreation,wildlife observation, and
outdoor education.
The proposed trail would be constructed in various segments over
a period of years, even several decades, if funding can be arranged
and extremely difficult design and permitting barriers are
overcome.TheBureauofReclamation released itsLakeBerryessa
Shoreline Trail Management Plan in September , 2012 after
several public meetings and a thorough analysis by a professional
environmental engineering firm, Tetra Tech, Inc.
Theydivided the conceptual 165-mile trail into28geographically-
rational trail segments starting at Monticello Dam and running
counter-clockwise around the lake. The shortest segments are 5
miles or less. There are several large segments such as a 12-mile
stretch around Quail Ridge fromMarkley Cove to Pleasure Cove
and a 22-mile section from Pleasure Cove to Steele Canyon.
Each trail segmentwas then evaluated against several criteria such
as: available public land/right-of-way; permitting requirements;
cost/feasibility; projected usage; safety and public health; design
guidelines; visitation, economic vitality; environmental impacts.
Some segments obviouslyweremore problematic than others.UC
Davis representatives were cool to any new access to their Quail
Ridge Preserve. Property owners on the east shore of the lake are
basically opposed to more access to that area. But the east shore is
flat enough to appeal to equestrians.
Other problems include building dozens of small bridges as well
as larger ones across Capell Creek near the launch ramp and Pope
Creek up from the present highway bridge.

Those of us who attended these meetings were favorably impressed by the thoroughness of the analysis and the
depth of the final report. But as we all know, implementation is the hernia-inducing part of any plan. Will there
ever be a complete “trail around the lake” as has been promoted by some for many years. The simple answer is
“No”. It would be astonishingly expensive and almost impossible to construct. Will there be important segments
of a trail that can be used by a majority of visitors and which will enhance their Lake Berryessa experience? That
answer is a qualified “Yes” based on priorities listed in the final report.
Myconclusion, and that ofmost of the otherworkshopparticipants, is that therewill never be a “TrailAroundLake
Berryessa” – at least not in the lifetimes of anyone in that room. The “Trail Around Lake Berryessa” is a grand
concept fraught with almost insurmountable financial and technical impediments to its execution.
The full report was released in September, 2012, but no further action has been taken on its implementation. A
summary of the report is available on the Lake Berryessa News web site at:

www.lakeberryessanews.com/trail-report-summary.pdf

Lake Berryessa 
GPS Locations deg min deg min 

Markley Cove Resort 38 29.73N 122 07.50W 
Pleasure Cove Resort 38 29.98N 122 09.69W 

Berryessa Highlands 38 30.96N 122 11.58W 
Steele Canyon RA 38 30.29N 122 12.12W 

Capell Launch Ramp 38 34.37N 122 13.23W 
Spanish Flat RA 38 31.53N 122 12.86W 

BOR HQ 38 33.13N 122 13.80W 
Oak Shores 38 33.37N 122 13.92W 

Acorn Beach 38 33.21N 122 13.86W 
Foxtail Flat 38 33.48N 122 13.94W 

Coyote Beach 38 33.98N 122 14.16W 
Smittle Creek 38 34.55N 122 14.58W 

Berryessa Point RA 38 34.81N 122 14.99W 
Monticello Shores RA 38 35.95N 122 15.57W 

Berryessa Pines 38 36.40N 122 16.59W 
Putah Canyon RA 38 37.96N 122 17.27W 

Berryessa Estates 38 30.96N 122 11.58W 
East Side Road 38 40.91N 122 15.80W 

Monticello Dam 38 30.80N 122 06.29W 
Canyon Creek Resort 38 30.76N 122 05.74W 

Wragg Canyon 38 29.03N 122 09.47W 
Olive Orchard 38 30.63N 122 13.78W 

Goat Island 38 33.49N 122 13.10W 
Big Island 38 34.37N 122 13.36W 

Pope Creek Bridge 38 36.98N 122 17.37W 
Putah Creek Bridge 38 37.90N 122 17.35W 

Camp Berryessa 38 38.11N 122 17.60W 

Skier's Cove 38 31.78N 122 11.20W 
Eticuera 38 40.62N 122 16.42W 

Glory Hole 38 30.78N 122 06.34W 
Mouth of Narrows 38 33.06N 122 11.05W 
Putah Creek Stone 

Bridge (Underwater) 38 33.53N 122 12.48W 
Town of Monticello 

(Underwater) 38 34.47N 122 12.25W 
 

Lake Level as of August 1, 2019
436.0 feet: 4 feet below Glory Hole. Lake is
dropping at its normal summer rate of about 6
inches per week, but is still at its highest level on
this date for the last ten years. Water temp is 83
degrees at the surface.




