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January, 2016: The Lake Berryessa News Print Edition Returns From
Cyberspace and the Data Cloud!
What you hold in your hands is the first
print edition of the Lake Berryessa News
since September, 2012 when I published what
I thought was the final print version - the
“Collectors Edition”. (See Page 3)
But after a three year “vacation” during
which so many people told me they missed
the print version of the paper, I’ve decided to
bring it back - although on a smaller scale to
start.
That “Collectors Edition” edition and
every print edition from 2005 to 2012 is
available for download as fully searchable
PDF files at www.lakeberryessanews.com/
archives.html. They make interesting reading
and provide in-depth historical context for the
present situation at the lake..
Coincidentally, since we are once again
talking about an El Nino in 2016, the last print
edition had this as a main story: “A 2012 El
Nino Is Coming? Will Lake Berryessa Fill Up
This Year? The latest data from NOAA's
Climate Prediction Center continues to point
toward much-needed substantial rainfall this
winter in California. El Niño conditions are
likely to develop during September 2012…”
Well, we got only 21 inches of rain
(about average) in 2012-2013, and the lake
went up only 6 feet to 425 feet from 419 feet
below Glory Hole. The laast time the lake was
full was in early 2006. It’s all been downhill
since April, 2011 when the lake hit a high of
435 feet. No one knows what will happen with
the rain in 2016.
Another major issue at Lake Berryessa
was described in a story in that last issue
titled: “Serious Questions for Congressman
Thompson about the Berryessa Snow
Mountain National Conservation Area”. Four
years later, due to strong opposition from
local businesses and residents, the NCA was
killed, and the controversial replacement
proposal, Berryessa Snow Mountain
National Monument, was seriously modified
to remove Lake Berryessa and surrounding
lands from the monument map.
The major controversy reported on in the
print editions of 2012 was the Bureau of
Reclamation’s decision to kick Pensus out of
Lake Berryessa and begin the bid process all
over again for the third time in as many years.

The new bid proposals are being evaluated by
Reclamation now and we may know who bid
on what within the next several weeks. Hopes
are high, but expectations cautious based on
the information released so far. This will be
the major story for 2016, "Renaissance Lake
Berryessa", and we will follow it closely.
We’ll bring back the popular Lake
Berryessa News Horoscope whose secret
source delivers incredibly accurate advice
such as these tidbits from 2012.
=>Taurus: There's little you can do to stop the
inexorable unfolding of inevitable fate, but
moving the charcoal lighter fluid away from
the furnace wouldn't be a bad start.
=>Scorpio: Your face will soon be on the
cover of every newspaper in town, thanks to
a rather gruesome printing-press accident.

*****

June District 4 County Supervisor
Election Affects South Lake Berryessa
The 4th District supervisor race pits
incumbent Supervisor Alfredo Pedroza
against challengers Diane Shepp and Chris
Malan. The 4th District includes parts of the
northeastern city of Napa and extends east to
such rural areas as Soda Canyon, Silverado,
Circle Oaks, Wooden Valley and the southern
tip of Lake Berryessa.
Pedroza was on the Napa City Council
until December 2014, when Gov. Jerry
Brown appointed him to fill the seat vacated
by county Supervisor Bill Dodd. He believes
he can reach across jurisdictions to work on
the regional issues of housing, transportation
and water.
Shepp is a rural resident (Soda Canyon)
and founding member of Protect Rural Napa
and the Vision 2050 coalition. She believes
the county needs to address the quality of life
for local residents and neighborhoods,
including rural areas like Lake Berryessa,
Gordon Valley, and Soda Canyon.
Malan, who has worked for the county as
a mental health professional for 35 years, is a
longtime local environmentalist. She has
been at the forefront of Napa River and
watershed protection efforts.

Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce
Elects New Officers
Renaissance Lake Berryessa!
The Lake Berryessa Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors has elected
new officers. Board Members for 2016 are:
Peter Kilkus, President; Bob Lee, VicePresident; Jerry Rehmke, Secretary/
Treasurer; Craig Morton; Tom Gomez; Paul
Quarneri; Marcia Ritz.
Our 2016 Chamber Theme can be
"Renaissance Lake Berryessa” if the bid
process is successful in attracting strong
recreation companies to redevelop some of
the resorts at the lake.

Check the Lake Berryessa News web
site regularly:
www.lakeberryessanews.com
*****
Like our Facebook page for updates:
goo.gl/S1pcW5

*****

Add your name to our email
newsletter mailing list by sending
your address to:
pkilkus@gmail.com

HERE'S HOW TO JOIN
If you wish to become a member, send your
name and application information with a
check for $25 payable to the Lake Berryessa
Chamber of Commerce.
• Business/Organization Name
• Contact Names
• Address:
• Phone Number(s)
• Email
• Website
• Description of Business Services or
Products (40 words maximum)
Chamber Mailing Address:
Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce
Spanish Flat Village Center
Unit # 9318
Napa , CA 94558

Download your copy at:
www.lakeberryessanews.com/
Chamber_Directory.html

Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN! (It never closed.)

Meet Margaret Bailey: New Lake Berryessa Park Manager

Highway 128 Adventure On The Way To Winters

The lake may be low but is starting to rise. Winter brings some of the best hiking weather to She will have responsibility for managing public recreation, natural resources, visitor services
the area and there are miles of trails available. Several launch ramps are open for hardy and recreation area concessions at the lake.
boaters and anglers. Oak Shores Day Use Area is great for picnics and viewing the lake and Bailey earned a Master of Science in Forest Management from
wildlife. An added bonus is that all the main roads to the lake have been repaved - Hwy 128 Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, in 1991. She began her
from Silverado Trail, Hwy 121 from Napa, Hwy 128 from Winters, and Knoxville Road career as a National Environmental Policy Act Coordinator in
along the west shore. Bicycle, motorcyle, and auto touring have never been smoother.
1990 with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) in Alsea, Oregon. She
After touring around the lake and stopping at local wineries like Rustridge and Nichelini, a joins Reclamation from her former position as District Ranger
wide variety of food and drink is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat Country Store & with the USFS where she managed the Klamath Ranger District.
Deli, Turtle Rock, and Steele Canyon Saloon and Pizza. Delve into the fascinating past of Most recently, Bailey served as the Nevada State Liaison, USFS,
the Town of Monticello, now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting the Berryessa Valley in Sparks, Nevada. She and her husband, Bruce, have two grown
History Exhibit. A trip to Napa is not complete without the short drive to Lake Berryessa. sons. The family enjoys the outdoors, camping, bicycling,
kayaking and traveling.

Super Bowl at Steele Canyon Saloon
Anyone interested in watching the Super Bowl
with a group of friends but you don't want the
party at your house? Bring your party to the
Steele Canyon Saloon!!!
Sunday, February 7: Opens at noon, Super Bowl
starts at 3:30. Steele Canyon Saloon owner,
Yevo, has agreed to make it a potluck, so bring
your munchies, super bowl favorites,
enthusiasm and come join your neighbors. Look
forward to seeing everyone.
Winters Fish Fry
Friday, February 19, 5pm - 8pm
Pre sale Tickets $15,Kids 6 - 12 $6
Under 6 Free, $20 at the door
Tickets sold at Winters Fire Station

days as a family recreation destination for the Bay Area and beyond lasted until about 2005
- and were totally destroyed by 2009. We can only hope to achieve a "Renaissance Lake
Here's a slice of history from 1976. We had a thriving business community, thousands of
Berryessa" if the resorts (recreation areas) can be revived by strong companies with significant
residents, hundreds of jobs, our own local elementary school, and more than a million visitors
financial investments - with the support of our community and the cooperation of the Bureau
per year. This brochure will bring back some good memories - and some sadness. These great
of Reclamation and Napa County government.
Can Past Become Future?

**********
What Might Have Been In 2010! Still Posssible?

Berryessa Senior Center
Crab Feed
Saturday, February 27, 5:30 PM
$50 - Salad, Pasta, Bread, Crab & Wine
For information and tickets call:
707-966-0206, 707-966-0357,
707-966-1600
Walk Quail Ridge Reserve on Feb. 13
An interpretive walk will be offered on the
Quail Ridge Reserve near Lake Berryessa from
2 to 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13.

Call in advance to reserve a place and get
directions at 530-219-4477. The group will
meet at 1:45 p.m. at Markley Cove Resort and
will leave the reserve at about 5:30 p.m.
Berryessa Valley History Exhibit Facebook
www.facebook.com/groups/768589156517643
Visit the Berryessa Valley History Exhibit at the
Spanish Flat Village Center for great photos &
artifacts about the Berryessa Valley and Town of
Monticello before the Monticello Dam was built
in 1958.

Advertising in the Lake Berryessa News
The Lake Berryessa News is once again
accepting paid advertising beginning
January, 2016. The Lake Berryessa News
reaches many thousands of people per month
through our web site , our Facebook page and
our regular Lake Berryessa News email
newsletter.
Your print ad will be also be prominently
displayed on the web site with a link to your
own web site or a larger version of your ad
and regularly included on the Facebook page
and in the bi-weekly newsletter. If you wish
to advertise in the Lake Berryessa News,
please contact Peter Kilkus for rates at
pkilkus@gmail.com or 415-307-6906.

Lake Berryessa Information Resources
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Bureau of Reclamation Information Page:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/index.html
Lake Berryessa Visitor Information:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/visitor-info.html
Lake Berryessa Recreation Opportunities:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/rec-opp.html
Markley Cove Resort:
www.markleycoveresort.com

Pleasure Cove Marina:
www.goberryessa.com
Steele Canyon Recreation Area:
www.goberryessa.com/campground-at-steele-canyon
Spanish Flat Recreation Area:
www.spanishflatcamping.com
Putah Canyon Recreation Area
www.royalelkparkmanagement.com/Lake_Berryessa.html
Bureau of Reclamation Media Library
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/media-library.html

Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 2016 Directory
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Allied Propane Service
Gary Warren
707-678-8500
320 W. A St.
Dixon, CA 95620
garyw@alliedprogas .com

Chris Lacombe Consulting
Chris Lacombe
925-699-3729
PO Box 9184
clacombe17@msn.com

J. Rehmke Painting
Jerry Rehmke
Cell:415-987-3224
602 Noah Ct.
jrehmke@lakeberryessa .net

Cucina Italiana
Stefano Gusberti
707-966-2433, 707-254-5690
4310 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.

Lake Berryessa Boat &
Jet Ski Rentals
Marty Rodden
707-966-4204
7521 Hwy 128
lakeberryessaboatsandjetskis.com

.

Berryessa Boat Storage
Patrick or Judy Trihey
707-226-7408
1930 Capell Valley Road
Turkey1930@yahoo.com
Berryessa Electronics
& Mechanical Services
Paul Quarneri
707-966-0357
Cell: 775-843-7450
pdq9251@gmail.com

Dazzling Lites Glass Studio
Glyn Rixon
707-226-2815
5310 Monticello Rd.,
Dazzlinglitesglassstudio.com

Fog Canyon Vineyards
Stuart S. Williams
707-966-5000
1031 Steele Canyon Rd.
Berryessa Senior Center
Jerry Rehmke or Georgia Craddock willajaws@att.net
707-966-0206
4380 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.
Gene's Auto Repair
Tracy Renee
PO Box 9113
707-642-1900
37 Tennessee St.
Boodeaux Vintners
Scott Becker
Vallejo, CA 94590
707-258-8687
GenesAutoRepair@sbcglobal.net
1965 Capell Valley Road
Handmade Store
Donna Del Bondio
Burney Trucking
Alan or LeeAnn Burney
Chris Roussopoulos
707-252-7312
707-738-6036
1911 Capell Valley Rd.
4326 Knoxville Rd.
burneyranch@hotmai l.com
Harvest Sanitation
Tom or Doug Gomez
California Outdoor Properties
Cece Short or Robin Short
(707)226-9543
707-337-0224
6095 Monticello Rd.
4338 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
berryessagarbage@aol.com
guidesvc@inreach.com
Interior Expressions •Interior
Capell Valley Boat & RV Storage Design
Jean Howell
Roxanne Robinson
(707-253-0365 or (707) 321-3402 707-322-1606
roxannesinteriorexpressions@gmail.co
5080A Hwy 128
m
jrapvcp@yahoo .com
All addresses are Napa, CA 94558 unless otherwise specified.

Lakeview Boat & RV Storage
Tom Aswad
707-966-2628
7150 Knoxville Rd.
lakeviewboatstorage .com
Lake Berryessa Lions Club
Cheryl Silva
707-246-5028
Larry Finkle
707-966-9114
1300 Steele Canyon Rd.
Nannyjr1@gmail.com
Markley Cove Resort
Linda Frazer
707-966-2134
7521 Highway 128
markleycoveresort.com
Monticello Ski Club
Lonny Lopez
707-681-6865
monticelloskiclub@msn. com
www.monticelloskiclub.com
Morton’s Urban Pest Management
Craig Morton
510-236-7006
PO Box 9226
Craigcmorton@earthlink.net
Mosley Electric
Frank Mosley
(707) 326-6730
mosleyon@aol.com

10 Years Ago in The Lake Berryessa News - January, 2006

Napa Valley Vintners
Michelle Novi or Rex Stults
707-968-4206
PO Box 141
St. Helena, CA 94574
rstults@napavintners. com

Spanish Flat Mobile Villa
Rob Wolf
415-788-1334
850 Montgomery St. Suite 101
San Francisco, CA 94133
rwa@robwolfassoc.com

Pamela Custom Fabrications
& Design
Pam Stadnyk
707-966-2322
4312 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.

Susan Sedillo
707-287-2663
106 Clearwater Ct.
ssedillo@gmail.com

Pleasure Cove Marina
Terry Sparkman or Teri Baker
707-966-9600
6100 Highway 128
Tsparkman9516@att.net
Teribaker02@att.net
Pope Valley Repair & Towing
Jeff Parady
707-965-2302
5875 Pope Valley Road
Pope Valley, CA 94567
Pridmore Boat Storage
Gil Pridmore
Cell 707-815-7605
1305 Capell Valley Rd.
pridmoreoffice@gmail.com
Promotional Edge
Michael Spranger
925-362-9913
2007 Hill Meadow Place
Danville, CA 94526
michael@promotionaledge.com
Spanish Flat Boat Storage
Wes Plunk or Debbie Plunkett
707-966-9253
4420 Knoxville Rd.
Spanish Flat Country Store & Deli
Marcia Ritz
707-966-1600
4318 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
marciaritz@lakeberrvessa.net

The Community Church
of Lake Berryessa
Pastor Bob Lee
707-252-4488 Cell
6008 Steele Canyon Rd.
terribob@lakeberryessa .net
Tuleyome.Org
Carol Kunze
Cell 530-723-8375
carol@tuleyome.org
www.tuleyome.org
Turtle Rock
Pete Leung
707-966-2246
2000 Capell Valley Rd.
turtlerockpete@gmail.com

Floods and Landslides Affect Lake Berryessa
The year 2005 ended with a bang and many whimpers caused
by personal tragedies suffered due to the weather. Hwy 128 between
the Corners and Turtle Rock looked like a battlefield with minor
landslides encroaching onto the road and new potholes along the
whole stretch. Coming around a curve on Knoxville Road near
Spanish Flat at night to see the road more than half covered with
mud was an unanticipated New Year’s Eve thrill!
For my son, trying to get to Napa early Saturday morning only
to be turned back near Circle Oaks because of massive landslides
blocking Hwy 121 was annoying. But then trying to get through
Rutherford only to be blocked by a large tree across the road at Conn
Dam was a show-stopper.
Since so many other roads were closed between Lake
Berryessa and San Anselmo in Marin County, he probably wouldn’t
have made it anyway. He was on his way to San Anselmo to help his
mother fight the Town’s first flood since 1982. The downtown was
a 4 foot deep river and my old neighborhood was in thigh-high
water. Napa and the other Napa Valley towns were hurt badly and
I’m sure there are hundreds of stories of loss and of neighbors
helping neighbors out there.
It promises to be a long clean-up of the access roads around the
lake which may affect people commuting to work. The worst news
for commuters from the Berryessa Highlands area is that Hwy 121,
the main road to Napa, has suffered a major slide between Wooden
Valley Road and Napa which may take CalTrans many days to
clear.
Driving the long way to Napa from the Berryessa Highlands
was a real pain for residents at the south end of the lake. Monticello
Road (Hwy 128) was closed betweeen Wooden Valley Road and
Napa for several days, then open only before 7 A.M. and after 5 P.M.
for several more days.
The slide was huge and could easily be seen from Wooden
Valley Road as you drove back from Fairfield. Standing below the
huge slide was awe-inspiring.

U.S. Bureau Of Reclamation
5520 Knoxville Road
707-966-2111
Valley Christian Church
Randall Roach
Cell 707-718-0995
1193 Capell Valley Rd.
rbroach95@sbcglobal.com
Valley Internet
Terre Logsdon
707-422-1200
4160 Suisun Valley Rd.#E-352
Suisun, CA 94534
Terre@valleyinternet.net

The Leap Second Was Here in 2006!
(Note: 2016 is a Leap Year and February will have an extra day February 29. But 2006 was famous for actually having a Leap
Second!)
As a philosopher said, “You can’t kill time without harming
eternity.” If life is often a matter of split seconds -- the train door that
closes in your face, the chance encounter with the love of your life,
the near-collision with an oncoming SUV -- then the universe just
bestowed on us us the generous gift of a leap second. We hope you
used it wisely.
Last Saturday, at exactly 7 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, one

second was added to our official record of time, Coordinated
Universal Time, kept by a series of atomic clocks housed in
environmentally sealed vaults in about 80 timekeeping laboratories
around the world and certified by the International Bureau of
Weights and Measures in Paris.
The reason for the extra second is simple: The earth is slowing
down. Since the days of Sir Isaac Newton, scientists have
understood the time it takes for the earth to make a full rotation is
getting longer. The gradual deceleration is caused by the
gravitational pull of the moon. The same force that brings the tides
is putting the brakes on the earth, albeit very slowly. And because
time is a function of planetary movement, our days are getting
longer and, depending on how you look at it, time is slowing down.
Fishing with Sid -‐ January, 2006
As of the new year the lake is full to the brim and then some.
I would like to review some of the fishing events from last year. The
largest bass caught in a tournament weighed in at 16.75 lbs. Salmon
were caught in the 3 lbs+ category and trout in 2 lbs+. For those who
went for crappie,there were many limit days of 25 fish. My largest
catfish this past yearwas 18.5 lbs caught on mackerel (great bait),
but the average catfish weighed 4 to 6 lbs caught on hotdog or
mackerel.
The carp were plentiful all over the lake and for those fisherman
who like to fish for carp (there are some out there) we found that
bread does the trick. Some of the other fish we caught were a 12 lb.
Sacramento pike and a 2 lbs+ sunfish. I am looking forward to good
fishing stories this coming year and hope youwill share yours with
us. Wishing you all a very Happy New Year and a great year of
fishing......til next time www.fishingconnection.net
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BEAUTY ABOUNDS AT LAKE BERRYESSA
Margaret David Bailey, Park Manager
If you are in the know, one of your favorite hangouts right now is Lake Berryessa.
Located in Napa County, Lake Berryessa provides access points to facilities via
Hwy 128 and Knoxville Road.

Your Information Gateway to Lake Berryessa and our Napa Back Roads!

February, 2016

From October to May, Lake Berryessa offers the best opportunity to observe the
changing seasons, comfortable temperatures, wide open spaces and several
thousand acres of land and water to explore and enjoy. Birding, bicycling,
walking, kayaking, swimming, photography, or picnicking are a few of the many
activities you can enjoy.
Lake Berryessa is within the Pacific Flyway and some of the best birding in the
area is right here. There are resident bald and golden eagles and osprey that can
easily be viewed around the Lake.
Our location in the Coast Range offers a variety of habitats including oak
woodlands, grassslands, mixed chaparral, lake and riparian vegetation types.
Three permanent waterways, Capell, Pope and Putah Creeks flow into the lake
creating a diversity of upland and riparian habitats to a wide variety of birds.
The Bureau of Reclamations managed facilities include the Dufer Point Visitor
Center; the Oak Shores, Smittle Creek and Eticuera Day Use Areas; and the
Capell Cove Boat Launch. For information, please call 707-966-2111 or visit
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa . Concession operated facilities include:
• Pleasure Cove Marina provides day use, camping, boat launching, boat
rentals, house boating, lodging and a full-service marina with wet slips,
fueling and pump-out services. Additionally, for the 2016 recreation season,
Pleasure Cove LLC will provide boat launching, day use and tent camping
at Steele Canyon Recreation Area under an interim contract. For
information, please call 707-966-9600 or visit www.goberryessa.com.
• Markley Cove Resort, operated by John and Linda Frazier under an interim
contract, provides full marina services, a store, boat launching, boat rentals,
day use, and lodging. For information, please call 707-966-2134 or visit
www.markleycoveresort.com.
• Royal Elk Park Management, Inc., provides boat launching, day use and
tent camping at Putah Canyon Recreation Area for the 2016 recreation
season. For information, please call 530-283-3732 or visit
www.royalelkparkmanagement.com.
• Spanish Flat Partners provide tent and RV camping, day use, and an RV
dump station for the 2016 recreation season at the Spanish Flat Recreation
Area. For information, please call 707-066-0200 or visit
www.spanishflatcamping.com.
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region
Lake Berryessa Field Office, 707-966-2111
*****
Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN! (It never closed.)
Winter brings some of the best hiking weather to the area and there are miles of
trails available. Several launch ramps are open for hardy boaters and anglers.
Oak Shores Day Use Area is great for picnics and viewing the lake and wildlife.
After touring around the lake and stopping at local wineries like Rustridge and
Nichelini, a wide variety of food and drink is available at Cucina Italiana,
Spanish Flat Country Store & Deli, Turtle Rock, and Steele Canyon Saloon and
Pizza. Delve into the fascinating past of the Town of Monticello, now at the
bottom of the lake, by visiting the Berryessa Valley History Exhibit.

Management of Lake Berryessa: Bureau of Reclamation or Bureau of Land Management?

Steele Canyon Saloon and Pizza
Locally Brewed Beer and Full Bar
M-T-W: 4 PM - Midnight
Th: 4 - 11PM; Fri: 4PM - 2 AM
Sat: Noon - 2AM; Sun: Noon - 11PM
Hand Tossed Pizza Made To Order
Wed - Fri: 4 PM - 9 PM
Sat: 11AM - 9PM
At “The Corners”
6003 Monticello Road
707-255-5010
The Roads Are Great!
An added car, motorcycle, and bicycle touring bonus is that all the main roads to the lake
have been repaved - Hwy 128 from Silverado Trail, Hwy 121 from Napa, Hwy 128 from
Winters, and Knoxville Road along the west shore.
Bicycle, motorcycle, and auto touring have never been smoother. A trip to the Napa Valley
is not complete without the short drive to Lake Berryessa!
One day at Steele Canyon
Pizza a man ordered a
small pizza to go. He
appeared to be alone so
the cook asked him if he
would like it cut into 4
pieces or 6.
He thought about it for
some time then said, “Just
cut it into 4 pieces; I don't
think I'm hungry enough
to eat 6 pieces.”
They Walk Among Us!
And they vote!

By Peter Kilkus
During the past three decades,
many local residents and businesses,
including me and the Lake Berryessa
News, have proposed that the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) take over
management of Lake Berryessa. Due to
the Bureau of Reclamation’s (BOR)
questionable past job of managing the
lake resorts, people thought that the
BLM, which has public recreation as
one of its objectives, might do a better
job.
Congressman Mike Thompson
previously introduced a bill to do just
that. HR 4166: Lake Berryessa
Recreation Enhancement Act of 2014.
This controversial bill was rejected by
Congress back in 2014 for good
reasons.
Ironically,
it
was
Congressman Thompson who, more
than ten years ago and despite more
than 10,000 signatures to the contrary,
was instrumental in working behind the
scenes to support the BOR in the
actions which brought about ghost lake
we see now.
But Thompson has just reintroduced the same bill as H.R.4521 Recreation
Lake
Berryessa
Enhancement Act of 2016. Before
anyone decides to support Thompson’s
new bill, they should ask several
questions.
Since most of the BOR managers
who were responsible for the previous
problems are no longer with
Reclamation, and the present
management has shown that it
understands the causes of the previous
disaster, and has shown good faith and
modest results during the last 2 years,
why change now? Several responses to
the latest bid prospectus are under
review by Reclamation with results to
be announced “soon”.
Although previous BOR managers
were
required
to
implement
questionable BOR policies, they are
gone. BOR senior managers in the
present Lake Berryessa chain of

command have stated that they
understand what went wrong with the
previous process and are determined to
do it right this time. Since the Bid
Prospectus review process is well
underway and actually seems to be
being done right this time, the basic
question why change now?
Since the BOR and the BLM are
both part of the Department of the
Interior, what would actually be
different about the present planning
process after this management change?
For those of you who have been
around Lake Berryessa for many years,
you may recall that BLM was offered
the opportunity to take over
management of the lake back in 2001.
Of course, at that time the process of
writing the new Visitor Services Plan,
aimed at eliminating the mobile homes
at the resorts and replacing the owners
of those resorts, was just beginning.
BLM had no interest in taking on such
a
complex
and
controversial
responsibility.
Although not an easy task, reintroducing such a beautiful family
destination to the millions of people
with nearby access to it is a matter for
positive and imaginative marketing
efforts. Several marketing plans have
been developed over the years,
including creating closer relationships
with the rest of Napa County’s
hospitality industry. I, the Lake
Berryessa Chamber of Commerce, and
others found that the Napa Valley
business community was very
receptive to including Lake Berryessa
in their visitor programs. Recent
meetings with Visit Napa Valley, the
primary tourist outreach organization,
have been very positive and plans are in
the works to build on VNV programs to
help create a “Renaissance Lake
Beryressa”.
Shouldn’t the BOR be allowed to
complete the new bid/contract process
creating a revitalized Lake Berryessa
recreation destination of value to the

public and to the local community?
Although there may be valid
arguments on both sides of this
question, are the supposed benefits of a
major bureaucratic change like this
worth the effort, and the risks? There
appears to be no compelling reason to
rush into this, but several substantial
concerns that should be answered first.
Can Capell Valley School Become a
Community Park?
The Napa Valley Unified School
District (NVUSD) Board in January,
2016 approved a recommendation to
sell five School District properties. One
of the properties is the closed Capell
Valley Elementary School site near
Lake Berryessa at 1192 Capell Valley
Road in Napa County.
This school sits on 5.03 acres and
has its own water supply. It has newer
restrooms, playground equipment and
a grass soccer field. It also has a
baseball field, blacktop area with
basketball courts, shaded lunch area
and a community garden. This garden
has most recently been used to grow
produce for low income families and
seniors in the Lake Berryessa area.
The site sits within 15 minutes of
the two largest housing areas near the
Lake. The Berryessa Highlands and

25¢
Donation
Circle Oaks subdivisions contain many
homes with room for new building. The
site is within 5 minutes of one of two
mobile parks in the lake area, Capell
Valley Estates, having 65 homes. The
site is also within 30 minutes of the
Berryessa Pines subdivision and
surrounded by numerous individual
property owners and homes.
In 2010 when Capell Valley School
was slated for closure a group of
concerned citizens formed to explore
the possibility of a community center at
the closed school site. It would be a
great site for activities such as sports
recreation, meetings, public garden,
homework club all the typical activities
of a park/community center.
The School Board accepted a
recommendation from the community
park advocates that the Capell site,
before sale, be offered to any interested
parties in regards to its Park potential.
Park advocates hope at this time
that the Napa County Board of
Supervisors intervene in the efforts to
obtain the Capell Valley School site as
a new Napa County park.
Lake Berryessa has been hard hit
economically. This park would be a win
on so many fronts for the citizens of
not only Lake Berryessa but the entire
County of Napa.
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More Taxes - Less Access? Regional within the project limits is also referred to the same time with no luck. I moved on
as Capell Valley Road. It is a north-south towards the Ranch House and again saw
Park & Open Space District

It is interesting to note that the
Regional Park and Open Space District
(RPOSD) has spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars of County funds
donated by the Board of Supervisors, yet
has produced few properties accessible to
the average Napa County resident.
An example at Lake Berryessa is a
landlocked "park" called Berryessa Vista
at the top of the hill across from the Capell
Launch Ramp you can only get to by boat.
It has never been used since they bought
it more than 6 years ago.
But according to an article in the
Napa Valley Register on Feb. 16th the
Supervisors and RPOSD do not seem
inclined to create a park at the old Capell
Valley School site that could actually be
used by thousands of real people in an
unincorporated area that has been hard hit
by government policies that forced the
closure of the Capell School in the first
place.
And now RPOSD is launching a
campaign to raise the Napa County sales
tax by a quarter cent to finance their
budget!
On another front, the District intends
to open Camp Berryessa this year on
public land overseen by the Bureau of
Reclamation that was previously home to
a Boy Scouts camp. The outdoor
education camp along Putah Creek will
be used by students, nonprofit groups and
families.
A grant for $50,000 to help with
construction was provided by the Mead
Foundation, together with a $1.7 million
grant from the State Coastal
Conservancy.
Construction
was
complete as of early December, and a
Notice of Completion filed in early
January 2016.
The Forest Trails Alliance crew
building Tuleyome's Berryessa North
End Trail will be staying at the camp for
several months starting in early February.
A soft opening is expected in late spring
2016.

Rte 128 Capell Creek Bridge
Replacement Project

Caltrans proposes to replace the
Capell Creek Bridge and to install
horizontal drains in the vicinity of the
bridge, located at post mile (PM) 20.23
on State Route (SR) 128 in
unincorporated Napa County. SR 128

two-lane
undivided
conventional
highway. The new bridge structure will
be constructed at the same location as the
existing bridge.
This project proposes to address the
stability of the adjacent hillside and
deterioration of the structural elements of
the Capell Creek Bridge. Earth
movement in the hillside adjacent to
Capell Creek Bridge has exerted loads of
unknown magnitude on the bridge.
A 2-lane replacement bridge will be
constructed first. The existing Capell
Creek Bridge will then be demolished. It
was built in 1956 and is a reinforced
concrete/steel girder three-span bridge
with one lane in each direction
The bridge consists of two
continuous-welded steel girders with
reinforced concrete slabs on top, two
reinforced concrete column bents, and
two reinforced concrete "U" abutments.
Foundations are 45-ton driven steel pipe
piles, ranging in depth length from 14 feet
to 60 feet.
The construction is scheduled to
begin in early 2019, continuing for two
construction seasons for a total of eight
months.
The full initial report is available for
viewing at the Napa Main Library (580
Coombs
Street)
or
online
at
www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/envdocs.htm.

Fishing With Sid at Lake
Berryessa - 2/18/16
On Monday I took Lloyd and his son
Blake out for a day of fishing. Lloyd had
requested to learn some of the key spots
on the lake for catching bass so that was
our agenda for the day. I set up two rods
for trolling one with a blue and silver
Speed Trap lure and one with a fire tiger
Speed Trap lure.
It was a beautiful sunny day with a
little breeze on the main lake. The water
was stained with about a one foot deep
visibility. We fished for about thirty
minutes with no luck so I moved on to the
back of the Monticello Ski School. My
intention was to show Lloyd where the
minnows hide in the grass and the bass
follow the minnows. But that area was all
dry as we turned to troll out to the main
lake.
Lloyd hooked up with his first fish
which was about a 1.5 pound bass - now
we were getting excited. We trolled about
ten minutes more and tried top water at

no indication of fish.
I kept going north at full speed
looking for any signs that would indicate
fish in the area. While Lloyd and Blake
were having their lunch I drove to the
back of Big Island to the farthest point
which was pretty shallow. Lloyd hooked
his second bass there so we stayed for
awhile. Sure enough he landed another
nice bass drop shooting in 2 to 5 feet of
water.
Heading back towards the Bureau of
Reclamation we fished parallel to the
shore line. The wind was picking up and
would push me from 4 feet deep out to 12
feet so I was moving the boat back
towards the shore line. All of a sudden
Lloyd gets smacked in about 3 feet of
water. His rod is completely bowed and
he is reeling like crazy with a huge grin on
his face. He hands the rod to his son so he
can share in the moment too.
The bass was about 7 pounds with a
good size girth. After taking pictures with
their catch they released the bass so it
could keep growing. That ended our day
on a very happy note.

'til next time........good fishing!!!
www.fishingconnection.net If you have
any questions or stories you would like to
share or are interested in booking a
guided fishing trip please email me at
bestguide@hotmail.com or call me at
650-583-3333.

Music at Turtle Rock

QR Codes For Information Retrieval

Saturday, March 5 at 7 PM

To the right of this article is a list of Lake Berryessa
information resources. If you look at this list on the Lake
Berryessa News web site, the web site link can be
immediately reached by clicking on the highlighted URL.
But the web site address on a printed page must be hand
entered into your web browser to access the information unless there is a printed QR code available.
Then you can use a smartphone’s camera and a Code
Scanner application to read any bar code on any object,
including QR codes, and jump directly to that web site.
A QR code (short for Quick Response) is a specific
matrix barcode or two dimensional code. The code consists
of black modules arranged in a square pattern on a white
background. The information encoded can be text, URL, or
other data.
Common in Japan, where it was created by Toyota
subsidiary in 1994, the QR code is one of the most popular
types of two dimensional barcodes. QR is the abbreviation
for Quick Response, as the creator intended the code to allow
its contents to be decoded at high speed.
Although initially used for tracking parts in vehicle
manufacturing, QR codes are now used in a much broader
context, including both commercial tracking applications
and convenience-oriented applications aimed at mobile
phone users (termed mobile tagging).
QR codes can be used to display text to the user, to add
a vCard contact to the user's device, to open a Uniform
Resource Identifier (URL) or to compose an email or text
message. Users can also generate and print their own QR
codes for others to scan and use by visiting one of several
free QR code generating sites. QR codes storing addresses
and Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) may appear in
magazines, on signs, buses, business cards, or almost any
object about which users might need information.
Users with a camera phone equipped with the correct
reader application can scan the image of the QR code to
display text, contact information, connect to a wireless
network, or open a web page in the phone's browser. This act
of linking from physical world objects is termed hardlinking
or object hyperlinking.
To show the outside world that Lake Berryessa has kept
up with the modern world of social networking and
applications of high tech software, I have created QR codes
for the Lake Berryessa News and a few other advertisers and
web sites. Try it out on the codes I printed next to the
information resource in the box to the right.

Patrick, Larry & Alex
Guitar, Keyboard & Saxophone
Appetizer Potluck
We hope to see you there!

Berryessa Lions Club 3rd
Annual St Patrick's Day Feast
Sat. Mar. 19th
Hosted by Turtle Rock
All You Can Eat Corned Beef &
Cabbage, Spuds & Carrots
Still Only $30
Cocktails - 6 PM
Dinner - 6 PM to 8:30 PM
Pre-Paid Reservations
Recommended Since This Event Is
Usually A Sellout
Call Turtle Rock: 707-966-2246

Lake Berryessa Information Resources

Bureau of Reclamation Information Page:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/index.html
BOR Lake Berryessa Visitor Information:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/visitor-info.html
BOR Lake Berryessa Recreation Opportunities:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/rec-opp.html
Bureau of Reclamation Media Library
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/media-library.html
Markley Cove Resort:
www.markleycoveresort.com
Pleasure Cove Marina:
www.goberryessa.com
Spanish Flat Recreation Area:
www.spanishflatcamping.com
Steele Canyon Recreation Area:
www.goberryessa.com/campground-at-steele-canyon
Putah Canyon Recreation Area
www.royalelkparkmanagement.com/Lake_Berryessa.html
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Protection for Hunters and Recreational Shooters
by Gary Howes
Guns and Gunsmiths Editor
According to the National Shooting
Sports Foundation, in 2015 there were
5,696 injuries to hunters. These injuries are
not all gunshot wounds and include falls
from tree stands for example. In addition
there are probably a number of accidental
shooting injuries to shooters who were not
hunting, but that is a harder number to
obtain. The point is, you can get injured
hunting and shooting, and unfortunately
these injuries usually occur well away from
the nearest hospital.
Despite that, hunting is one of the safest
sports there is. The NSSF report also shows
that cheerleading is about 30 times more
likely to result in injury. People who
cheerlead while hunting must be at high
risk!
I always believe in being as prepared as
possible for any emergency, and one thing
I carry in my car and in my bug out bag is a
first aid kit. But recently I started thinking,
how effective are those little sticky strips
and packets of pain pills going to be if I or
a companion had a shooting or other serious
accident either at the range or even worse,
while camping or hunting miles from help?
I always carry my InReach satellite
emergency notification device, but it could
still be hours before anyone could reach me.
Most accidental gunshot wounds are
not immediately fatal, but can inflict very
serious damage and can become fatal if not
treated properly and quickly. That’s where
a proper trauma kit can save a life where a
plaster adhesive strip can’t.
So it was very fortuitous that I came
across the Tactical Medical Solutions booth
at the SHOT Show this year.

(www.tmsoutdoors.com)

Their employees are former Special
Operations Medics, Green Berets or have a
close relationship with them and have years
of operational and
medical
experience
under some of the most
harsh conditions. Their
products are carried
and used by the US
Army Green Berets,
Navy SEALS, NYPD,
LAPD, Dallas PD, the
US DEA, US Marshals
Service, FBI and US
Border Patrol amongst
thousands of others
around the world.

As if they had read my mind, they now
also have a line of trauma kits designed for
hunters and outdoorsmen under the brand
name TMS Outdoors. They kindly sent me
one of their kits to review–the Hunter’s
Operator Advanced Trauma Kit, designed
to mirror the same IFAK (Individual First
Aid Kit) carried in Iraq and Afghanistan. I
asked my shooting partner Peter if he would
let me shoot him in the arm and the chest so
I could test the kit properly, but for some
reason he declined. So I can only give you
a review of the contents and quality of the
kit, and wait until he is not looking before I
can do a full test.
The kit comes in a very sturdy pouch
with straps on the back that are MOLLE
compatible, or could be used on your belt,
backpack, or strapped to an ATV. They
come in a selection of colors, mine in blaze
orange and the construction is very heavy
duty–this kit should last a long time even
under adverse conditions. Inside is a full
compliment of the items and bandages
needed to give immediate first aid for
arterial bleeding, venous bleeding, sucking
chest wounds, and includes a bandage with
a clotting agent, as well as a small sub kit for
minor cuts and injuries. Also included is a
pair of non-latex gloves and an instruction
sheet. Everything seems to be the highest
quality, sterile, and very well packaged.
The kits are available directly from
their website, and they have told me that
refills are also available. They are also
available from a number of retailers, all
listed on their website, including Cabela’s
and MidwayUSA.
While not inexpensive (the advanced
kit I received is $97.95 on their website),
these trauma kits are the type of purchase
you should all make, and hope to never use.
I will never go shooting again without one
and neither should you. Who knows, the life
you save may be mine!

WINE FACTS, STATISTICS AND TRIVIA
Age of vine before producing useful grapes: 3 years
Age of vine before full production: 5 years
Productive lifetime of a vine: 30-35 years
Grapes in a bottle: 500-600
Vines per acre: 400
Pounds of grapes produced by one vine: 8-12
Tons per acre: 5 (average-can vary greatly)
Gallons of wine per ton of grapes: 120
Gallons of wine per acre: 800
Barrels per acre: 13.5
Bottles per ton: 500
Bottles per acre: 4,000
Cases per barrel: 24.6
Glasses per acre: 16,000
Glasses in a bottle: 5-6
Bottles per 60 gallon barrel: 300
Calories in a 5 ounce glass of dry wine: 100-125
Cost of French oak barrel: $600-850
Cost of American oak barrel: $300-550
Avg age of a French oak tree used to make barrels: 170 yrs
Number of years an oak barrel is used: 5-8
Avg ann. wine consumption of French per capita: 15.81 gal.
Avg ann. wine consumption of Germans per capita: 6.05 gal.
Avg ann. wine consumption of Canadians per capita: 2.14 gal.
Avg ann. wine consumption of Americans per capita: 2.01 gal.
Avg ann. soft drink consumption of Americans per capita: 55 gal.
Avg ann. beer consumption of Americans per capita: 22 gal.
Avg ann. coffee consumption of Americans per capita: 22 gal.
Avg ann. bottled water consumption of Americans per capita: 11
COOL TIP FOR RECYCLING PAPERCLIPS AND
AMAZING YOUR KIDS
I. Ask a friend for a
dollar bill or a five if
he's a big spender.
2. Fold the bill as
illustrated.
3. Attach paper clips
to be recycled at
points indicated by
arrows.
4.Rapidly pull ends
in opposite
directions and watch
the fun.(He may
even forget to ask for his dollar back.)

Lake Berryessa History
25 Years Ago
(2016 Note: When this story was
published in the New York Times the
lake was at 377.7 feet or 62.3 feet
below Glory Hole. On December 1,
1992 the lake hit its low point of 361.7
feet or 78.3 feet below Glory Hole.)
Drying Lake Yields
California History
An old bridge has risen from the
water as the inundated Berryessa Valley
re-emerges from an artificial
lake that is receding after four
years of drought. With each dry
day, receding Lake Berryessa
reveals more remains of the
valley, once a thriving farming
community
before
the
Government claimed it for a
dam and reservoir in the 1950's.
"There was almost nothing
left when they got through,"
remembered
Harold
Moskowite, 64 years old, who
was reared in Monticello and
now lives near the dwindling
lake, about 50 miles northeast
of San Francisco. "They paid us
off, gave buildings away, tore
some down and burned some.
What they couldn't burn they
buried.
"The only thing left would
be
some
streets
and
foundations. They didn't leave
anything over six inches high,
even the trees. It was a sad thing
to lose that town."
Now, hundreds of tourists
and former residents are coming to the
lake and to this town near the bridge to
glimpse the past.
"I was born in the valley and was
about 10 years old when it went under,"
said Ronnie McGuinnis, a maintenance
worker for the Federal Bureau of
Reclamation, which manages the lake
and recreational area. "I think people are
coming back because they are still
distressed and remember being uprooted.
They couldn't believe it was possible that
this gigantic Government could come in
and tell them to get out. It's almost like we
were Indians and they wanted our land."
The valley was first inhabited by
Pomo, Miwok and Wappo Indian tribes.

The valley and lake were named for Jose
and Sisto Berryessa, brothers from Spain
who began La Putas Rancho in 1843 in
the area soon known for raising grain and
cattle.
About 500 people lived in the valley,
but their number dwindled to about 125
by the 1950's, when water was getting
scarce as Northern California grew. The
Federal Government formed a plan with
Solano County to dam Putah Creek to
create a reservoir in the valley, which sits
mostly in adjacent Napa County.
Lake Berryessa normally is 3 miles
across at its widest point and 26 miles

long, but is about one-third that size after
losing 60 percent of its water. This week,
the lake surface fell to 377 feet above sea
level -- nearly 12 feet lower than during
the drought of 1976-77 and 63 feet below
normal.
The average 30 inches of rain a year
at the lake has dropped by half since the
1986 floods, causing the lake level to fall
15 to 20 feet annually.
"If it doesn't rain, this lake could dry
up in a few years, then you'll really get to
see the whole town," said Jim Peterson,
maintenance foreman for the Bureau of
Reclamation.
Downtown Monticello remains
under 50 to 60 feet of water, but outlying

areas are being revealed as the lake dries
up -- a foundation here, an old swimming
pool there, along with sunken boats,
motors, fishing poles and tennis shoes.
Indian artifacts also have been found.
Roads unused for decades have fresh
tire tracks from explorers while the 1941
bridge, under water until this summer, is
marked by muddy footprints as the span
sits six feet above the lake's surface.
"People can walk across if they want,
but it doesn't go anywhere," Mr. Peterson
said. "For some reason, though, we're
getting a lot of visitors even though
there's not much to see except a few

Taxes and Droughts and
Honesty, Oh My!
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Just in from my tax guy: "As the 2015
tax season approaches, we wanted to pass
along the below information and
reminders regarding your taxes. Note
that with the increased reporting
requirements to the IRS by brokers,
which was started in 2011, the whole
process has become much slower. It’s
frustrating, but there’s nothing we can do
about it.
I think the IRS finally realized that
the reporting of capital gains was
essentially an honor
system…and
we
taxpayers
apparently
aren’t very honorable
when it comes to
reporting tax liabilities.
It reminds me of what
happened in 1986 when
the IRS decreed that to
qualify for a deduction
all dependents had to
have a Social Security
n u m b e r … a n d
something like 7 million
d e p e n d e n t s
disappeared…after all,
family pets don’t have
Social
Security
numbers, although my
two
pooches
are
certainly dependent on
me…..
Similarly, I suspect
the IRS has collected
significantly
more
revenue from taxes on
capital gains these past
couple of years as a
result of getting tax data directly from the
concrete slabs."
Arnold Roessler, a park ranger who broker rather than relying on the
is busy these days telling visitors how to taxpayer."
find the emerging bits of the past, said
*****
people are searching for more.
When I lived in Marin County during
"It's too bad about the drought, but
some people are hoping that it continues a big drought in the 90’s, the Marin Water
just so we can see what's really down District imposed a 50 gallon per day per
there" he said. "It's like a developing resident limit on water usage. They sent
out a questionnaire to all households and
mystery."
asked how many residents lived at a
(2016 Note: It did get lower - about 16 given address. Surprisingly, the
feet lower during the next two years, population of San Anselmo, my
but there was still nothing more to hometown, went from about 11,500
people to almost 13,000 people in one
see.)
week! Marin General Hospital must have
been pumping out babies like crazy.
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Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 2016 Directory
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Allied Propane Service
Gary Warren
707-678-8500
320 W. A St.
Dixon, CA 95620
garyw@alliedprogas.com

Chris Lacombe Consulting
Chris Lacombe
925-699-3729
PO Box 9184
clacombe17@msn.com
Cucina Italiana
Stefano Gusberti
707-966-2433, 707-254-5690
4310 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
.

Berryessa Boat Storage
Patrick or Judy Trihey
707-226-7408
1930 Capell Valley Road
Turkey1930@yahoo.com
Berryessa Electronics
& Mechanical Services
Paul Quarneri
707-966-0357
Cell: 775-843-7450
pdq9251@gmail.com
Berryessa Senior Center
Jerry Rehmke or Georgia Craddock
707-966-0206
4380 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.
PO Box 9113
Boodeaux Vintners
Scott Becker
707-258-8687
1965 Capell Valley Road
Burney Trucking
Alan or LeeAnn Burney
707-252-7312
1911 Capell Valley Rd.
burneyranch@hotmai l.com
California Outdoor Properties
Cece Short or Robin Short
707-337-0224
4338 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
guidesvc@inreach.com
Capell Valley Boat & RV Storage
Jean Howell
(707-253-0365 or (707) 321-3402
5080A Hwy 128
jrapvcp@yahoo .com

Dazzling Lites Glass Studio
Glyn Rixon
707-226-2815
5310 Monticello Rd.,
Dazzlinglitesglassstudio.com
Fog Canyon Vineyards
Stuart S. Williams
707-966-5000
1031 Steele Canyon Rd.
willajaws@att.net
Gene's Auto Repair
Tracy Renee
707-642-1900
37 Tennessee St.
Vallejo, CA 94590
GenesAutoRepair@sbcglobal.net
Handmade Store
Donna Del Bondio
Chris Roussopoulos
707-738-6036
4326 Knoxville Rd.
Harvest Sanitation
Tom or Doug Gomez
(707)226-9543
6095 Monticello Rd.
berryessagarbage@aol.com
Interior Expressions •Interior Design
Roxanne Robinson
707-322-1606
roxannesinteriorexpressions@gmail.com

All addresses are Napa, CA 94558 unless otherwise specified.

J. Rehmke Painting
Cell:415-987-3224
602 Noah Ct.
jrehmke@lakeberryessa .net
Lake Berryessa Boat &
Jet Ski Rentals
Marty Rodden
707-966-4204
7521 Hwy 128
lakeberryessaboatsandjetskis.com
Lakeview Boat & RV Storage
Tom Aswad
707-966-2628
7150 Knoxville Rd.
lakeviewboatstorage .com
Lake Berryessa Lions Club
Cheryl Silva
707-246-5028
Larry Finkle
707-966-9114
1300 Steele Canyon Rd.
Nannyjr1@gmail.com
Markley Cove Resort
Linda Frazer
707-966-2134
7521 Highway 128
markleycoveresort.com
Monticello Ski Club
Lonny Lopez
707-681-6865
monticelloskiclub@msn. com
www.monticelloskiclub.com
Morton’s Urban Pest Management
Craig Morton
510-236-7006
PO Box 9226
Craigcmorton@earthlink.net
Mosley Electric
Frank Mosley
(707) 326-6730
mosleyon@aol.com

Napa Valley Vintners
Michelle Novi or Rex Stults
707-968-4206
PO Box 141
St. Helena, CA 94574
rstults@napavintners. com

Spanish Flat Mobile Villa
Rob Wolf
415-788-1334
850 Montgomery St. Suite 101
San Francisco, CA 94133
rwa@robwolfassoc.com

Pamela Custom Fabrications
& Design
Pam Stadnyk
707-966-2322
4312 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.

Susan Sedillo
707-287-2663
106 Clearwater Ct.
ssedillo@gmail.com

Pleasure Cove Marina
Terry Sparkman or Teri Baker
707-966-9600
6100 Highway 128
Tsparkman9516@att.net
Teribaker02@att.net
Pope Valley Repair & Towing
Jeff Parady
707-965-2302
5875 Pope Valley Road
Pope Valley, CA 94567
Pridmore Boat Storage
Gil Pridmore
Cell 707-815-7605
1305 Capell Valley Rd.
pridmoreoffice@gmail.com
Promotional Edge
Michael Spranger
925-362-9913
2007 Hill Meadow Place
Danville, CA 94526
michael@promotionaledge.com
Spanish Flat Boat Storage
Wes Plunk or Debbie Plunkett
707-966-9253
4420 Knoxville Rd.
Spanish Flat Country Store & Deli
Marcia Ritz
707-966-1600
4318 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
marciaritz@lakeberrvessa.net

The Community Church
of Lake Berryessa
Pastor Bob Lee
707-252-4488 Cell
6008 Steele Canyon Rd.
terribob@lakeberryessa .net
Tuleyome.Org
Carol Kunze
Cell 530-723-8375
carol@tuleyome.org
www.tuleyome.org
Turtle Rock
Pete Leung
707-966-2246
2000 Capell Valley Rd.
turtlerockpete@gmail.com
U.S. Bureau Of Reclamation
5520 Knoxville Road
707-966-2111
Valley Christian Church
Randall Roach
Cell 707-718-0995
1193 Capell Valley Rd.
rbroach95@sbcglobal.com

Lake Level Update: 2/14/16
The elevation of the spillway (Glory
Hole) at Monticello Dam is 440 feet
msl. The water is now 38.83 feet
below the top of the spillway at
401.17 - rising 2.44 feet since
1/17/16 and 4.3 feet since January 1.
This season’s total rainfall stands
at 13.28 inches.

Last year at this time we had had
17.09 inches of rain and the lake had
risen to 411.8 feet, but the rain had
stopped on December 21, 2014 with
only 3.75 inches in early February
followed by nothing in March, 1.46
www.valleyinternet.com/ inches in April, and 1.01 inches in
May for a total of only 19.56 inches.
The high level was on 2/22/15 at
412.07 feet.
Valley Internet
707-422-1200
4160 Suisun Valley Rd.#E-352
Suisun, CA 94534

2 Congressman Mike Thompson
Responds to Lake Berryessa
Failed Bid Results
Thank you for contacting me
regarding Lake Berryessa. I appreciate
you taking the time to share your concerns
with me on this important issue. I, too,
have been disappointed with the
management of Lake Berryessa by the
Bureau of Reclamation (BOR).
Lake
Berryessa
has
hosted
concessionaires since the 1960s. For
years, the Lake provided quality visitor
services and recreation opportunities to
hundreds of thousands of visitors
annually.
But by the time the long-term
contracts for the concession sites came to
a close, many of these sites had fallen into
disrepair. Concessionaires had begun to
issue exclusive use permits, allowing
visitors to maintain trailers and mobile
homes permanently. Trailer owners often
added decks, docks, and driveways to
their plots.
Private ownership of lakefront sites
precluded the development of campsites,
day-use facilities, and assets that could
have better served visitors. The area came
to require frequent visits from law
enforcement, costing County taxpayers
about $1 million annually.
In 2000, the Department of the
Interior (DOI) conducted an audit of
concession management by BOR, and
found that at Lake Berryessa specifically,
long-standing health and safety problems
had gone overlooked, and agency
resources had been degraded. DOI
charged that these problems were the
result of flaws in the development and
enforcement of concession contracts. The
audit called on BOR to address health,
safety,
and
exclusionary
issues
associated with the nearly 1,300 longterm trailers and mobile homes located on
Federal property around the lake.
BOR then initiated extensive public
outreach as the put together a new Visitor
Services Plan (VSP) that would provide
for robust, widely-available recreational
opportunities under new concessions.
The agency conducted 12 public
meetings and briefings attended by some
1,200 people to solicit feedback and
create a plan that worked best for the
community. In 2006, BOR finalized a
decision to remove the trailers and
develop new facilities that would better
serve the short-term visitor. The Napa

County Board of Supervisors voted 5-0 to
support the new VSP.
Despite the extensive public
feedback and broad support behind the
VSP, BOR’s well-intended plans to
provide for improved recreation
opportunities for short-term visitors have
not materialized. After three requests for
proposals (RFP), the agency has not
secured new concession operators for the
main body of the Lake since the VSP was
issued in 2006. Industry representatives
have indicated that BOR’s excessively
prescriptive proposals do not provide for
an adequate return on investment.
Today, two of the five concession
sites are closed and three have been
reduced to primitive camping without
running water under short-term interim
contracts. Of the two concessions located
in the remote regions of the Lake known
as the Narrows, only one is under a long
term contract. The other is under an
interim contract, a disincentive for
investment.
After more than a decade of
uncertainty at Lake Berryessa, it’s long
past time for new management.
Recreational access to the Lake has been
restricted and the local economy has
taken a hit. We cannot support an
unchanged process and simply hope for
different results. Those who use and
depend upon the Lake deserve to have this
situation fixed.
Simply put, BOR is not the agency to
see us through this crisis. By the Federal
government’s own admission, recreation
does not fall in BOR’s wheelhouse.
According to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB), the recreation and
concessions “program is tangential to
Reclamation's mission to provide water
and power, therefore receives minimal
agency resources.” Nowhere is this more
evident than California, where BOR has
managed scarce water resources for a
state of nearly 40 million through five
years of severe drought.
That’s why I have again introduced
legislation to transfer the management
over Lake Berryessa from BOR to the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM).
BLM is better-suited to manage
recreational activities at Lake Berryessa:
the agency oversees 264 million acres of
public lands across the United States, and
has extensive experience managing
outdoor activities on including camping,
hiking, hunting, fishing, boating, and
more.

During my time in Congress, I’ve
collaborated with BLM on a range of
issues that impacted local communities
throughout Northern California. I worked
with the State of California, private
landowners, and BLM to revive the South
Spit of Humboldt Bay, curtailing
environmentally harmful and dangerous
uses of the area to instead promote
recreational opportunities for all under
the management of BLM. I am confident
that BLM management of Lake Berryessa
would ensure better management and
enhanced opportunities for visitors to the
Lake.
I have worked closely with the
administration, industry leaders, local
stakeholders, as well as my Republican
and Democratic colleagues on the House
Committee on Natural Resources on this
legislation, which has more than 175
bipartisan cosponsors.
The bill is drafted to ensure as little
disruption of services as possible in the
transition. Any existing long-term
contracts would remain in place, and the
bill prohibits the limitation of current
recreation opporunities.
BLM would have the ability to adopt
portions of the existing management
plan, minimizing the time and resources
required to develop a new plan by
allowing the agency to continue practices
that are working and modify those that
aren’t. Outdated portions of the VSP will
be replaced with provisions that better
respond to the demands of today’s
recreators, and the economic realities of
developing and maintaining concession
sites.
The bill also transfers the money used
by BOR for the management of Lake
Berryessa to BLM. To supplement this
funding, the bill would allow for
concessionaire fees collected at Lake
Berryessa to be reinvested in the site.
H.R. 4521 has been referred to the
House Committee on Natural Resources.
I will continue to work with my
colleagues to pass this bill and ensure a
smooth transition to new management.
In the meantime, I am working with
BOR officials to ensure that recreation
opportunities will be available at the Lake
for the upcoming season. While I was
disappointed that the agency was unable
to accept the proposed bids, I feel strongly
that long-term contracts should only be
awarded to qualified applicants. At my
insistence, the three most recent bids were
reviewed not just by BOR officials, but by

industry representatives and County
officials as well. It is clear that BOR isn’t
receiving strong bids because the
prospectus and RFP processes are
fundamentally flawed.
In the time since the bids were denied,
I have met with agency leaders in
California and in Washington to
understand why the bids were denied, and
what applicants can do to address
outstanding concerns. I will remain
involved in the process as BOR
determines the next course of action.
I have also worked with agency
officials to encourage BOR to take
responsibility for services provided by
the County. I was pleased that BOR
recently approved an agreement with the
County of Napa to finance law
enforcement services at the Lake that the
County has provided for years without
compensation.
Lake Berryessa has incredible
potential to attract visitors to our region
and bring the local economy back to life.
Rehabilitation of the Lake is one of my
top priorities, and I will continue working
with federal officials and local
stakeholders on a sustainable plan for the
future until the job is finished.
Again, thank you for sharing your
thoughts with me. Please continue to
contact me on all issues of importance to
you and to our district.
Sincerely,
MIKE THOMPSON

March Horoscopes
Aries (3/21-4/19): That bottle of whiskey
might help you sleep, but then, there’s
probably an easier way than smashing it
over your head every night.
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Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): The kinds of changes
that await you this week can be readily
found within the pages of most high school
chemistry books.

Applicants sought for Napa Valley Transportation
Authority (NVTA) Citizen Advisory Committee
The County Executive Officer announces one (1)
opening for a member to represent Napa County on the
newly created Napa Valley Transportation Authority
(NVTA) Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) with the
objective to address Napa Valley’s congestion issues.
The Citizen Advisory Committee will consist of
eighteen (18) members nominated by the various
jurisdictions. The Board of Supervisors will nominate one
person for appointment to represent Napa County on the
CAC. Initially, appointments will be staggered for a oneyear, two-year and three-year terms and thereafter will
serve two year terms. The NVTA will convene this new
committee in May 2016 with regular meetings held on the
first Wednesday of every month at 5:00 p.m.
The Citizen Advisory Committee will serve to provide
advice, comments and suggestions pertaining to plans,
programs and projects administered by NCTPA of interest
to the citizens of Napa County. The functions of the
committee shall include, but are not limited to:
-Advise NCTPA staff and Board on plans including
but not limited to Countywide Transportation Plans, Short
Range Transit Plans, Active Transportation Plans, and
project specific plans; and advise NCTPA staff and Board
on consumer issues related to the design of the VINE
system, and its ancillary systems/services, performance,
policies, marketing and communications.
Anyone interested in the appointment to the Citizen
Advisory Committee must submit a completed application
form or apply directly to the County Executive Office,
1195 Third Street, Suite 310, Napa, no later than 5 p.m. on
Mar. 31, 2016. The application form is available on the
county website at www.countyofnapa.org. Click on the
Committees and Commissions link. To submit an
application online, click “application for appointment”
and follow the application instructions.

Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): A car accident awaits
you in the coming days, which is
unfortunate, as it’s the kind that involves
too many Mountain Dews and not enough
gas stations.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): You’re no art expert,
but you know what you like, which explains
all the meatball sandwiches hanging on
your walls.
Leo (7/23-8/22): Love means something
different to everyone, but you immediately
come to mind whenever polite indifference
is mentioned.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): You’re a natural-born
skeptic, always questioning the world in
your search for empirical truth, rejecting
along
the
way
pseudoscience,
psychobabble, and any other nonsense—
like all Virgos.
Libra (9/23-10/22): No matter what path you
ultimately take, or what choices you
ultimately make, this week will still end with
you being shot out of a cannon.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): Note: This week’s
horoscope has been classified by the CIA
due to a series of national security
concerns. The constellation Scorpio has
already been detained.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): You’ve never
paid much attention to abandoned offshore
oil platforms before, but suddenly
everyone seems to think they’d be perfect
for you.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): NASA officials will
once again select you for a very important
mission. Though, to be fair, going out and
getting them coffee isn’t as exciting as it
used to be.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Surviving this week
will hinge heavily on the bear’s ability to
understand English, his grasp of such
higher concepts as mercy, and whether or
not you’ll let go of that honey.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): Giving birth is a lifechanging experience, especially when it
shoots straight out of your sternum like that

Purple Heart Veteran’s Fishing Event
On Saturday, April 23, 2016 Markey Cove will be hosting their
Fourth Purple Heart Veteran’s Fishing Event. Purple Heart
recipients are military veterans who were wounded while
serving our country. The Military Order of the Purple Heart
Foundation provides emotional, physical, educational and
financial support for wounded and disabled veterans, to help
improve their lives. Programs include suicide prevention,
support for veterans with brain injuries and counseling for PostTraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), as well as scholarships,
family assistance and claims assistance. These men and women
put their lives on the line in order to protect our freedom.
We thank all of you who volunteered to help in the past and once
again, we are asking for your help. There will be free launching
to those of you who want to be involved in taking a veteran
fishing. The fishing will run from approximately 8:00 am to
noon. Markley Cove will offer lunch to all the participants,
both the volunteers and the veterans. We will also have
music and door prizes to add to the fun.
Please consider becoming involved in this event. Call or
email us at: (707) 966-2134, robbie@markleycoveresort.com

Subscribe to the Lake Berryessa News
Since I've started printing the Lake Berryessa News again, so many
people have asked me if they can subscribe that I decided to reinstitute
a subscription service. The subscription price for my little “boutique”
newspaper will be $36 for the next 12 issues mailed to your home. I’ll
be printing two issues per month during the six month summer season
(April through September).
The Lake Berryessa News is the only place you can get the latest news
about Lake Berryessa. To subscribe, please send a check for $36
payable to Peter Kilkus to:

Peter Kilkus, 1515 Headlands Drive, Napa, CA 94558
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Bug Out Bag Basics
Staying in Touch.

by Gary Howes
Guns and Gunsmiths Editor
Just about everyone has a cellphone
these days, and the ability to stay in touch
with friends and family wherever you are
is usually taken for granted. There is no
denying that they have also been
responsible for saving many lives by
allowing stranded or injured hikers,
hunters and motorists to get in touch with
someone when trouble arises and they
need help.
However, despite claims to the
contrary by the companies that provide
mobile services, there are many large
areas of the country where mobile phones
don’t receive a signal leaving you out of
touch and having to fend for
yourself.
If you like to go hunting or
camping anywhere off the beaten
path where phones don’t work, or
just want to be able to keep in
touch in case your phone fails, has
a flat battery, or if you travel
overseas and don’t want to pay
those huge roaming charges, you
need to have a device that doesn’t
depend on mobile phone
technology.
That’s where PLBs, or
Personal Locator Beacons can
come into play. These are derived
from the EPIRBs (Emergency PositionIndicating Radio Beacon) that are
commonly found on most commercial
and some private boats and have saved
many at sea from disaster. Utilizing
various satellite systems instead of cell
towers, these can provide some form of
communication just about anywhere on
the planet as long as you have a clear view
of the sky.
PLBs come in various flavors, and in
the US usually fall into one of three types.
The first is the pure emergency-location
type such as ResQLink which serve one
function only. In a crisis all it takes is a

push of a button to send an SOS to local
Search and Rescue people with your
position, utilizing the government-owned
COSPAS/SARSAT system The main
advantage is cost–once you purchase the
device there is no service plan needed to
use it.
The next two devices are technically
not PLBs, but instead are called SEND or
Notification
Satellite
Emergency
Devices. Both use privately owned
satellite systems and require a monthly
subscription. One popular model is SPOT
which utilizes the Globalstar satellite
network. It is a low power transmitter and
coverage is not complete across the
planet, but it is fairly inexpensive to buy
(look for them on sites like Amazon.com
to do a little comparison shopping) and
requires a monthly subscription fee. The
second popular brand is the
Delorme
InReach
(inreachdelorme.com).
Although a little more
expensive than the SPOT
products, it has more
features, uses the Iridium
world-wide
satellite
system, and has the ability
to both send and receive
short text messages and
track your path as well as
the usual SOS function.
This 2-way communication
ability not only lets you
have a back-and-forth “conversation”,
but in the case of a real emergency, allows
the GEOS operator to let you know your
message was received and to get further
info from you regarding your problem.
With the ResQLink and SPOT systems,
you press the SOS button and hope that it
went through.
The model I bought is the inReach
SE. It doesn’t have onscreen routing and
waypoints like the more expensive
Explorer model, but I didn’t consider that
essential for what I wanted. After I
received the unit, I had it set up in less than
15 minutes with a subscription plan that
allows me to change plans up or down as
needed with no fee, as well as
suspend the plan for any months
that I don’t intend to use it. The
basic service I chose is less than
$15 per month–not too bad given
the safety and peace of mind it
brings.
Messages can be sent to a
smartphone or email address.
When setting up the inReach, I

was able to write 3 preset messages that
can be sent to pre-determined recipients
with just a couple of keystrokes such as ”
Arrived safely. All is well.” as well as any
number of common messages that can be
sent by SMS or email to anyone. This can
save a lot of typing time, a good thing
given the somewhat clunky onscreen
keyboard interface.
I recently tested the inReach during a
trip away to Nevada to go shoot some auto
machine guns and submachine guns with
some friends, and was able to send a
message to my better half telling her I was
OK, and got a reply back from her within
minutes. Of course the tracking info
included with my message also let her
know I was actually at the gun range and
not losing my money at a casino, so use at
your own risk!
The inReach also has an app for
iPhones, iPads, and Android devices that
can link the inReach to your phone or
tablet via Bluetooth and turn it into a large
screen mapping and messaging adjunct.
Very nice!
Another good feature is the inclusion
of a link to a map showing my location as
a part of any message I send. You can also
have the unit send regular tracking info
that someone else can follow on their
computer. It even can post your location
to your favorite social media site, such as
Facebook or Twitter.
I now know that I can head off into the
woods and be assured that I can let my
wife know I am OK (she thinks I’m
getting old and feeble) or if anything bad
did happen, help would soon be on the
way. That sort of peace of mind is worth
the money it costs and could potentially

save my life one day.

Why California Reservoirs
Dump Water in a Drought,

There’s a rule in California that may
seem bizarre in a drought-stricken state:
in the winter, reservoirs aren’t allowed to
fill up completely. Even now, a handful of
reservoirs are releasing water to maintain
empty space.
The practice is due to a decades-old
rule designed to protect public safety. If a
major winter storm comes in, reservoirs
need space to catch the runoff and prevent
floods. But with advances in weather
forecasting, some say this preemptive
strategy is outdated. A new, “smart” flood
control system could save water in years
when Californians need it most.
At one of the state’s major reservoirs

— Folsom Lake, east of Sacramento —
the volume of water spilling from the dam
has swollen eight-fold in the past few
weeks, sending billions of gallons
downstream, much of it into San
Francisco Bay.
Early in February the reservoir
reached a key threshold: 60 percent full,
which is the highest water level allowed
during the winter months, according to
rules from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the Sacramento Area
Flood Control Agency. Last year, most of
the reservoir was a dry, dusty lakebed.
What reservoir was left was confined to
the old river channels.
Just an average-size winter storm can
send huge volumes of water down the
American River into Folsom Reservoir,
boosting the lake by 10 percent or more. A
major storm can produce much more.
Sitting 40 percent empty allows the
reservoir to act as a buffer against floods,
gulping the runoff without overflowing.
In years where the upstream reservoirs are
fuller, Folsom Reservoir is required to
remain 60 percent empty.
The rules that govern water in the
West were created in the 19th century. An
alternative 21st century approach would
allow water managers to use cutting-edge
weather forecasts to gauge how much
flood space they need. Instead of
emptying out a reservoir preemptively,
managers would allow the reservoir to
stay fuller, keeping an eye on the forecast.
If a big storm appears, they’d have
three, four, five days lead time, enough to
release that extra water and get it out of the
way safely. If storms don’t appear, the
water would be saved for later in the year.
The question is whether weather
forecasts are precise enough - not just as
to when a storm is coming, but how big it
is. The Corps plans to decide whether to
manage Folsom Reservoir using weather
forecasts next year.
Changing current flood rules for how
much the reservoir can hold in the winter
would require an act of Congress. But if it
works at Folsom it would be a model for
reservoirs across the Western U.S.

******
One day I was walking down the beach
with some friends when someone
shouted, "Look at that dead bird!" A guy
looked up at the sky and said...'Where?'
They walk among us! And they vote!

Letters to the Editor
The Lake Berryessa News welcomes
your letters concerning Lake Berryesssa
issues. Please keep your letters to 500
words or less.

*****

To the Editor,
I, for one, believe in a strong federal
government. Except it is now evident
when decisions are made a continent
away in Washington, DC by bureaucrats
with no realistic conception of local
needs and conditions, time and money is
wasted to no avail.
The Bureau of Reclamations plans
for Lake Berryessa had beautiful
expectations of creating newly built, well
managed facilities to entice more people
to enjoy what Lake Berryessa offered
when the resort concession contracts
would expire and new bids would be
sought. They held meetings for those of
us who lived in the area to offer our ideas.
They assured us the transition would be
easy and smooth.
That was 10 years ago. Here is what
the Steele Park Resort offered when I
moved to the Berryessa Highlands. The
marina near the boat launch ramps had a
café for quick orders along with an
adjacent grocery. Down by the docks
there was a bait shop. When fishermen
got back with their catch they had a place
with running water to clean their fish. In
fact, the camp sites had easy access to
water; moreover, the campers had real
rest rooms with included showers.
There were covered docks which
could be rented so that boats could be
kept in the water for the season, besides
garages where other boats could be
stored. Boats could also be rented for the
day. And there even was a ski school.
A restaurant and bar overlooked the
main body of the lake. People who lived
in the park as well as those in the nearby
neighborhood would frequent both
eateries. The atmosphere at the main

restaurant would remind one of what
they saw in that old sitcom “Cheers.”
Among other amenities a popular ice
cream parlor opened in the summers.
This was a place both campers and those
who lived in the neighborhood enjoyed.
That was 10 years ago, before
everything was razed to the ground.
The BOR could’ve chosen to keep
what was good and improve what needed
improvement. However, the BOR didn’t
see the whole picture. Although
extensive camping and day use access
was already available, mobile home sites
immediately adjacent to the lake
could’ve been eliminated. There was
plenty of remaining area a bit farther
inland.
It was these mobile home owners
who did odd jobs around the resort,
helping to keep it clean and free of
rubbish left by campers. More
significantly, it was the rent they paid for
the land they occupied that made the
whole enterprise viable. They still
brought money into the park when
campers didn’t show during the winter
off season. They also spent their money
in the park.
Ten years on from the plan published
by the BOR here is what we now have:
Plenty of camp sites, but with no
electrical hookups anywhere, and no
convenient access to water. Instead of
nice restrooms, they have portable
outhouses. There isn’t even any water to
service the out of service fire hydrants,
even though each camp site does have a
fire pit. There are no amenities other than
that fire pit and a picnic table by each site.
There is a pre-existing launch ramp that
had not been demolished as the BOR had
done at the other resorts.
We have recently been informed that
only three of the five resorts needing new
concessionaires received bids, but none
of the bids met BOR demands. We have
no idea if those lacks were critical or just
cosmetic. Apparently,
they aren’t allowed to
make that public.
A neighbor asked
me what I thought the
BOR should try to
include in any new
contracts.
Well…
campers could use
decent restrooms and
convenient access to
potable water. A snack
bar would be nice, and

an ice cream parlor wonderful. Perhaps
they could allow boat docks to be
installed for those who’d like to keep
their boats ready to use conveniently.
It would be a start that could be built
upon. It would allow more possible
concessionaires to be in a position to be
able to bid for the BOR contracts. The
potential bidders could suggest their own
ideas for improvements which the BOR
could take in consideration when
awarding the final contract.
The dream that the BOR originally
had never was realistic. Ten years on
from that "seamless transition" they
promised, nothing has been achieved
except the ruining of the lake economy ,
the loss of local businesses and jobs for
local residents, and even the well-being
of any potential business a little down the
road, because no one comes to support
them when nothing is being offered in the
resort parks.
I urge whoever might have the power
to make the decisions that affect the
future of Lake Berryessa not to give
credence to those that insist the federal
government is incapable of credible
action. You might even consider
investing BOR funds to rebuild some of
the infrastructure you insisted be
demolished and which led to 10 years of
economic collapse around the lake.
Bette Maron, Lake Berryessa

*****

Make The Old Capell Valley School
Property A Community Park
Dear RPOSD Board members,
As president of the Lake Berryessa
Chamber of Commerce, I urge the Napa
County Regional Park and Open Space
District to make the old Capell Valley
School property a regional community
park. The property served as a local
school for many years, but also as a
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community playground, garden, and site
for community sports teams and events.
Hundreds of Napa County residents live
within easy reach of the site. The
property has excellent infrastructure to
continue to serve the community as a
regional park - infrastructure that would
have little value for use as a private
residential development. Although we
wish that the RPOSD would manage the
facility, a non-profit support group
already exists which could assist.
As part of unincorporated Napa
County, this site falls within your
jurisdiction and objectives. This project
would show local residents that they
have some representation and support at
the County level.
Let me point out that the RPOSD has
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on
other properties that have much less
access for average Napa County
residents, such as Moore Creek Park and
the land-locked Berryessa Vista “park”
accessible only by boat or kayak.
Although Berryessa Vista is only a few
miles from the Capell Valley School site,
it remains essentially unused many years
after its purchase.
The Capell Valley Community Park
would be a real park for real people.
Respectfully, Peter Kilkus
*****

Headlines from the Onion

GOP Maintains Solid Hold On Youth
That Already Look Like Old Men
Report: Average Male 4,000% Less
Effective In Fights Than They Imagine
Report: Many Companies Now Offering
Women Permanent, Unpaid Maternity
Leave
New Wearable Feedbags Let Americans
Eat More, Move Less

MONTICELLO SKI CLUB
Come Join Us

Annual Ski Passes

For The 2016 Water

$90.00 per person at

Ski Season At Our

Turtle Rock,

World Class Slalom

Markley Cove Resort,

Ski Course in Skier's

Pleasure Cove Marina,

Cove on Beautiful

& Steele Canyon

Lake Berryessa!

707-681-6865

Monticelloskiclub@msn.com

Recreation Area

www.monticelloskiclub.com

Support Your Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce Members
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Allied Propane Service
Gary Warren
707-678-8500
320 W. A St.
Dixon, CA 95620
garyw@alliedprogas.com

Chris Lacombe Consulting
Chris Lacombe
925-699-3729
PO Box 9184
clacombe17@msn.com
Cucina Italiana
Stefano Gusberti
707-966-2433, 707-254-5690
4310 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
.

Berryessa Boat Storage
Patrick or Judy Trihey
707-226-7408
1930 Capell Valley Road
Turkey1930@yahoo.com
Berryessa Electronics
& Mechanical Services
Paul Quarneri
707-966-0357
Cell: 775-843-7450
pdq9251@gmail.com

Dazzling Lites Glass Studio
Glyn Rixon
707-226-2815
5310 Monticello Rd.,
Dazzlinglitesglassstudio.com

Fog Canyon Vineyards
Stuart S. Williams
707-966-5000
1031 Steele Canyon Rd.
Berryessa Senior Center
Jerry Rehmke or Georgia Craddock willajaws@att.net
707-966-0206
4380 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.
Gene's Auto Repair
Tracy Renee
PO Box 9113
707-642-1900
37 Tennessee St.
Boodeaux Vintners
Scott Becker
Vallejo, CA 94590
707-258-8687
GenesAutoRepair@sbcglobal.net
1965 Capell Valley Road
Handmade Store
Donna Del Bondio
Burney Trucking
Alan or LeeAnn Burney
Chris Roussopoulos
707-252-7312
707-738-6036
1911 Capell Valley Rd.
4326 Knoxville Rd.
burneyranch@hotmai l.com
Harvest Sanitation
Tom or Doug Gomez
California Outdoor Properties
Cece Short or Robin Short
(707)226-9543
707-337-0224
6095 Monticello Rd.
4338 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
berryessagarbage@aol.com
guidesvc@inreach.com
Interior Expressions •Interior
Capell Valley Boat & RV Storage Design
Jean Howell
Roxanne Robinson
(707-253-0365 or (707) 321-3402 707-322-1606
roxannesinteriorexpressions@gmail.co
5080A Hwy 128
m
jrapvcp@yahoo .com
All addresses are Napa, CA 94558 unless otherwise

J. Rehmke Painting
Cell:415-987-3224
602 Noah Ct.
jrehmke@lakeberryessa .net
Lake Berryessa Boat &
Jet Ski Rentals
Marty Rodden
707-966-4204
7521 Hwy 128
lakeberryessaboatsandjetskis.com
Lakeview Boat & RV Storage
Tom Aswad
707-966-2628
7150 Knoxville Rd.
lakeviewboatstorage .com
Lake Berryessa Lions Club
Cheryl Silva
707-246-5028
Larry Finkle
707-966-9114
1300 Steele Canyon Rd.
Nannyjr1@gmail.com
Markley Cove Resort
Linda Frazier
707-966-2134
7521 Highway 128
markleycoveresort.com
Monticello Ski Club
Lonny Lopez
707-681-6865
monticelloskiclub@msn. com
www.monticelloskiclub.com
Morton’s Urban Pest Management
Craig Morton
510-236-7006
PO Box 9226
Craigcmorton@earthlink.net
Mosley Electric
Frank Mosley
(707) 326-6730
mosleyon@aol.com

Lake Level Status as of 3/15/16

Napa Valley Vintners
Michelle Novi or Rex Stults
707-968-4206
PO Box 141
St. Helena, CA 94574
rstults@napavintners. com

Spanish Flat Mobile Villa
Rob Wolf
415-788-1334
850 Montgomery St. Suite 101
San Francisco, CA 94133
rwa@robwolfassoc.com

The lake level rose .68 feet (8.2 inches) yesterday to
408.95 feet - 31.05 feet below Glory Hole - about 3.1 feet
to go to get to last year's "high" point of 412.07 feet.

Pamela Custom Fabrications
& Design
Pam Stadnyk
707-966-2322
4312 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.

Susan Sedillo
707-287-2663
106 Clearwater Ct.
ssedillo@gmail.com

Lake level has increased 7.48 feet since 3/4/16 and
rainfall has been 7.69 inches since 3/4/16.

Pleasure Cove Marina
Terry Sparkman or Teri Baker
707-966-9600
6100 Highway 128
Tsparkman9516@att.net
Teribaker02@att.net
Pope Valley Repair & Towing
Jeff Parady
707-965-2302
5875 Pope Valley Road
Pope Valley, CA 94567
Pridmore Boat Storage
Gil Pridmore
Cell 707-815-7605
1305 Capell Valley Rd.
pridmoreoffice@gmail.com
Promotional Edge
Michael Spranger
925-362-9913
2007 Hill Meadow Place
Danville, CA 94526
michael@promotionaledge.com
Spanish Flat Boat Storage
Wes Plunk or Debbie Plunkett
707-966-9253
4420 Knoxville Rd.

The Community Church
of Lake Berryessa
Pastor Bob Lee
707-252-4488 Cell
6008 Steele Canyon Rd.
terribob@lakeberryessa .net
Tuleyome.Org
Carol Kunze
Cell 530-723-8375
carol@tuleyome.org
www.tuleyome.org
Turtle Rock
Pete Leung
707-966-2246
2000 Capell Valley Rd.
turtlerockpete@gmail.com
U.S. Bureau Of Reclamation
5520 Knoxville Road
707-966-2111
Valley Christian Church
Randall Roach
Cell 707-718-0995
1193 Capell Valley Rd.
rbroach95@sbcglobal.com

Rainfall was 0 inches yesterday keeping the total
season's rainfall to 22.07 inches.
The lake’s capacity is now at 1,012,996 acre feet or
63.3% of total.

Due to saturation and rapid runoff, the average rise in
lake level for this 11 day period of storms has been 11.7
inches level rise per inch of rain.

Lake Berryessa Information Resources
Bureau of Reclamation Information Page:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/index.html

BOR Lake Berryessa Visitor Information:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/visitor-info.html

BOR Lake Berryessa Recreation Opportunities:
www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/rec-opp.html

Markley Cove Resort:
www.markleycoveresort.com

Pleasure Cove Marina:
www.goberryessa.com

Spanish Flat Recreation Area:
www.spanishflatcamping.com

Valley Internet
Steele Canyon Recreation Area:
www.goberryessa.com/campground-at-steele707-422-1200
canyon
4160 Suisun Valley Rd.#E-352
Spanish Flat Country Store & Deli Suisun, CA 94534
Marcia Ritz
www.valleyinternet.com/ Putah Canyon Recreation Area
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4318 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
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Exciting New Game Fishing
Opportunity at Lake Berryessa
Genetic engineers at the University of Lake
Berryessa have teamed up with scientists from the
California Department of Fish and Game to create a
new class of sport fishing at the lake. Although anglers
love the trout, bass, kokanee, catfish, and crappie
fishing at Lake Berryessa, new biological research will
bring the excitement of deep sea ocean fishing to large
freshwater lakes.
Genetically-modified saltwater ocean species such
as Marlin and Dorado have been developed which can
thrive in fresh water environments. The only difference
is that the selected test species have been tailored to
their more limited environments by controlling size.
Blue marlin are possibly the most sought-after
marlin species. Beautiful in form, capable of
spectacular fighting ability and having the potential to
reach great sizes, blue marlin have inspired and
continue to inspire the dedicated pursuit of thousands of
skippers, crews and anglers.

Adult male Marlin in the open ocean may grow to 300
pounds and 20 feet in length. The new freshwater Lake
Berryessa Marlin have been genetically-limited to
grow to no more than 30 pounds and 5 feet in length –
with no loss in their fighting vigor and delicate flavor.
The first stocking of this exciting new game fish is
scheduled or April 1, 2016. However, there have been
several secret tests of the adaptability of a limited
number of the new marlin recently. The Lake Berryessa
News was able to capture confidential photos of some
of the tests.

Canada Wants To Buy Lake Berryessa

C.A.S.T. for Kids at Lake Berryessa

The Chamber of Commerce of Lake Berryessa
announced that the Canadian Tourism Board had
expressed interest in buying the Lake Berreyssa region
and moving it north of the US/Canada border. The
Canadian Tourism Board expressed dismay that Napa
County had never shown much interest in developing
the lake for its full tourism and revenue potential.
Other buyers said to be interested in the Lake
Berryessa region were Kansas, Oklahoma, Uzbekistan
and a private party who wanted to move Lake Berryessa
to the South Pacific.

Squeez Bacon

Online retailer thinkgeek.com
unveiled Squeez Bacon, 100%
bacon paste that could be squeezed
from a tube. It described it as "the
world's most perfect food."
Squeez Bacon® is fully cooked
100% bacon. Due to the patented
electro-mechanical process by
which Squeez Bacon® is rendered,
it requires no preservatives or other
additives. Each serving is as healthy
as real bacon, and equivalent to 4
premium slices of bacon! You can
put it on sandwiches, pizza, pastas,
bacon, soups, pies, eat it hot or cold (warm Squeez
Bacon® on toasted rye is to die for), substitute it for
bacon in your recipes, or even eat it right out of the tube
like we do! If it's edible, it's better with Squeez.

The Bureau of Reclamation, in partnership with the
C.A.S.T. (Catch a Special Thrill) for Kids Foundation,
will host a C.A.S.T. for Kids fishing event at Lake
Berryessa on Saturday, May 14.
The C.A.S.T. for Kids Foundation is a national, nonprofit organization whose goal is “to provide disabled or
disadvantaged children with the opportunity to enjoy a
quality outdoor recreational experience through the
sport of fishing” (http://www.castforkids.org/).

USBWine
Download wine direct to your home! Easy to use and
reliable. 3D food printers may finally be here, but it’s
always been easier to transmit liquids over the internet.
After years of development, USB wine is here. The first
USB flash drive to download your choice of wine at any
time of the day and to any computer.
Use this revolutionary technology and discover our
exclusive catalog of over 1200 wines - download in a few
seconds! Already available - an e-cellar of fine wines
with more than 1200 to download!

The event will be held from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lake
Berryessa’s Oak Shores Day Use Area. Each child will
receive a fishing pole, tackle box, T-shirt, and other
prizes and spend the morning fishing with local anglers
and volunteers. A free barbeque lunch will be served to
participants, parents and volunteers in the afternoon.
Pre-registration is required for this event as availability
is currently limited to 40 children. Reclamation is
seeking boaters and anglers who wish to volunteer their
time and the use of their boat, as well as volunteers for
shoreline support. For more information, please contact
Park Ranger Victoria Payan at 707-966-2111, ext. 113,
or vpayan@usbr.gov.

April Horoscopes
Aries (3/21-4/19): A prizewinning
horse should have a thick coat, strong
hindquarters, and an elegant gait.
Also, it probably shouldn’t talk,
suddenly split in two, and run off in
opposing directions.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): It’s not enough to
just sit there and cry about your
problems all night long. Try also
kicking your legs a bit to see if that
helps.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): The stars foresee
a huge promotion at work this week.
Get ready to move up to Senior Person
Whom Nobody Takes Seriously or
Respects.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): You will soon make
a comfortable living exploiting other
people’s deep-seated anxieties and
crippling fears.
Leo (7/23-8/22): You have failed in your
life’s goal, but don’t feel too bad: Of all
the people who dream of working at a
fast food restaurant, only 98 percent
actually make it.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): The events of next
week will closely mirror all the other
events in your life up to that point.
Libra (9/23-10/22): Do not believe
those who tell you they can see your
future. They are merely preying upon
your ignorant, fearful, superstitious
nature.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): Try as they
might, the stars can’t see the point in
telling you about next week. You’ll just
do whatever you damn well please,
anyway.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Will you
finally get that big job promotion? Is a
whirlwind romance in the cards for
you? Tune in to Sagittarius next week
for all the answers and more!
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Despite their
best efforts, rescue workers will fail to
pull you out from beneath hundreds of
pounds of stored fat this week.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): If you pledge to
Aquarius at the $50 membership level,
not only will you be supporting quality
predictions in the future, but you’ll also
receive this handsome Cancer tote
bag.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): You’ve never really
thought of yourself as a cat-person,
but the splicing, trans-binding, and
DNA re-sequencing will soon change
all of that.

Reclamation Announces Spring 2016 Events and Park 7
Ranger Interpretive Programs at Lake Berryessa
All activities will be held rain or shine and are free of charge. Some
programs have group size limitations, so please contact the Park
Ranger Office regarding availability. Participants should wear
sturdy shoes and clothing appropriate for the weather and bring
water and sunscreen. Children are welcome, but those under age
18 must be accompanied by an adult.
Dufer Point Visitor Center: April 1 through September 11:
Weekends and holidays 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Weekdays Noon-3 p.m.
Park Rangers are available to answer questions about natural
resources, recreational opportunities, wildlife and the area’s
history. Brochures, maps, trail guides and other educational
information are available free of charge. Contact the Park Rangers
at 707-966-2111 ext. 113 for information about park events, hikes,
kayak tours and educational programs.
Meet a Park Ranger at Monticello Dam!
Saturdays (Starting April 23) 12-3 p.m., Monticello Dam
Overlook Parking (Highway 128, 9 miles west of Winters)
Ever wonder why Lake Berryessa was created? How much water
it holds? What was there before the reservoir? Where the water
goes? Get answers to these questions and more when you meet a
Park Ranger at Monticello Dam every Saturday throughout the
summer. Stop by any time between 12 and 3 p.m. to learn fun facts
about this essential water resource. Please contact a Park Ranger
at 707-966-2111 ext. 113 with questions.
Paddle with a Park Ranger: Saturday, May 7, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Oak Shores Day Use Area
Experience the beauty of Lake Berryessa from a unique
perspective during a 2-3 hour, Park Ranger-led paddle tour. Watch
for bald eagles, ospreys, otters and other wildlife as the Ranger
introduces you to the natural and human history of the reservoir.
These outings are open to experienced swimmers with a kayak or
canoe. Coast Guard-approved life jackets will be available.
Participants should bring their kayak, life jackets, paddles,
sunscreen, hat, water and food. Pre-registration is required.
Kayaks may be available for participants on a first-reserved, firstserved basis. For more information, please contact Ranger
Victoria Payan at 707-966-2111 ext. 113 or vpayan@usbr.gov.
Subscribe to the Lake Berryessa News
Since I've started printing the Lake Berryessa News again, so many
people have asked me if they can subscribe that I decided to reinstitute
a subscription service. The subscription price for my little “boutique”
newspaper will be $36 for the next 12 issues mailed to your home. I’ll
be printing two issues per month during the six month summer season
(April through September).
The Lake Berryessa News is the only place you can get the latest news
about Lake Berryessa. To subscribe, please send a check for $36
payable to Peter Kilkus to:

Peter Kilkus, 1515 Headlands Drive, Napa, CA 94558
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Purple Heart Veteran’s Fishing Event

On Saturday, April 23, 2016 Markey Cove will be hosting their Fourth
Purple Heart Veteran’s Fishing Event. As I am sure you know, Purple Heart
recipients are military veterans who were wounded while serving our country.
The Military Order of the Purple Heart Foundation provides emotional, physical,
educational and financial support for wounded and disabled veterans, to help
improve their lives. Programs include suicide prevention, support for veterans
with brain injuries and counseling for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD),
as well as scholarships, family assistance and claims assistance. These men and
women put their lives on the line in order to protect the freedoms we enjoy every
day. They deserve a very big thank you for their sacrifices.
Markley Cove Resort and the Military Order of Purple Heart Organization
work together to sponsor this special day that is open to ALL veterans who have
served our country. Each year the event has grown. It gives each of us the
opportunity to spend time with our veterans and to say “thank you” for their
sacrifices.
We thank all of you who volunteered to help in the past and once again, we
are asking for your help. The Purple Heart Order is currently contacting veterans
who would like to take part in this year’s event. There will be free launching to
those of you who want to be involved in taking a veteran fishing.
The fishing will run from approximately 8:00 am to noon. Following the
return from fishing, Markley Cove will offer lunch to all the participants, both
the volunteers and the veterans. We will also have music and door prizes to add
to the fun.
Please consider becoming involved in this event, if you are willing to donate
your time and/or your boat, please e-mail or call us at the number listed above.
If you are not able to participate on that day, please consider a monetary donation
to help pay for food, prizes, and entertainment. Whatever you can do will be
gratefully accepted. These men and women deserve so much more, but at least
we can take this opportunity to give back one day of our time to show we care.
Call or e-mail Markley Cove now so you too can experience this truly awesome
event. Robbie Rubio, (707) 966-2134, robbie@markleycoveresort.com
Lake Berryessa makes bid to host Running of the Bulls
Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce spokeswoman, April Fulton,
announced they were making a bid to host the Running of the Bulls. The
Chamber believes that for too long the people of Pamplona have
monopolized this event.
“We are determined to grab the bull by the horns and snare this important
event for Lake Berryessa,” she said. The Chamber will partner with
Envirosports or HITS which put on several Lake Berryessa triathlons that
originate at Oak Shores Park and continue on Knoxville Road.
The bull run could possibly become the opening event at the next triathlon.

A Lake Berryessa News Contribution to a Bizarre Election Cycle
April Fool's Day Becomes April Fool's Year!

St. Stupid’s Day and the Dumbing Down of America
Although April 1st is usually referred to as
April Fools Day, the date has also become a
holy day for some churches such as the
Church of the Last Laugh in San Francisco.
Each year on April 1 they sponsor a St.
Stupid’s Day Parade.
St. Stupid is the patron saint of religion,
politics, and the Internet. He and his
followers are responsible for the dumbing
down of America by the methodical
destruction and purposeful elimination of
the means by which a society educates and
enlightens itself.

All reasoning is done from some point
of view.
-Identify your point of view.
-Seek other points of view and identify
their strengths as well as weaknesses.
-Strive to be fair-minded in evaluating all
points of view.

All reasoning is based on data,
information, and evidence.
-Restrict your claims to those supported
by the data you have.
-Cconsider information that opposes your
position as well as what supports it.
-Make sure that all information used is
Although April Fools Day celebrates sly wit clear, accurate, and relevant.
and twisted humor, it also inadvertently -Make sure you have gathered sufficient
highlights the serious lack of scientific and information.
mathematical knowledge of the American
public as well as a complete lack of the All reasoning is expressed through, and
shaped by, concepts and ideas.
ability to think analytically on the part of
many. This issue of the Lake Berryessa -Identify key concepts and explain them
News includes several stories which only clearly.
-Consider alternative concepts or
you can decide if true.
alternative definitions to concepts.
Critical Thinking is the intellectually -Make sure you are using concepts with
disciplined process of actively and skillfully care and precision.
conceptualizing, applying, analyzing,
synthesizing, and/or evaluating information
All reasoning contains inferences by
which we draw conclusions.
gathered from, or generated by,
observation,
experience,
reflection, -Infer only what the evidence implies.
reasoning, or communication, as a guide to -Check inferences for their consistency
with each other.
belief and action.
-Identify assumptions that lead you to
your inferences.
All reasoning has a purpose.
-Take time to state your purpose clearly.
-Distinguish your purpose from related
All reasoning leads somewhere, has
implications and consequences.
purposes.
-Check periodically to be sure you are still -Trace the implications and consequences
that follow from your reasoning.
on target.
-Search for negative as well as positive
implications.
All reasoning is an attempt to figure
something out, to solve some problem. -Consider all possible consequences.
-Take time to clearly and precisely state
the question at issue.
*****
-Express the question in several ways to
Corporate Tattoos in Kids' Future?
clarify its meaning and scope.
The Pepsi-Cola Company, in search of more
-Break the question into sub questions.
innovative ways to reach out to young
-Identify if the question has one right
consumers, is offering teenagers an
answer or is a matter of opinion.
intriguing deal.The company is asking
teenagers to tattoo themselves with its
All reasoning is based on assumptions.
corporate logo. Thecompany will pay for
-Clearly identify your assumptions and
the tattoos. In return for permanently
determine whether they are justifiable.
branding
themselves, the teenagers will
-Consider how your assumptions are
receive a lifetime 15% discount on the
shaping your point of view.
company's products.

Lake Berryessa 10 Acre Ranchette
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MONTICELLO SKI CLUB
Come Join Us
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World Class Slalom

Markley Cove Resort,

Ski Course in Skier's
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Cove on Beautiful

& Steele Canyon

Lake Berryessa!

707-681-6865

Monticelloskiclub@msn.com

Recreation Area

www.monticelloskiclub.com

The Following Notice was scheduled for release on the Internet on April 1, 2014!
(And remember that everything you read on the Internet must be true!) However, due
to the traditional complications affecting anything managed by the Bureau of
Reclamation, the actual announcement was delayed two years.
Bureau of Reclamation Releases Final Plans to Raise Monticello Dam
(but Sierra Club Protests)
BOR officials announced that, after decades of rumors, Monticello Dam will
finally be raised 10 feet as part of their redevelopment plan for Lake Berryessa. Napa
County signed away most of its original water rights to the lake and now Solano
County is being pressured by Budweiser to supply more water to its brewery.
To protect sensitive wildlife habitat, the BOR will build a 15 foot tall dike around
the shoreline. The Sierra Club, which originally agreed to help fund a 165 mile trail
around the lake, agrees that if the dike is built it should become the “trail around the
lake”: a win-win multi-use solution.
Per Congressman Mike Thompson, since it will be funded at taxpayer expense
as a multi-use trail, the dike will be wide enough for hikers, bikers, horses,
motorcycles and ATV’s to share. Special launch ramps will be built at the resorts for
high water access.
However, the Sierra Club also proposed an alternative plan to drain the lake
completely and rebuild the Town of Monticello as affordable housing for Napa
County. The Sierra Club believes this would be the simplest solution to eliminating
the legal problems surrounding the BOR’s fiasco with the present resort contracts –
just get rid of the lake and create a mega-trail amusement park.
The Bureau of Reclamation wishes to make everyone aware that their alleged
“destruction of Lake Berryessa” was nothing of the sort. Despite protests by the Lake
Berryessa Chamber of Commerce and local businesses and residents, Reclamation
claims that their elimination of resorts and launch ramps was only a clever way to limit
lake usage so that they can proceed with building the dike without interference from
those pesky visitors.

Family Has Strict
No Smartphone
Rule While Eating
Dinner In Front Of
TV
Mattel Releases
New Male Barbie
To Inspire Girls To
Imagine Holding
Highest Leadership
Positions
Alarming U.N.
Report Finds World
Lost 40 Million
Acres Of Personal
Space Last Year
Pathetic Excuse For
Man Paid Same
Wage As Female
Counterpart
Sudafed Introduces
New Sinus Drill For
Immediate
Congestion Relief
Scientists Slowly
Reintroducing Small
Group Of Normal,
Well-Adjusted
Humans Into
Society
Report: Getting Out
Of Bed In Morning
Sharply Increases
Risk Of Things
Getting Even Worse
Resourceful Man
Able To Cobble
Together Bad Mood
From Handful Of
Minor Annoyances
Zoo Hosts Contest
To Name Baby Of
Pregnant Gift Shop
Worker
Man Makes Quick
Call To Parents So
Next Week’s Call
To Ask For Money
Doesn’t Seem That
Bad
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Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce
Meet the Candidates for Napa County Supervisor District 4
Monday, April 18, 6:30 PM - 8 PM, Capell Valley Fire Station, 1193 Capell Valley Rd.
Chris Malan

Alfredo Pedroza

Diane Shepp

www.votechrismalan2016.com

www.apedroza.com

www.shepp4supervisor.com

I have spent over 30 years as a mental health
professional for the County of Napa, helping others put
their lives back together after much suffering. For the
past 11 years, I have worked solely with Napa County’s
homeless population. For two decades I have
developed a network of environmental efforts and
projects to conserve our natural systems that sustain us,
such as watersheds, forests, and wildlife.

It has been an honor to serve you on the Napa County
Board of Supervisors. During my first year on the job
as your Supervisor, I’ve greatly enjoyed serving our
community by bringing a common-sense approach to
the issues facing our community, including a focus on
balancing growth with agricultural and open space
protections, making affordable housing a reality, and
addressing road repairs and traffic issues.

In the past decade we have witnessed a dramatic change
in the Napa Valley. As a professional, I have lead our
community in the nonprofit, social welfare and
educational sectors. I served on the Grand Jury. I get the
job done. I have been listening to what neighborhood
groups and local citizens are saying.

In 1996, I managed a successful campaign against an
initiative (Measure W and X) that would have resulted
in a large housing development in the agricultural
watershed. In 1998, I co-coordinated a successful
citizen-led ballot initiative for flood management and
Napa River restoration (Measure A). Two years later,
as an Executive Member of the Napa Sierra Club, I led
successful litigation, requiring the County to fully
comply with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) to protect the environment when approving
new vineyards.

To ensure we achieve our goals, we need
comprehensive planning with all our industries and
City partners. As a former Council member in the City
of Napa and now as a County Supervisor, I have the
relationships, leadership, and energy to bring solutions
forward.

If elected, I would address poverty in Napa County, by
working to raise the minimum wage to a livable wage
and increase the amount of low-income and affordable
housing. Additionally, I would focus on growth that is
sustainable and meets the needs of the community as a
whole, and environmental issues that affect our quality
of life, such as availability of water and water quality,
preservation of and access to open spaces, forest
protection, and traffic congestion.
County compliance with local and state laws, fiscal
responsibility, and increasing community access to
Board of Supervisor meetings and information would
also be top priorities.
Lastly, if elected, I pledge to donate 25% of my
Supervisor salary to local non-profit organizations that
are working to address issues related to poverty, and
environmental education and protection.
In sum, I am seeking the position of Napa County
Supervisor BECAUSE PEOPLE AND THE
ENVIRONMENT MATTER.

Alfredo Pedroza is a lifelong Napa resident and was
appointed to the Board of Supervisors by Governor
Jerry Brown on December 29, 2014. Alfredo was
elected to the Napa City Council in 2012, becoming
Napa’s youngest and first Latino Council member ever
elected.
The Pedroza family made Napa Valley their home in
the early 1970’s with the goal of chasing the American
Dream. Alfredo Sr. was a farmworker for over 33 years
and along with Martha, instilled the values of hard
work, integrity, and the value of a dollar in Alfredo.
Professionally, Alfredo has worked in the financial
services industry for more than 10 years, having careers
with credit unions and community banks. Alfredo’s
many years of experience in the financial services
industry have helped countless local families and
businesses improve their finances and thoughtfully
manage and sustain growth.
Alfredo is active with service clubs and nonprofit
organizations. His passion for public and community
service stems from his commitment to working to
create a Napa County where his children and future
generations of Napa citizens will live, seek jobs, start
businesses, and raise their families.

Lake Berryessa Doesn't Need Any
More "Urban" Supervisors!
One of the first questions asked by folks we
are talk to is: "What are the boundaries of
District 4?" Good question since Lake
Berryessa used to be in District 3. After the
last redistricting, the lake community is now
split between District 3 (north) and District
4 (south).
Diane Shepp's web site answered this
question by posting maps that delineate the
boundaries of District 4. The first map is
District 4 outlined in yellow. (This will be a
bit difficult to see in black and white.) The
second map focuses in on the urban area of
Napa that is included in District 4.

• The trucking of Napa City water to support hillside
vineyards while city residents are asked to let their
lawns go brown is not an equitable solution.
• Near grid-lock traffic worsens everyday (not good for
residents, local businesses, the wine industry or
visitors).
• Can the working middle class, the backbone of our
county afford to live here?
I believe it is the job of government to protect the health,
welfare and safety of its citizens. As your County
Supervisor I will give you a voice for your concerns.
• I believe in keeping it local...keeping jobs in Napa. I
will promote a living wage, affordable-proximity
housing for local workers [teachers, hospitality and
wine industry employees among others], so they may
call Napa their home too.
• I will work to protect our agricultural-based economy,
our watersheds, open space and sustainable resources.
• I will promote needed investment in infrastructure,
road repair, waste water systems, water quality, and a
livable wage.
As a rural resident of the Soda Canyon area, Diane
understands the needs of people living in the
unincorporated areas of Napa County. She will stand up
for all residents, including rural residents, not the
special interests, and will push to protect family farms
and open spaces, and promote smart investments in
better roads, parks, transit, and the services that keep our
community a wonderful place to live.

These two maps indicate the basic
unfairness of the requirement that all
supervisory didtricts contain relatively
equal number of voters. Although urban
areas (cities and towns) already have local
governments looking after their needs, the
rural unincorporated areas only have county
supervisors to stand up for them.
But if the supervisor only has to appeal to the
urban voters (where the majority of the
votes exist) they can ignore rural areas like
Lake Berryessa since they do not need those
votes to be elected. This has been the
historical plight of the Lake Berryessa
community for decades.
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Flowers and Fire at Lake Berryessa

I was talking to Brad Kirkpatrick up in Pope Valley
awhile ago about the fascinating history and politics of
the Lake Berryessa region. We wandered onto the topic
of the beautiful crop of wildflowers sprouting after the
rain. Hiking around the lake is even more enjoyable when
the view is framed by so many colorful flowers. Since
Brad was also once the Chief of the Pope Valley
Volunteer Fire Department, I asked him about something
that has been bothering me for the forty years since I
came to Northern California.
Whenever there is an especially wet year, the fire
professionals warn that it will be a “bad fire season”. But
every year that rainfall is low, the same fire professionals
warn that it will be a “bad fire season”. Are they just
trying to scare us every year? Is it just news media
sensationalism as usual?
Brad laughed at the question, but seemed to believe
that although a wet season can be bad, a dry season could
have the greater potential to be “badder”. The real
difference is in the type of “bad”. I stopped at the CDF
fire station on Knoxville Road on the way home to see
what they thought about my confusion. The professional
firefighters on duty gave me a rundown on the technical
issues.
First, there is no “good” fire season. The difference
in “bad” is based on the type of fire which can be caused
by the different fuel loads. A wet season causes heavy
growth of flowers, small plants, and grasses. When these
dry out they can feed a very aggressive hot fire that is hard
to attack. The larger fuel such as trees contain a lot of
moisture after a long wet season and will not burn early.
Professional fire fighters judge fuel loads by the time
it takes them to dry out. One hour and 10 hour fuels like
grasses dry fast. Even if they were wet in the morning –
they’re dry an hour later in the sun. The 1,000 hour fuels
like big trees can take 42 days to dry out.
That’s why you may have huge late season fires like

Live at Lake Berryessa!
the Oakland – the big fuel
Your Own
www.steelecanyonrd.com
Endless Summer At
loads have finally dried out.
The Lake
So which is worse? Dry
3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
1,467 sq. ft.
seasons can have fires that
AMBER PAYNE
Relax, garden, or
REALTOR
start early in the year
entertain, your choice
CalBre#: 01302244
Mountain
range views
(February-March) and can
707-235-1124
from the rear deck
888-864-4133 (fax)
still happen until late in the
Custom interior paint
www.amberpayne.net
and tilework
year. Wet season fires don’t amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com
Spacious living room
start until later in the fire
with family room
which opens to kitchen
season (June-July) but can be
1243 Steele Canyon Road
Two car garage, RV/
fast and furious and be even
Endless summers really happen at this single story home situated in the eastern
boat parking.
hills of Napa County. Designed for modern day living with upgrades throughout.
larger later in the year
$395,000
Only minutes from Lake Berryessa and Steele Canyon Recreation Area.
(September-October).
Wet year or dry year, Napa County Firewise
Specialists with the Napa County say, “People should be
prepared for the worst ever fire season because every fire
season has the potential for being the worst ever.
Property owners need to take the initiative to do the work
to create defensible spaces around their homes because
even minor prevention preparation can make a major
difference in survival.”
There is another dimension which is that fire weather
during the season was more important than how a season
may start. Long stretches of hot weather with high winds
multiplies the problems. Also, when firefighting
resources are stretched thin across the state, any fire can
be hard to eliminate.
So enjoy the flowers while you can. Flowers burn too
– some are even worse than grasses because of their oil
content. I also learned that vineyards burn – they may
look a bit like firebreaks, but they’re not. And they make
attacking a fire more difficult because of the stakes and
guy wires uses to support the vines. Many thanks to our
dedicated fire fighters – those suits are not air
conditioned!
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Q: Why do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have
buttons on the left? A: When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and
worn primarily by the rich. Because wealthy women were dressed by maids,
dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's right! Since most people are right-handed,
it is easier to push buttons on the right through holes on the left. And that's where
women's buttons have remained since.

Report: Red Meat
Linked To
Contentedly Patting
Belly
Man Basks In
Triumphant Glory
After Purchases
Line Up To Exact
Value Of Gift Card
Carlos Santana
Surprises Wife With
Coupon For Free
45-Min. Guitar Solo
Area Man Never In
Mood To Do Things
He Hasn't Done
Before
Self-Help Lecture
Attendees Surprised
To Hear Speaker
Was Once Just Like
Them
World-Weary
Garbage Man No
Longer Shocked By
Things People
Throw Out
More Realistic Meat
Substitute Made
From Soy Raised In
Brutally Cruel
Conditions
FDA Report Finds
Food Prevents
Hunger 98% Of
Time When
Properly Used
New Speech
Recognition
Software Factors In
User’s Mouth
Always Being Full

Dufer Point Visitor Center
April 1 through September 11: Weekends and holidays 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Weekdays Noon-3 p.m.
Park Rangers are available to answer questions about
natural resources, recreational opportunities, wildlife and
the area’s history.
Brochures, maps, trail guides and other educational
information are available free of charge.
Contact the Park Rangers at 707-966-2111 ext. 113 for
information about park events, hikes, kayak tours and
educational programs.
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Live the Lake Life at Lake Berryessa!
www.headlandsdrive.com

Custom Lake Home
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths,
1,713 sq. ft.
Open floor plan

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Kitchen with island

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalpar
tners.com

Living room with pellet
stove
On-demand water heater
Two car garage
RV/boat parking

1014 Headlands Drive
Live the lake life in this custom home on a corner lot with outdoor living space,
spacious deck, and terraced yards. Fully fenced with plum and cherry trees.
Huge bonus: seller has paid the watere/sewer assessment IN FULL!

Minutes to Steele Park
Recreation Area

$385,000

Fishing with Sid at Lake Berryessa
This time of the year is one of my favorite to go fishing, the reason being that
I can fish in shallow water and see the fish chase and hit the bait. Fish are starting
to nest - water temp is 65 degrees. Shore fisherman are doing well also because they
can see the fish as they walk the shoreline and throw their bait.
Last weekend Jim and his son Joshua went out with me and had a good few
hours out on the water and landed a nice 4 pound bass. The next day Albert and I
headed out and caught a nice limit with the largest fish weighing in at 3.6 pounds.
This weekend I took John out to an area of the lake he had never been to. I showed
him bass nesting in shallow water. There were quite a few nests he was fascinated.
I went into a cove where we saw fish swimming and I cast out a Carolina rig
set up and was immediately hit by a nice size bass. It was a beautiful warm day
almost like summer but that evening it started to rain and the next day I went out
with John and Albert wearing our rain gear and it did rain all day long.
We caught a limit of fish right in the area where we launched the boat. We could
see a large cement slab in the water and the fish were roaming in that area. John and
Albert were drop shooting and I was using the Carolina rig and on my second rod
I was using a River2Sea crawdad.
Our last stop of the day was at the tree laying in the water in Willie's ski school
and the amazing thing was an approximate 10 pound bass was swimming next to
a one pound bass and of course we all tried our best to lure the big one or tempt her
but to no avail but it was fun trying. We headed in for the day a little damp but we
had a good time. www.fishingconnection.net

Park Potential for Former Capell Valley School Site

Lake Level Status as of 4/12/16

You are invited to a public meeting on Wednesday April 27th, 6:30 PM, at the Capell
Valley Fire Station, 1193 Capell Valley road. This meeting is being held to discuss the
potential for a local park at the former Capell Valley school site.

Despite the recent .55 inches of rain, the lake
level has decreased .24 inches to 411.05 feet
- 28.95 feet below Glory Hole - about 1 foot
to go to get to last year's "high" point of
412.07. The lake has been essentially stable
for the last two weeks.

The meeting is being hosted by the core group which has been working for years to
obtain the property from the Napa County School District. The group is made up of
local residents Bob Lee, Sandy Storck, Beth Botts, and Anita Odell. The project is
incorporated as the non-profit Capell-Berryessa Community Center Inc.
In December 2015 the School District, following the legally required process, has
designated the Capell property as surplus, thus allowing it to be disposed of. The
decision has been made to sell the property as part of a fundraising effort in the
District’s Master Plan. The sale will be accomplished via sealed bid with the sale
process possibly starting this month.
The Capell group has been involved in ongoing meetings with the School District,
Napa County Regional Park and Open Space District, County Supervisor Alfredo
Pedroza, and others. The goal is to obtain the school site as a county park/community
center for local community and the larger county use.
The vision, which has been shaped by community input, would involve typical
community center activities such as meetings, weddings and other community events.
As a park, sporting activities and outdoor events would be offered as well as a place
to picnic and enjoy a park type setting. There is room for a community garden. And
there is the potential for having a central location to offer public services, something
which is lacking in this area. It is also be an ideal location for a Sheriff's substation.
Please come to the meeting on Wednesday, April 27, at 6:30 for more information and
to voice your support, concerns and suggestions for use regarding this project. The
group is trying to determine community support as there will be a need for community
involvement if they are able to obtain the property. You may also provide comments
at their email address: cbcommunitypark@gmail.com
*****
Paddle with a Park Ranger
Saturday, May 7, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Oak Shores Day Use Area
Experience the beauty of Lake Berryessa from a unique perspective during a 2-3 hour,
Park Ranger-led paddle tour. Watch for bald eagles, ospreys, otters and other wildlife
as the Ranger introduces you to the natural and human history of the reservoir. These
outings are open to experienced swimmers with a kayak or canoe. Coast Guardapproved life jackets will be available. Participants should bring their kayak, life
jackets, paddles, sunscreen, hat, water and food. Pre-registration is required. Kayaks
may be available for participants on a first-reserved, first-served basis. For more
information, please contact Ranger Victoria Payan at 707-966-2111 ext. 113 or
vpayan@usbr.gov.

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!
www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.
Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove
Upstairs master suite
w/deck access
Two guest rooms
Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access

1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool &
hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

$494,000

Last year the lake was already dropping
quickly. On April 11, 2015 the lake was
already lower than today at 410.85 feet and
dropping This means that the Capell launch
ramp may be able to stay open longer than it
did last year when it closed in mid-July.
Rainfall total remains at 23.21 inches for the
season. At the present level Lake Berryessa
holds 1,046,291 acre-feet of water, which is
65.4% of it’s 1,600,00 acre-feet capacity.
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We Don't Need Any More "Urban" Supervisors juvenile golden eagles, which look very similar.
Supervisor District maps show the basic Eagles are still protected under the Bald and Golden
unfairness of the requirement that all districts contain Eagle Act, however, and it is against the law to trap,
relatively equal number of voters. Although urban purchase or sell the eagles, their nests, eggs or body
areas (cities and towns) already have local parts.
governments looking after their needs, the rural
The easiest way to tell juvenile baldies from
unincorporated areas only have county supervisors to juvenile goldens is to look at the legs. If there is
stand up for them.
feathering down the leg to the toes, it’s a golden eagle.
But if the supervisor only has to appeal to the
Juvenile bald eagles’ feet and “ankles” are bare.
urban voters (where the majority of the votes exist)
they can ignore rural areas like Lake Berryessa since Female eagles have the same coloring as males, but
they do not need those votes to be elected. This has are distinguished from the males by their larger size.

been the historical plight of the Lake Berryessa
community for decades.
If a candidate gets less than 20% of the vote, it
usually signifies a profound voter dissatisfaction with
that candidate. Official election records show that this
was the case in a previous election for District 3
supervisor before the Lake Berryessa region was split
into two districts - diluting its political clout.
The incumbent supervisor got less than 19% of the
vote in Pope Valley (17.7%) and Lake Berryessa
(18.9%). If a candidate gets less than 34% of the vote,
this is still a telling repudiation of that candidate’s
performance. This was also the case for the incumbent
in Angwin (34.7%) and Oakville (33.7%). The
incumbent also got less than 44% of the votes in Deer
Park and along the Silverado Trail.
The problem is that the total number of registered
voters in those areas was only 4,100 people and the
total number of registered voters in District 3 was
13,365, the majority of those inside the city limits of
St. Helena and Calistoga.
Rural vote
Incumbent - 30% of 4,100 = 1,230
Challenger - 70% of 4,100 = 2,870
Urban vote
Incumbent - 70% of 9,200 = 6,440
Challenger - 30% of 9,200 = 2,760
Total Incumbent = 7,670
Total Challenger = 5,630
Challenger lost by 60% to 40%
*****
Bald Eagles at Lake Berryessa
The adult eagles — which mate for life — can
weigh about 14 pounds and live for up to 30 years in
the wild, but they don’t get their distinctive white head
and yellow beak until they’re a little over 4 years old.
Younger bald eagles are mottled brown and white with
a black beak, and are sometimes confused with

Here are some fun facts about our national bird:
* Bald eagles like to play. They’ve been observed
tossing around plastic bottles and other light objects on
the ground, and even passing sticks back and forth
between them when in flight.
* For optimum saturation of oxygen, when the
eagle takes a breath, the air passes through the lungs
twice before it’s exhaled.
* The eagles’ eyes are almost as large as those of
Q. What Do You Call Cheese That Isn't Yours?
a human, but their eyesight is four times keener than
ours.
A. Nacho Cheese.
* Their nests can be up to 8 feet wide and weigh
more than a ton. Males and
Very Unique Property at Lake Berryessa!
females work together to build
www.5191statehwy128.com
their nests and the construction
can take up to 3 months. Bald
eagles will often use the same nest AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
site year after year.
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
* They can fly at speeds up to
888-864-4133 (fax)
35 miles per hour, and can www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
“swim” by using their wings like
artners.com
oars to move them across the top
One of a kind, oak-studded, creekside, 1.26 acre parcel sits off Hwy 128 just past Moskowite
of the water.
Corner. Dual zoning includes Marine Commercial and offers a 10 stall boat storage
structure! Main home: 2 bdrms, 1 bath, office. Second home is a fixer w/2 bdrms, 1 bath.
* Bald eagles are “diurnal”
Rare opportunity at $425,000
which means they’re most active
during the day — which in turn
makes it easier for us to see them!
Lake Berryessa Lake View Home! Lindal Cedar Home!
* The large birds prefer a diet
www.514Neptune.com
Cozy 1,750 sq. ft. home
of fish, but will eat just about
offering 4 bedrooms,
anything they can find; and
2.5 baths
AMBER PAYNE
they’re not above literally
Located
in a cul-de-sac
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
stealing meals out of the mouths
Three car garage with
707-235-1124
office!
888-864-4133 (fax)
of other animals like otters and
Plenty of room for a
www.amberpayne.net
boat or RV
osprey. Baldies also have been amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com
Wood Stove
known to gorge themselves
Freshly Painted
when food is plentiful, then sit
514 Neptune Court
Solar system to reduce
carbon footprint!
quietly for several days while
Enjoy the natural beauty of Lake Berryessa in this two story home with lake
views! Boat, swim, ski, kayak, fish on the lake, then come home to relax on one
$459,000
their gigantic meal is digested.
of five VIEW decks! Panoramic views in living room and master suite too!

Rattlesnakes , continued
Spring is the period of greatest activity. Emerging from winter
hibernation, they are hungry and looking for mates, as this is also
the breeding season. During this time they will eat prodigiously,
look for females to court, and will battle competing males. During
these times of stress, and when trying to eat and when in their
opaque stage several days before they are ready to shed, they are
most likely to act in an aggressive manner when disturbed.
Snakes migrate to and from their winter denning site, so
aggregations of them may be found during a short period of time
during the spring and fall. Dens are usually in rocky outcroppings
in the hills, or in deep animal burrows.
It is mistakenly believed that rattlers are active only during the
heat of the day. Not only do they rest during the heat of the day,
sheltered from the sun, they are adept hunters in the dark, their heat
pits and sense of smell guiding them to prey.
During periods of excessive heat during the day, many diurnal
animals become crepuscular (active at dawn and dusk) or partially
nocturnal. Thus rattlers are more nocturnal in summer than during
the spring or fall, and adults are more nocturnal than juveniles.
When out walking, hiking or camping, precautions should be
taken from early morning to late evening, as temperature, season
and humidity can all affect just when rattlers will be active.
Rattlers cannot move fast enough to overtake a person who
wants to get out of its way. The only danger is that the person falls
or trips in getting away, thus disturbing another snake, or falls
towards the rattler rather than away.
Ratlesnakes vs. Dogs
Most bites to dogs occur on the face or extremities. The
rattlesnake bite is generally “hemotoxic” which means that it
exerts its toxin by disrupting the integrity of the blood vessels. The
swelling is often dramatic with up to 1/3 of the total blood
circulation being lost into the tissues in a matter of hours. The
toxin further disrupts normal blood clotting mechanisms leading
to uncontrolled bleeding. This kind of blood loss induces shock
and finally death. Facial bites are often more lethal as the swelling
may occlude the throat or impair ability to breathe.
The toxin further disrupts normal blood clotting mechanisms
leading to uncontrolled bleeding. This kind of blood loss induces
shock and finally death. Facial bites are often more lethal as the
swelling may occlude the throat or impair ability to breathe.
Effects depend on the amount of venom injected.
Approximately 20-25% of bites are "dry" meaning no venom has
been injected, 30% of bites are mild meaning they cause local pain
and swelling in the bite area and no systemic symptoms, 40% of
bites are severe with approximately 5% actually being fatal.
An elderly couple was watching television one evening. The
wife said, "I am going to get a dish of ice cream now." Kindly, the
husband offered to get the ice cream for his wife. "I'll write it down
so you don't forget," she said.
"I won't forget," the old gent said. "But, I want chocolate syrup
and nuts on it. So, I'll write it down," she replied."I will get you the
ice cream. Don't you worry," replied the gentleman.
A few minutes later, the old man returned with bacon and eggs.
His wife said, "See, I should have written it down because you
forgot the toast."

May 1 Horoscopes
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Aries (3/21-4/19): Remember, the slow
cycle of sun, wind, and rain can sunder
even the hardest stone, so whatever you do,
don’t go outside.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): Don’t sink to the
level of those who would drag you down
with their judicious criticism. Instead,
listen to those who praise you
indiscriminately no matter what.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): The sun is in Virgo,
the moon is in Capricorn, and Cancer is in
Taurus this week. But you are still single.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): Patience will see you
through life’s most harrowing times. You
can fake patience by sleeping constantly.
Leo (7/23-8/22): Although Mercury is
rising in Venus this week, do not worry;
this is just a mystic-sounding horoscope
term. No actual planetary collision is
taking place.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): You've tried everything
you can think of to stop yourself from
gaining weight. Unfortunately, you have
your best ideas while eating entire
coconut-cream pies.
Libra (9/23-10/22): You will soon
encounter a strapping, sexy authority
figure, but be wary: In the early stages of
the relationship, it's better to just let him
give you the speeding ticket.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): You will
experience unbounded happiness and
success in every area of your life this week,
unless there is something fundamentally &
irreversibly wrong with you.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Your life story
will bring much-needed happiness and
laughter to the world, especially the
hilarious ending.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Although the last
few weeks have been classic examples of
"same crap, different day," anomalous
ripples in the space-time continuum will
allow you to experience the same crap, but
on the same day over and over.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): You will slowly
come to appreciate the value of silence
when everyone seems to want to say things
you do not wish to hear.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): What you'll later
choose to describe as a "through the
looking glass" moment will actually be
more of a "down a set of stairs, through a
plate-glass window, and out into heavy
traffic" sort of afternoon.

Where were you in
1969?
Subscribe to the Lake Berryessa News
Since I've started printing the Lake Berryessa News again, so
many people have asked me if they can subscribe that I
decided to reinstitute a subscription service. The subscription
price for my little “boutique” newspaper will be $30 for the
next 10 issues mailed to your home. I’ll be printing two issues
per month during the six month summer season (May through
September).
The Lake Berryessa News is the only place you can get the
latest news about Lake Berryessa. To subscribe, please send
a check for $36 payable to Peter Kilkus to:

Peter Kilkus, 1515 Headlands Drive, Napa, CA 94558

6 Rattlesnakes: Friend or Enemy,
or just a primal fear?
By Peter Kilkus

Above the Berryessa Highlands
we’ve regularly had close encounters with
rattlesnakes in spring and summer. We
had an adventure getting one out of our
kitchen a couple of years ago. One just
slithered between our friends on our
shooting range last weekend. There’s
nothing quite like walking down a trail
and coming upon a coiled rattlesnake
looking you in the eye – the cold flash of
adrenaline you feel.
I once chased a 3-footer off our road
and it did something I’ve never seen.
When I threw a rock at it, it gave a loud
(kind of scary) rattle, then jumped into the
lower branches of some tightly packed
bushes and zipped away without touching
the ground as far as I could follow it.
Rattlers have good vision to at least 15
feet away under moderate illumination.
The eyes are set so far to the sides of the
head that they have only a limited field of
binocular (stereo) vision. This may result
in their moving their head from side to
side as they try to get a good picture of
something. Rattlers are too slow to outrun
or dodge even the slowest of their
enemies, thus the need for good longrange vision.
Though rattlesnakes are dangerous if
provoked, they are generally not
aggressive, and they also provide humans
with a tremendous service - they eat
rodents, other reptiles, and insects, and are
in turn eaten by other predators.
A friend sent me a photo of a king
snake eating a rattlesnake on the deck of
neighbor’s house in Wragg Canyon. The
king snake was tightly coiled around the
rattler and half the rattlesnake was already
inside the king snake.
The California Poison Control Center
notes that rattlesnakes account for more
than 800 bites each year with only one to
two deaths. About 25 percent of the bites
are “dry,” meaning no venom was
injected, but the bites still require medical
treatment.
Do’s and don’ts in snake country:
Be aware that startled rattlesnakes
may not rattle before striking defensively.
There are several safety measures that can

be taken to reduce the likelihood of
startling a rattlesnake.
Never go barefoot or wear sandals
when walking through wild areas. Wear
hiking boots.
When hiking, stick to well-used trails
and wear over-the-ankle boots and loosefitting long pants.
Avoid tall grass, weeds and heavy
underbrush where snakes may hide during
the day.
Don't move planks, rocks or logs by
hand - use a stick or crowbar until you can
see under it. Do not step or put your hands
where you cannot see, and avoid
wandering around in the dark. Don't reach
into holes in the ground, rocks or trees,
woodpiles, abandoned buckets or tires.

Step ON logs and rocks, never over them,
and be especially careful when climbing
rocks or gathering firewood. Check out
stumps or logs before sitting down, and
shake out sleeping bags before use.
Never grab “sticks” or “branches”
while swimming in lakes and rivers.
Rattlesnakes can swim.
Be careful when stepping over the
doorstep as well. Snakes like to crawl
along the edge of buildings where they are
protected on one side.
When you hear a rattle or loud hiss,
freeze until you identify where the sound
is coming from; you don't want to
accidentally step on it when trying to flee.
Once you have spotted it, give it time to
move away. If it doesn't, move slowly

straight away from it; don't walk to one
side or the other as that could be perceived
as threatening. Look behind you before
you start to walk backwards - you don't
want to trip over a rock, or another snake.
Don't handle a dead or injured snake.
Dead snakes may not really be dead.
Muscle contractions can still cause
wounds, even when handling the
decapitated head of a rattler.
Is it a rattlesnake?
Many a useful and non-threatening
snake has suffered a quick death from a
frantic human who has mistakenly
identified a gopher snake, garter, racer or
other as a rattlesnake.
This usually happens when a snake

assumes an instinctual defensive position
used to bluff adversaries. A gopher snake
has the added unfortunate trait of
imitating a rattlesnake by flattening its
head and body, vibrating its tail, hissing
and actually striking if approached too
closely.
A rattlesnake is a heavy-bodied,
blunt-tailed snake with one or more rattles
on the tail. It has a triangular-shaped head,
much broader at the back than at the front,
and a distinct “neck” region. The
rattlesnake also has openings between the
nostrils and eyes, which is a heat-sensing
pit. The eyes are hooded with elliptical
pupils.
Additional identifying characteristics

include a series of dark and light bands
near the tail, just before the rattles, which
are different from the markings on the rest
of the body. Also note that rattles may not
always be present, as they are often lost
through breakage and are not always
developed on the young.
Encouraging and protecting natural
competitors like gopher snakes,
kingsnakes, and racers will reduce the
rattlesnake population in the immediate
area. And, kingsnakes actually kill and eat
rattlesnakes.
What to do if bitten.
Though uncommon, rattlesnake bites
do occur, so have a plan in place for
responding to any situation. Carry a
portable phone, hike with a companion
who can assist in an emergency, and make
sure that family or friends know where
you are going and when you will be
checking in.
The first thing to do if bitten is to stay
calm. Generally, the most serious effect of
a rattlesnake bite to an adult is local tissue
damage which needs to be treated.
Children, because they are smaller, are in
more danger if they are bitten.
Get to a doctor as soon as possible, but
stay calm. Frenetic, high-speed driving
places the victim at greater risk of an
accident and increased heart rate. If the
doctor is more than 30 minutes away, keep
the bite below the heart, and then get to the
doctor as quickly as possible.
Do not try to cut the bite wound open
or suck out the poison. Wash the bite area
gently with soap and water
Remove watches, rings, etc, which
may constrict swelling. Immobilize the
affected area
Rattlers tend to bask near an escape
hole - a rocky crevice or animal burrow to which they can go when they feel
threatened. Their other methods of
defense, in order of general preference,
includes procrypsis (their protective
coloring enables them to blend into the
background especially when the snake is
absolutely motionless); rattling; flight escaping down it's bolt hole or just away
from the disturbance; withdrawing its
body into a flat (along the ground) coil,
hissing and rattling; drawing up into a
striking coil, hissing and rattling; striking.

... RANCHO TEHAMA AIRPARK WEEKEND GETAWAY ...
Convenient
Furnished
3,500’
Single Story
Runway
Home
Access
3 Bdrm
100’ From
2 Full Bath
Your Hangar
2 Parcels on

Fits a Piper,
Cessna, or
Ultra-Light

2 Fenced
Acres
You too can have "Happy Landings" for only $170,000

MONTICELLO SKI CLUB
Come Join Us

Annual Ski Passes

For The 2016 Water

$90.00 per person at

Ski Season At Our

Turtle Rock,

World Class Slalom

Markley Cove Resort,

Ski Course in Skier's

Pleasure Cove Marina,

Cove on Beautiful

& Steele Canyon

Lake Berryessa!

707-681-6865

Monticelloskiclub@msn.com

Recreation Area

www.monticelloskiclub.com

Live at Lake Berryessa!
www.steelecanyonrd.com

Your Own
Endless Summer At
The Lake
3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
1,467 sq. ft.

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

Relax, garden, or
entertain, your choice
Mountain range views
from the rear deck
Custom interior paint
and tilework
Spacious living room
with family room
which opens to kitchen
1243 Steele Canyon Road
Two car garage, RV/
Endless summers really happen at this single story home situated in the eastern
boat parking.
hills of Napa County. Designed for modern day living with upgrades throughout.
Only minutes from Lake Berryessa and Steele Canyon Recreation Area.

$395,000

Onion Headlines
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Out-‐Of-‐Control
Angel Kills
Dozens Of
Bystanders At
Vatican Air Show
New Study Finds
Humans
Experience
Greatest Feelings
Of Joy When
Pushing ‘Skip Ad’
Button
Woman Leaving
Meeting Worried
She Came Off As
Too Competent
ExxonMobil CEO
Relieved It
Finally Too Late
To Do Anything
About Climate
Change
Man Who
Stopped Dieting
Already Seeing
Results
Popular New
Exercise App Just
Tells Users They
Ran 5 Miles A
Day No Matter
What
Study Finds
Running For 20
Min. Each Day
Could Add Years
Of Soreness To
Life
Study: Average
American Now
Requires 3
Attempts To Get
Up From Seated
Position

Three elderly gentlemen were talking about what their
grandchildren would be saying about them fifty years
from now.
"I would like my grandchildren to say, 'He was successful
in business'," declared the first man.
"Fifty years from now," said the second, "I want them to
say, 'He was a loyal family man'."
Turning to the third gent, the first gent asked, "So what
do you want them to say about you in fifty years?"
"Me?" the third man replied. "I want them all to say, "He
certainly looks good for his age'!"

4 Who’s a Senior, What’s a Senior?
One of my favorite sayings is: You
don’t stop playing because you get old, you
get old because you stop playing!
While insurance adjusters, health care
planners, and social security analysts note
with trepidation our lengthening life
expectancy, and leisure industries
scramble to cater to bored retirees, many of
us realize that there is still important, but
different, work for “elders” to do.
What is old age for? Anthropological
studies conclude that old age is humanity’s
greatest invention! It propelled the
development of culture, language, and
society. The deliberate enlistment of
grandparents into the work of rearing the
young stands as a defining characteristic of
human beings.
An African proverb says, “The death
of an old person is like the loss of a library”.
Elders have always made important
contributions to the young of their families
and communities.
For those of you who remember the
trauma of turning 30 during the “don’t trust
anyone over 30” days of the 60s, the
turning 60 birthday in the 21st century may

feel even worse. Almost no one I know
says they feel like a “senior” even though
they may be well over 60. Our bodies may
give us unwelcome hints that we are aging,
the modern world gives us plenty of
opportunities to keep from “being old”.
How do we keep from “growing old
inside”? Surely only in community. The
only way to make friends with time is to
stay friends with people.
So how can we translate philosophy
into action at Lake Berryessa? Through the
Lake Berryessa Senior Center - a key
community resource that offers a broad
range of social activities and support
services. And this energetic group of
Berryessa residents is redefining the
definition of senior, not only because you
only have to be 50 to join, but because of
their positive attitude towards community
action. As with any volunteer
organization, the more active people who
join the more active things there’ll be to do.
The Center’s great facility is available
to rent for special occasions - room for a
hundred peopleand a large kitchen for a
minimal charge and a cleaning deposit.
Call for details at 707-966-0206.

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!
www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.
Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove
Upstairs master suite
w/deck access
Two guest rooms
Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access

1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool &
hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

$494,000

Fishing Luck at Turtle Rock

Live the Lake Life at Lake Berryessa!
www.headlandsdrive.com

Custom Lake Home
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths,
1,713 sq. ft.
Open floor plan

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Kitchen with island

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalpar
tners.com

1014 Headlands Drive
Live the lake life in this custom home on a corner lot with outdoor living space,
spacious deck, and terraced yards. Fully fenced with plum and cherry trees.
Huge bonus: seller has paid the watere/sewer assessment IN FULL!

Living room with pellet
stove
On-demand water heater
Two car garage
RV/boat parking
Minutes to Steele Park
Recreation Area

$385,000

Smittle Creek Trail: Oak Shores Park to Smittle Creek Park
5 miles round trip, 2.5 hours, elevation gain: 100', dogs allowed
Berryessa Knoxville Road parallels the west shore of Lake Berryessa and offers
access to marinas, campgrounds, beaches, and the park headquarters. Oak Shores
Park and Smittle Creek Park sit on the west shore of Lake Berryessa. The large dayuse parks are popular recreation areas with sandy beaches, picnic areas, and fishing
sites. Oak Shores Park has eight different recreation areas with a hundred picnic
sites. The two lakefront parks are connected by the Smittle Creek Trail, a 2.6 mile
trail that follows the shoreline of Lake Berryessa. The trail explores gorgeous
inlets, quiet coves, and crosses over oak-covered knolls. Throughout the hike are
closeup views of Big Island and Small Island. Bald eagles are frequently sighted.
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2 The Lake Berryessa News
Endorses Diane Shepp for
District 4 Supervisor
After more than a fifteen years
of bumbling about by the Bureau of
Reclamation and the recent epic fail
of the latest bid process, Lake
Berryessa voters, businesses, and
residents are angry.
Supervisor District maps show
the basic unfairness of the
requirement that all districts contain
relatively equal number of voters.
That means the majority of the votes
in our District 4 are in the urban
areas of downtown Napa. Although
urban areas already have local
governments looking after their
needs, the rural unincorporated
areas like Lake Berryessa only have
County supervisors to stand up for
them. We don’t need another “urban
supervisor”.
Diane Shepp has visited the
Lake Berryessa area several times
and spoken with local residents
about their concerns. She is also a
founder and board member of Napa
Vision 2050, a coalition of 14
affiliates
concerned
with
influencing current development
policies to insure Sustainability of
the finite resources of Napa County.
As a rural resident of the Soda
Canyon area, she understands the
needs of people living in the
unincorporated areas like Lake
Berryessa.
Sustainability recognizes the
interrelatedness of the economy,
society, and environment. It also

recognizes that after fifty years of
environmental progress, society
knows how to combine those needs
to create environmentally-sound,
economically-balanced,
peopleoriented communities. We know
how to implement sustainable
practices for wineries, sustainable
design outcomes for lake resorts,
and sustainable rural development
for the good of local people.
Diane Shepp understands these
issues and has broad public service
experience. She also has a vision for
the sustainable revitalization of
Lake Berryessa and surrounding
rural regions. *****
I worked as a staff person in the
California Legislature for 12 years,
and have been a Registered
Investment Advisor in Napa for
more than 34 years.
Having
experience
with
politicians and finance, there is
nothing more dangerous to our
society and economy than
professional
politicians
and
investment bankers. Our current
District 4 Supervisor is both a
professional politician and a banker.
He is also generously funded and/or
supported by other professional
politicians and special financial
interests.
Diane Shepp, whom I support
for Supervisor, taught at Vichy
School, served on the Napa County
grand jury, the Napa Valley Opera
House board, and is a member of the
Napa Vision 2050 board, among
many other civic and community

organizations.
She has a long history of
protecting our natural resources,
and fighting for affordable housing,
a living wage and quality jobs, as
well as finding a balance between
agriculture, tourism, and rampant
and destructive growth. We need
her on our Board of Supervisors.
John C. Harrington
*****
I have known Diane Shepp
since we served together on the
Napa County Grand Jury several
years ago and greatly benefited
from her deep and critical interest in
the Napa Valley and her profound
concern for its citizens' well-being.
Diane has also served as chair of
the Napa County chapter of the
California
Grand
Jurors
Association as well as its state
organization and is an active
member and officer of Protect Rural
Napa. Most importantly, perhaps,
Diane has been involved in virtually
all of the important land-use issues
in the county as an environmental
leader and spokesperson.
I believe that her election as
supervisor
will
significantly
advance the virtues of Napa County
for and on behalf of the local citizens
and the community at large. She will
do her very best to ensure that the
folks who live and work in Napa
County will continue to enjoy the
benefits of life in this beautiful part
of the world.
Carl Bunch

About Diane Shepp

Share the Road Goes Both Ways

May 15 Horoscopes

Community development and education are the primary
focus of Diane's professional career as a teacher (Vichy
Elementary), nonprofit administrator, fund developer, and
artist.

During any local discussion of bicycles on Lake Berryessa roads,
motorists express annoyance at having a bicyclist impede their
progress. Some truly odd stories come up. The one that sent chills
up my spine was about the lady who rode with her baby in a bicycle
sidecar that stuck out into the highway although she was riding on
the right side of the road.

Aries (3/21-4/19): You’re beginning to
wonder exactly who is in charge of quality
control for all those treasure maps.

The law says that people who ride bikes must ride as close to the
right side of the road as practicable except under the following
conditions: when passing, preparing for a left turn, avoiding
hazards, if the lane is too narrow to share, or if approaching a place
where a right turn is authorized. Unfortunately, some motorists
and even police don’t understand cyclists’ right to “take the lane.”

Leo (7/23-8/22): Just when it seems that all
hope is gone, you’ll discover a deep
untapped reservoir of hope deep within
you which will soon be gone too.

Many traffic laws reflect the fact that some road users pedestrians, school children, emergency workers and road crews,
for example - are especially vulnerable to passing motor vehicles.
That’s why drivers have special speed limits and special passing
rules when approaching crosswalks, schools, emergency vehicles
and road crews. Specifying three feet as the minimum passing
distance extends similar protection to people on bikes.

Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): When you were
a child, you spoke as a child, you
understood as a child, and you thought as
a child; so no real changes, then.

Diane served on the Napa County Grand Jury 2007-2008
and as Pro-Tempore of the 2008-2009 Grand Jury;
President of the Napa County Chapter of the California
Grand Jurors Association (CGJA) 2010-2011 and
2012-15; and the Vice President of the statewide
California Grand Jurors’ Association 2014-15.
Appointed by the Napa County Board of Supervisors in
2007, to the Napa County Commission for Arts and
Culture, Shepp sat as Chair of the Commission 2009-2012.
She has held executive positions with the John Muir
Festival Center, the Napa County Arts Council, the Solano
County Arts Alliance, the University Art Museum
Council-University of California, Berkeley, Napa
Emergency Women’s Services and the Wildlife Rescue
Center of Napa County.
Active at the local, state and national levels, Shepp is a
founding board member of the Napa Valley Opera House
Inc., Ag 4 Youth- Upvalley Ranchers, Napa Vision 2050,
Protect Rural Napa and the Soda Canyon/Loma Vista
Land Stewards. Shepp also served as a founding board
member and Past President of the California Assembly of
Local Arts Agencies; Past President of the Volunteer
Council of the di Rosa Preserve: Art & Nature; Past
President of Vichy Elementary Alternative PTA; served
on the original faculty of Leadership Napa; and a former
member of the National Assembly of Local Arts Agencies
Leadership Committee.
Shepp is a graduate of the University of California,
Berkeley, and the Getty Leadership Institute. A charter
member of the Golden West Women Flyfishers, Shepp
enjoys fly-fishing, and travel when not in her art studio.
Diane is a third generation Californian. She and her
husband Alan have raised two daughters since moving to
the Napa Valley in 1984

Very Unique Property at Lake Berryessa!

Lake Berryessa Lake View Home!

www.5191statehwy128.com

www.514Neptune.com

Lindal Cedar Home!
Cozy 1,750 sq. ft. home
offering 4 bedrooms,
2.5 baths

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Located in a cul-de-sac
Three car garage with
office!
Plenty of room for a
boat or RV
Wood Stove
Freshly Painted

One of a kind, oak-studded, creekside, 1.26 acre parcel sits off Hwy 128 just past Moskowite
Corner. Dual zoning includes Marine Commercial and offers a 10 stall boat storage
structure! Main home: 2 bdrms, 1 bath, office. Second home is a fixer w/2 bdrms, 1 bath.

Rare opportunity at $425,000

514 Neptune Court
Solar system to reduce
carbon footprint!
Enjoy the natural beauty of Lake Berryessa in this two story home with lake
views! Boat, swim, ski, kayak, fish on the lake, then come home to relax on one
of five VIEW decks! Panoramic views in living room and master suite too!

$459,000
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Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): You will abandon
your search for the wisdom of the East
when it turns out to be devoid of cool kungEach year in California, more than 100 people are killed and fu moves.
hundreds of thousands more are injured in bicycle collisions.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): You will suffer dire
Bicycle riders on public roads have the same rights and consequences after toying with powerful
responsibilities as motorists, and are subject to the same rules and forces you do not understand, namely
regulations.
gravity.
The Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce has initiated a bicycle Cancer (6/22-7/22): Having a girl pop out
safety project since bicycles are a fact of life at the lake and both of the birthday cake was a fine idea, but
bicyclists and drivers need to understand the rules. But the Golden you really should have given more thought
Rule is: Exercise Patience! Slow Down and Think!
to when the cake is cut.

Virgo (8/23-9/22): You will make medical
history this week as the first person to
The driver of the motor vehicle that is overtaking or passing a recover from smallpox only to die from a
bicycle proceeding in the same direction on a highway from never-before-seen strain of enormouspox.
passing at a distance of less than 3 feet between any part of the
Libra (9/23-10/22): Readers across the
motor vehicle and any part of the bicycle or its operator.
nation will finally be exposed to your
State law has never guaranteed motorists a right to pass whenever literary genius and scintillating wordplay
or wherever they want. Motorists may only pass when it’s safe to now that you have your new custom
do so. Technically, motorists cannot cross a double yellow line to license plate.
pass a bicycle. However, police have the authority to exercise Scorpio (10/23-11/21): The flame of true
discretion when enforcing the law and have consistently said they love will finally gutter and die in your soul,
are unlikely to ticket a motorist who straddles the double yellow but take heart: the flame of too many video
line to provide three feet of clearance, provided they do so safely game systems plugged into a single outlet
is burning bright in your den.
and carefully.

Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Love may mean
different things to different people, but it’s
surprising how many definitions include
heavy investment in real estate.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): You thought true
love would last forever, but you’re
shocked to discover an expiration date
printed on the back, just below the
consumer warnings.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): You will fall victim to
a dangerous personality disorder that
makes you believe that the personal lives
of celebrities are interesting and
important.

The Lake Berryessa News

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
Pkilkus@gmail.com

6 Lake Berryessa Hosts More Than
Fifty Bass Fishing Tournaments
Annually
April and May are prime spawning
months for bass.
According to fishery biologists,
length of the day and water temperature
are what determines the spawning cycle
in largemouth bass. Many fishermen
believe the moon phase plays a major
role in the spawning, but biologists will
tell you there is no scientific evidence to
back that up.
During the spring months when the
water temperature reaches 60 degrees,
the male bass selects a location and fans
an area about the size of a dinner plate
with his tail. When the water warms up to
62 degrees or more egg laden-females
begin to stage near spawning beds.
The male will coax a willing female
to his nest hoping she will release her
eggs, which he then fertilizes. A female
will only deposit a portion of her eggs
before moving on to another nest with
another male. Each nest can contain the
eggs of several females. This results in
gene mixing, which is vital for the
species to survive.
The actual spawning occurs when
the water temperature reaches about 65
degrees and the height of the spawn
occurs when the water reaches between
68-70. Water temperature determines
how long the eggs take to hatch. When it
is less than 65 degrees it can take as long
as 12 days for eggs to hatch.
However, if the water temperature
rises to 70 degrees, the eggs hatch in two
or three days. This is important because
the longer the eggs take to hatch the more
vulnerable they are to predation from

other fish or crayfish. Bluegill and other
fish are constantly on the lookout for an
easy meal. The longer the eggs are
unhatched the more will be devoured.
The male guards the young fry for
several days after which they disperse.
If the water temperature never
warms up to 65 degrees most of the
females will still spawn although the
success of the spawn is diminished.
During cold springs the survival rate
for the young is much lower than in
warm months. Even under optimum
conditions less than 1 percent of all the
bass that are spawned survive. A typical
nest will see approximately 2,000 eggs
actually hatch but fewer than 20
fingerlings survive to 10 inches.
Young bass feed on their yolk sack
for the first week of their life. Within two
weeks they start to feed on insect larva

and other small aquatic creatures.
Normally by October the young bass
are two or three inches in length and
feeding heavily on small minnows or
even other young bass.
Like most predator fish they are
cannibalistic and think nothing of
gulping down a brother or a sister. In
fact, the stomach contents of adult
bass often reveal that about 10 percent
of what they eat are other bass. (See
photo.)
The later in the year the bass
spawn also has an effect on the overall
population. If they spawn too late the
young bass go into the winter with
little body fat and have a lower
survival rate.
It's not only the bass that delay
spawning when the water is cold.
Channel
catfish
require a water
temperature between
70 and 85 degrees.
The optimum for
spawning success is
75 degrees.
The one thing we
can count on is that
when the water
temperature does rise
to 70 degrees the bass
will move into the
shallows to spawn
and, with any luck,
there
will
be
hundreds of fish. It's
also
a
good
indication of how
many large females
between 8-10 pounds
will be seen.

... New on the Market in Berryessa Highlands at 116 Parkview Lane ...
Updated
Kitchen &
Baths

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

Open floor plan
with large living
room, family
room, spacious
kitchen, center
island
Indoor laundry
room with tons of
storage
Lots of windows to
fill the home with
light and warmth.

Attached single car
garage with room to
1145 Rimrock Drive
spare.
Nestled in the eastern hills of the Napa Valley! Enjoy outdoor living on
the expansive rear deck with breathtaking views. Fully fenced. Just
$325,000
minutes from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer.

Side Yard
Boat Parking
5 Minutes
From Steele
Canyon Rec
Area

Landscaped
1/4 Acre
Backyard Hot
Tub & Deck

Call For List
Of Amenities!

$395,000

Brita Unveils New
In-Throat Water
Filters
Executive On Hot
Streak With 2
Straight Logical
Decisions
Experts Warn
Climate Change
Will Increase
Incidences Of
Stepping Into
Puddle And Getting
Whole Foot Soaking
Wet

MONTICELLO SKI CLUB
Come Join Us

Annual Ski Passes

For The 2016 Water

$90.00 per person at

Ski Season At Our

Turtle Rock,

World Class Slalom

Markley Cove Resort,

Ski Course in Skier's

Pleasure Cove Marina,

Cove on Beautiful

& Steele Canyon

Lake Berryessa!

707-681-6865

Monticelloskiclub@msn.com

Recreation Area

www.monticelloskiclub.com

The Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 3

wants you to know that
Report: 750,000
Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!
Americans Die Each
Year During First
Spring brings some of the best hiking weather to the area and
Attempt To Get
there are miles of trails to hike. Summer brings warm weather
Back In Shape
and warm water. Launch ramps are available at several
Online University recreation areas for boaters and anglers. Oak Shores Day Use
Allows Students To Area is great for picnics and viewing the lake and wildlife.
Amass Crippling
After touring around the lake and stopping at local wineries
Debt At Own Pace like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety of food and drink
is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat Country Store &
Study Finds
Humans’ Greatest Deli, and Turtle Rock. Delve into the fascinating past of the
Swing In Mood
Town of Monticello, now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting
Occurs Between
the Berryessa Valley History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat
Leaving Office For Village Center. Please use this web site to contact our
Lunch, Returning members to make use of their services:
Afterwards
Laid-Back
Company Allows
Employees To
Work From Home
After 6 P.M.

Special Single Story at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

Quiet Cul-DeSac Location

3 Bdrm/2 Bath

Onion Headlines

Nation Was Kind Of
Hoping For
Different Outcome
When Concerned
Citizens Came
Together To Make
Voices Heard
Single Mother
Working 3
Minimum-Wage
Jobs Just Trying Not
To Live In The
Moment

www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/
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Live the Lake Life at Lake Berryessa!
www.headlandsdrive.com

Custom Lake Home
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths,
1,713 sq. ft.
Open floor plan

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Kitchen with island

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalpar
tners.com

Living room with pellet
stove
On-demand water heater
Two car garage
RV/boat parking

1014 Headlands Drive
Live the lake life in this custom home on a corner lot with outdoor living space,
spacious deck, and terraced yards. Fully fenced with plum and cherry trees.
Huge bonus: seller has paid the watere/sewer assessment IN FULL!

Minutes to Steele Park
Recreation Area

$380,000

The Lake Berreyssa Watershed Partnership Interns Are Back

Lake Berryessa Watershed Partnership
2016 Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach
Lake Berryessa provides drinking water for
nearly 500,000 people and provides year-round
recreation opportunities for tens of thousands of
people each year. Lake Berryessa water also
serves farmers and businesses downstream.
Even the local Budweiser Brewery and Jelly
Belly factory contract for Lake Berryessa water!
To protect this important resource, the Lake
Berryessa Watershed Partnership formed in the
early 1990s. Facilitated by Solano RCD, the
partnership is a voluntary group of agency
representatives, local non-profit organizations
and private citizens who work together to
educate boaters, campers, day visitors and other
lake users about the importance of water quality
and good personal stewardship practices.
1. Summer Boater and Visitor Education
Program: Every summer, seasonal interns
provide person-to-person water quality
stewardship education to boaters and shore
visitors at locations all around the lake.
Engine fluid pollution prevention through a free
oil-absorbing bilge pad dispersal and exchange
project;
2. Our larger-than-life mascot, Bilgee, the
Protector of Clean Waterways who regularly
visits sites around the lake.
3. Support in preventing introduction of the
invasive quaaga and zebra mussles to Lake
Berryessa through boat screenings and boater
education;
4. Visitor information and stewardship tips in
our free Lake Berryessa Map and Brochure and
on kiosks located around the lake.

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!
www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.
Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove
Upstairs master suite
w/deck access
Two guest rooms
Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access

1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool &
hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

$494,000

5. Hands-on education and restoration events:
The partnership sponsors annual lake clean-up
events to support World Environment Day in
June and Coastal Clean-up day in September.
These events focus on clean-up activities at
specific lake sites, and are usually combined
with post event celebratory picnics or BBQs.
6.Regular planning and strategizing meetings:
The partnership sponsors quarterly meetings for
stakeholders to plan program activities, refine
program goals and strategize program funding.

Lake Berryessa GPS Locations
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Congressman Thompson,

4. Napa County successfully ran the lake
from 1958 to 1975. Many U.S. counties
run major successful concessions - San
The Board of Directors of the Lake Diego County, for example.
Berryessa Chamber of Commerce urges
you to facilitate the transfer of ownership 5. Napa County managing the resorts
and management of the land area again is a home-rule issue which solves
surrounding Lake Berryessa from the many problems the County has
Bureau of Reclamation to Napa County. complained about for decades - cost of
We need a revolutionary strategy to stop public services with no financial return.
the death spiral at Lake Berryessa.
6. There are several precedents for the
Lake Berryessa is not another “lake in the BOR turning over management of the land
country”. It is a major economic, social, portion of their water projects to local
and recreation resource in an urban- jurisdictions, Elephant Butte, New
proximate setting whose value to Napa Mexico, for example.
County and the State of California is being Simply put, the federal government owes
utterly wasted.
the Lake Berryessa community and Napa
Napa County should take control of Lake County BIG TIME. Napa County
Berryessa again. The State should do managing Lake Berryessa in partnership
everything it can to support economic with Napa Valley tourism professionals is
development here. Even Governor Brown the best opportunity for a Renaissance
wishes to see more rapid progress at Lake Lake Berryessa.
Berryessa.

Sincerely, Lake Berryessa Chamber of
The rationale for revolutionary change is Commerce Board of Directors: Peter
Kilkus, President; Bob Lee, Vicesimple:
President; Jerry Rehmke, Secretary/
1. The federal government has shown its Treasurer; Craig Morton; Paul Quarneri;
inability to successfully implement its Marcia Ritz
own policies for decades, resulting in the
Vote for Diane Shepp
destruction of a once-thriving region.
In my 36 years as a county resident,
2. Knowledgeable recreation and
political activist, policy analyst, and
hospitality companies have pointed out
elected and appointed office holder, I’ve
the flaws in the federal government’s
met numerous elected officials and
contract policies, policies which would
candidates at every level. Some really
need to be changed before serious
stand out. Diane Shepp is running for
companies would be interested.
District 4 Supervisor. It’s a position that I
3. The federal government (BOR or BLM) once held, so I know that Diane has what it
is unlikely to change its policy on those takes to do the job.
flawed contract terms - which is a recipe What distinguishes Diane from her
for future lack of action.
competitors is wisdom, years of public

Very Unique Property at Lake Berryessa!
www.5191statehwy128.com

service to Napa County, and her ability to
work well with many different
constituencies ranging from students to
nonprofits to residents concerned with
excess development. Diane listens. She
understands from the inside out the
complexities of county government. A
former two-term Grand Jury member,
Diane learned first-hand what works in
government and what needs fixing. She
has developed understanding as a result of
observing years of Napa County land use
planning decisions.
Diane has demonstrated leadership in
her role as co-founder of NapaVision
2050. She has the courage to confront
established beliefs and challenge the
county to go beyond its limited and
unsustainable actions regarding too much
development of our agricultural economy.
From her experience as a rural county
resident Diane understands that too much
of a good thing can undermine the value of
Napa County wine and property. Diane
has the knowledge to understand that
excessive tourist-oriented development
on rural land can destroy the delicate
balance of nature, ruin our air quality and
deplete our natural resources.
Diane is running against powerful
forces. Big money in and outside our
community is working overtime to ensure
that development is protected from
restrictions on marketing, new wineries,
vineyards and ever more tasting facilities.
It’s time someone stood up for the rest of
us, not just tourists, in a balanced and
courageous manner.
Kathryn Winter, Former Napa County
Supervisor

******

Diane Shepp for Supervisor
Diane has been supporting our art
community for decades and has served a a
teacher and two terms on our Grand Jury,
but what is important is that she is
thoughtful about the future, and she is one
tough lady.
She doesn’t get big donations from a
wealthy helicopter owner, nor is she
afraid of a big time landowner trying to
remove 24.000 oak woodlands and replace
them with small vineyards, a water
system, and new roads. These 35 parcels
are at the top of the watershed that feeds a
City drinking water reservoir, and also
feeds a large swath of the Coombsville.
We are spending millions of dollars to
bring recycled water to some of the MST.
How many dollars will we pay to clean up
Napa’s water when heavy rains overtake
the runoff ponds and send mud and
pesticides down the hills?
Diane courageously fought the Syar
expansion, because there is NO
measurement of the life-threatening
silicates blowing in the wind. There are not
even plans to measure these deadly
particles during or after the expansion!
Diane supports local industries, but thinks
that health is more important.
Local heavy traffic threatens our health
when small local roads are used for large
public events at wineries. She sees that
when almost 500 wineries have hundreds
of events for visitors, we Napa residents
will pay for that road congestion.
Diane encourages a local attempt to
measure the cumulative effects on our
health and our community before
approvals.
Ginny Simms, Former Napa County
Supervisor

Lake Berryessa Two Story Lake View Home!
Living room w/
fireplace
Spacious kitchen

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

One of a kind, oak-studded, creekside, 1.26 acre parcel sits off Hwy 128 just past Moskowite
Corner. Dual zoning includes Marine Commercial and offers a 10 stall boat storage
structure! Main home: 2 bdrms, 1 bath, office. Second home is a fixer w/2 bdrms, 1 bath.

Rare opportunity at $425,000

2 Bdrm, 2 bath +
loft
2 Car attached
garage w/ laundry
Central AC/heat
Fenced yard
1135 Rimrock Drive (www.RimrockDrive.com)

Live the Lake Life! Within minutes of boat launch, swimming, and
recreation. Fantastic deck views of Lake Berryessa and surrounding
mountains. Close to all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer.

Boat & RV
parking

$385,000

A Lake Berryessa News Economics Lesson
The Government Does Not Print Money!
Debt is the Real Source of Most Money
by Peter Kilkus
The way in which the banking system creates money is by
pyramiding debt. That's simply elementary economics. Say
Person A, a wheat farmer, sells $1,000 worth of wheat and deposits
the money in Bank M. Retaining 10 percent of the deposit as a
reserve, Bank M is able to loan $900 to Person B, which Person B
deposits in her account in Bank N. Now Person A has a cash asset
of $1,000 in Bank M and Person B has a cash asset of $900 in Bank
N. Keeping a 10 percent reserve, Bank N is able to make a loan of
$810 to Person C, who deposits it in Bank 0, which then loans $729
to Person D, and so on.
The deposit of the original $1,000 earned from producing a real
product for consumption by real people ultimately allows the
banking system to generate $9,000 in additional new deposits by
generating a corresponding $9,000 in new debt - new money
created without a single thing of value having been produced.
The banks involved in this series of transactions now have $9,000
in new outstanding loans and $10,000 in new deposits on the loans
on the basis of the original deposit of $1,000 from the sale of wheat.
They expect to receive the going rate of interest, let’s say 6 percent.
This means that the banking system expects to obtain a minimum
annual return of $540 on money that the system has basically
created out of nothing. This is part of what makes banking such a
powerful and profitable business!
Remember that money is created when banks lend it into existence.
When a bank provides you with a $100,000 mortgage, say at 7%
interest, it creates only the principal (which may have come from
someone else’s interest payments), which you spend and which
then circulates in the economy. The bank expects you to pay back
$240,000 over the next 30 years, but it doesn’t create the additional
$140,000 – the interest. Instead, the bank sends you out into the
tough world to battle against everyone else to bring back the
$140,000.
Without a reserve requirement, the banking system could, in
theory, pyramid a single loan without limit, which is essentially
what happened during the Japanese real estate bubble and its
subsequent collapse. It is also the reason for the last U.S. financial
crisis due to junk real estate loans.
Despite the greater public visibility of stock markets, the financial
heart of capitalism is in the credit markets, a term covering loans
arranged through a variety of instruments and institutions, from
simple bank loans to complex bond products.
Debts, mere promises to pay, are nonetheless transformed into
commodities in the eyes of creditors. This capitalization of
promised incomes allows nearly everything, from an industrial
plant to an unspoiled wilderness to a human life, to be modeled as
a quasi-credit, whose value today is the value of its future earnings
stream. But the financial industry really doesn't want you to
understand this, since you might ask for some reasonable controls.

June 1 Horoscopes
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Aries (3/21-4/19): Once the laughter dies
down, the party favors are put away, and
the monkeys led back inside their cages,
you'll finally be given a chance to explain
your side of the story.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): It doesn't take a
rocket scientist to figure out what's been
wrong with you lately. That, sadly enough,
will take three rocket scientists.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): Just when things
seem to be going your way, you'll be
forced to get out of bed this week.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): The stars aren’t sure
what’s worse: that you keep insisting
you’re the inspiration for the lizard in the
insurance commercials, or that it’s true
and you seem to take such pride in it.
Leo (7/23-8/22): The very heavens
themselves shall bestow their benevolence
upon you this week, allowing you to take
15 percent off selected entrées at a popular
chain of restaurants.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): You were pretty sure
your long, hellish ordeal was finally over,
but it turns out it was renewed for another
season and you still can’t stop watching it.
Libra (9/23-10/22): Running away from
your problems will fail this week, as will
climbing out of your problems’ reach and
playing dead in hopes that your problems
go away.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): The stars indicate
that you’ve really done it this time. I mean,
just look around, for God’s sake. How did
this even happen?
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): You’re about to
make one woman very happy, and
hundreds of thousands of other women
extremely relieved.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): The existence of
rogue waves has been confirmed for well
over 15 years, but until your sudden
drowning next week, they won’t have been
known to make it all the way to Kansas
City.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): After decades of
being repeatedly hit by buses, you’ll
finally sit down and talk with one face-toface and realize that was just their unique
way of expressing their affection all along.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): God will shine His
divine light on you this week, instantly
blinding you with His infinite
carelessness.

The Lake Berryessa News

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
Pkilkus@gmail.com
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New Markley Cove Bid Prospectus - Why the Difference?

to start from scratch and build its own infrastructure on the 120-acre site. But the
Per Reclamation: "The Markley Cove business model reflects a commitment to the winner will also have the option of keeping the existing infrastructure.
provision of high-quality facilities and services; Reclamation foresees outstanding These payment terms are inconsistent with the previous proposed contracts for the
commercial opportunities which is readily accessible to millions of potential visitors. other resorts .
The location, environment, scenic vistas, a multitude of outdoor recreation
opportunities and proximity to other tourist destinations, including the Napa Valley, Almost $1.5M of the appraised value of Markley Cove is in launch ramps ($130,000),
make this a desirable location for water and land based commercial recreation roads ($364,000), sewer & water infrastructure ($725,000) and other facilities defined
services. Together, this presents a financially viable business opportunity with by the BOR as Concession Area Infrastructure which "includes all road surfaces,
landscape, utilities, and appurtenant structures affixed to the assigned lands in such a
outstanding growth potential over the term of the next concession contract.
Business opportunities for the next concession contract term include a full-service manner as to be a part of the realty including but not limited to parking stalls (for
marina, overnight lodging, pleasure boat rentals, retail sales, dining, and day use camping, lodging, and day use), parking lots and roadways, launch ramps, electrical
facilities. Bidders may also suggest other appropriate facilities and services as part of transmission and connection services, street lighting, telephone and internet or other
their proposals. Successful bidders will be required to propose a development program methods of information technology, potable water and waste water systems. Upon
expiration, bankruptcy, or termination of this Concession Contract for any reason,
for new concession investment and construction.
the Concession Area Infrastructure shall be the property of the United States at no
Current occupancy levels on rental boat slips at Markley Cove at Lake Berryessa is
expense. No compensation shall be paid to the Concession Contractor for any
already near 100 percent, and existing waiting lists for marina slips indicates a high
interest in having a boat moored at the lake. Current facilities at Markley Cove include Concession Area Infrastructure."
improvements valued at approximately $6.5 million that any incoming concession Why the special payment terms for Markley Cove in this bid process when this
contractor would be required to purchase from the current operator.
specific contract language was the main reason Reclamation recieved no
"responsive"
bids during the last bid process for the other resorts? Unfortunately,
The upcoming Prospectus will be open for a period of 45 days in recognition of the
complexities involved and the potential for individual bidders to develop proposals. even the new proposed Markley contract has the same confiscatory terms. So
Details on Required Services, Authorized Services, and how to submit a bid are whoever wins the bid and pays for the infrastructure will have to give it back to the
included in the Prospectus. The Prospectus is viewable at www.fbo.gov under government for free at the end of the 30 year contract.
solicitation number MP-16-MC1. The bidding period is open through June 27."
"Part 4 - O. Utilities and Concession Area Infrastructure: Reclamation will not be
responsible for providing any utilities or infrastructure to the concession operations
*****
Unlike other resorts targeted for redevelopment, Markley Cove may not have its at Markley Cove Concession Area. Concession Area Infrastructure will become the
marina, store, office and other infrastructure removed. A successful bidder could opt property of Reclamation on expiration or termination of the Concession Contract."

Live the Lake Life at Lake Berryessa!
www.headlandsdrive.com

Custom Lake Home
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths,
1,713 sq. ft.
Open floor plan

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Kitchen with island

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalpar

Living room with pellet
stove
On-demand water heater
Two car garage
RV/boat parking

1014 Headlands Drive
Live the lake life in this custom home on a corner lot with outdoor living space,
spacious deck, and terraced yards. Fully fenced with plum and cherry trees.
Huge bonus: seller has paid the watere/sewer assessment IN FULL!

Minutes to Steele Park
Recreation Area

$380,000

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

High Quality 3
Bdrm, 2 1/2
Bath Home
Updated
Bathrooms,
New Carpet &
Tile, Hardwood
Floors
Approx. 2,000
sq. ft

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

Open floor plan
with large living
room, family
room, spacious
kitchen, center
island
Indoor laundry
room with tons of
storage
Lots of windows to
fill the home with
light and warmth.

Attached single car
garage with room to
spare.
Nestled in the eastern hills of the Napa Valley! Enjoy outdoor living on
the expansive rear deck with breathtaking views. Fully fenced. Just
$325,000
minutes from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer.
1145 Rimrock Drive

Breezy Decks
for Summer
Entertaining

$539,000

families - children - our environment - sustainable economy

Elect Shepp for Supervisor - District 4

On Your Side – Working to Protect, Promote & Preserve Napa County
4 Put the NEEDS of residents & children FIRST.
4 Protect the water supply of residents & agriculture; limit

transportation, particularly for teachers, nurses, peace
officers, and firefighters (professions our entire community
depends on).

Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access

4 Examine public health issues and impacts, particularly
Napa’s cancer rate in children.

4 Develop Lake Berryessa as a Family- & Eco-Tourism des-

tination for hiking, camping, boating, fishing, swimming and
other outdoor activities.

VOTE June 7

Upstairs master suite
w/deck access
Two guest rooms

4 Prioritize commuter and tourist transportation projects
including a tourist bus system, a light rail system, incentivized commuter vanpools and ride-sharing.

Endorsed by many including:
Shepp Gives You a Voice.
Get a Grip on Growth
Napa Vision 2050
Protect Rural Napa
Virginia H. Simms, former Napa County Supervisor
Kathryn J. Winter, former Napa County Supervisor
James H. Hickey, former Director Napa County Planning Department
Napa Sierra Club

Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove

Diane is available to listen and talk. WEDNESDAYS 1-4 PM.
Otherwise by appointment. Please call 707-312-3346
575 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 235, Napa, CA 94558 (office)

‘Like’ Diane on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Shepp4Supervisor
P.O. Box 2387, Napa, CA 94558 (mail)
shepp4supervisor@gmail.com www.Shepp4Supervisor.com

1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool &
hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

DIANE

SHEPP
WWW.SHEPP4SUPERVISOR.COM
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Diane Shepp Supervisor, 2016 FPPC # 1379910

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Shepp for Supervisor 2016. FPPC ID# 1379970

$494,000

MONTICELLO SKI CLUB
Come Join Us

Annual Ski Passes

For The 2016 Water

$90.00 per person at

Ski Season At Our

Turtle Rock,

World Class Slalom

Markley Cove Resort,

Ski Course in Skier's

Pleasure Cove Marina,

Cove on Beautiful

& Steele Canyon

Lake Berryessa!

707-681-6865

Monticelloskiclub@msn.com

Onion Headlines
Facebook Clarifies
Site Not Intended
To Be Users’
Primary
Information
Source. ‘No One
Should Really Be
On Here More
Than 15 Minutes A
Day,’ Say
Executives.
Mysterious
Benefactor Leaves
Coupon Book To
Dozens Of Local
Establishments In
Man’s Mailbox

SENSIBLE CHANGE FOR A BETTER FUTURE

4 Plan smart proximity housing in urban areas, near public

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.

Large Garage
and More!

On
Your
Side

Special Single Story at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

1/3 Acre on
Quiet Court
With Lovely
Lake Views

deforestation & conversion of watershed &open space.

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!
www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

... New on the Market in Berryessa Highlands at 910 Cape Cod Ct. ...

Recreation Area

www.monticelloskiclub.com

Ayahuasca Shaman
Dreading Another
Week Of Guiding
Tech CEOs To
Spiritual Oneness
Trailblazing
Colleague Makes
Historic Contact
With People Who
Work On Other
Floor
Nation Dreading
Next 6 Months Of
Watching
Candidates Trying
To Relate To It
Biologists Discover
Billions Of Missing
Bees Living
Anonymously In
Sacramento
Teary-Eyed Student
Loan Officers
Proudly Watch As
$200,000 Asset
Graduates From
College

The Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 3
wants you to know that

Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!
Spring brings some of the best hiking weather to the area and
there are miles of trails to hike. Summer brings warm weather
and warm water. Launch ramps are available at several
recreation areas for boaters and anglers. Oak Shores Day Use
Area is great for picnics and viewing the lake and wildlife.
After touring around the lake and stopping at local wineries
like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety of food and drink
is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat Country Store &
Deli, and Turtle Rock. Delve into the fascinating past of the
Town of Monticello, now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting
the Berryessa Valley History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat
Village Center. Please use this web site to contact our
members to make use of their services:

www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/

4 Short History of a Long Process
With No Positive Results:
Bureau of Reclamation Style
2000: Reclamation initiates the Visitor
Services Plan (VSP) process with the
Notice of Intent published in the Federal
Register on Nov 7, 2000.
Aug., 2001: Removal of 127 trailers from
the "Outback" at Pleasure Cove due to a
Notice of Violation from the Regional
Water Quality Control Board.
May-Jun., 2001: Public scoping per the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) process.
Oct. 31, 2003: Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) released.
Feb. 16 - Apr. 22, 2004: First and second
extension to the DEIS comment period in
response to stakeholder interest.
May, 2004 - Jan., 2005: Review and
evaluate DEIS comments.
Feb. 16, 2005 - Apr. 4, 2005: Third
extension to the DEIS comment period in
response to stakeholder interest.
Nov. 4, 2005: Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) released.
Nov., 2005 - May, 2006: At the request of
Congressman Pombo, Reclamation
extends 30-day "cooling off “ period under
NEPA to a full 6-months. Although not
required by NEPA, Reclamation accepts
comments to the FEIS throughout this
time.
Jun. 2, 2006: Final Record of Decision
(ROD) released.
Jun. 16, 2007 Berryessa For All v. United
States Bureau of Reclamation (No. C
07-0259-SI) seeking injunctive relief on
the basis that the FEIS and VSP ROD
violate NEPA, Administrative Procedure
Act (APA) and Federal Law.
Jun., 2007: Initial Prospectus released
soliciting proposals for all seven
concession areas.
Sep. 6, 2007: Initial due date for proposals
in response to the Prospectus.
Jan. 2 - Feb. 28, 2008: Panel deliberations.
Apr., 2008: Selection of successful
bidders.
Jun., 2008: Negotiations initiated or

scheduled between successful bidders and Putah Creek) concession areas.
Reclamation.
Jun. 21, 2010: Long-term concession
July 10, 2008: District Court Order in contract awarded to Pleasure Cove Marina
Berryessa For All v. United States Bureau LLC, superseding previous contract.
of Reclamation (No. C 07-0259-SJ). Feb. 10, 2011: Pensus' proposed
District Court denies plaintiff's motion for Concession Facilities Improvement Plan
summary
judgment
and
grants (CFlP) is accepted by Reclamation with
Reclamation's motion for summary comment. The CFIP essentially represents
judgment. Court determines that the FEIS a buildout schedule for required and
and VSP ROD adequately complied with authorized services under the contract.
NEPA, APA, and Federal Law.
Mar. 3, 2011: OIG Investigative Report
Dec., 2008: Reclamation awards new determines no improprieties with contract
long-term concession contract for award process.
Pleasure Cove Marina.
Dec. 22, 2011: Pensus' proposed 2012
Jan. 13, 2009: Final Judgment entered in IMP is accepted by Reclamation.
Murad, requiring the last of 73 defendants
named in the case to vacate the premises at Dec., 2011- Feb., 2012: Informal
collaboration between Reclamation and
Pleasure Cove.
Pensus to address performance issues.
Mar., 2009: Reclamation cancels
negotiations with Markley Cove and Feb. 27, 2012: Reclamation provides
Pensus to ensure conformance with legal Pensus a Letter of Non-Compliance with
requirements
(minor
technicality). 30-day opportunity to cure.
Seriously disrupts ongoing process. May 7, 2012: Reclamation provides
Begins new bid process.
Pensus a Notice of Proposed Termination.
May 15, 2009: Revised Prospectus May 22, 2012: Reclamation and Pensus
released for six concession areas.
agree to invoke mediation. Mediation
May 26, 2009: Interim contracts signed for ended with no settlement.
Markley Cove and Steele Park.
Dec. 6, 2012: Notice of Proposed
Jun. 9, 2009: Interim contract signed for Termination referred to Mid Pacific
operation of temporary campground at Regional Director for final decision.
Pensus contract terminated by Mid Pacific
Oak Shores.
Regional Director.
Jun., 2009: Reclamation initiates
environmental remediation and clean-up Dec., 2012: Reclamation held three public
of trash, debris, and abandoned personal meetings to explain decision to terminate
property from previous operations at each Pensus contract.
concession area.
Jan., 2013: Reclamation changes resort
Sep. 30, 2009: Proposals due; five names to Steele Canyon, Spanish Flat,
separate proposals received. Some Putah Canyon, Monticello Shores and
Berryessa Point Recreation Areas - very
previous bidders dropped out.
popular change.
Nov., 2009 - Jan., 2010: Evaluation panel
Feb. - Dec., 2013: Reclamation held six
deliberations.
Lake Berryessa Community Forum
Jan. 14, 2010: Pensus Group LLC selected meetings.
as most responsive bid for all six
concession areas. Pensus cganges names May 1, 2013: Reclamation executed an
of resorts to Chaparral Cove, Manzanita interim contract with John and Linda
Canyon, Black Oaks, Foothill Pines, Frazier to operate Markley Cove Resort.
Lupine Shores - very unpopular change. May 20, 2013: Reclamation executed an
Apr. 28, 2010: Contract Award. Basic interim contract with Pleasure Cove
services are provided by Pensus during Marina, LLC, to operate Steele Canyon
2010 at Lupine Shores (previously Steele and Spanish Flat Recreation Areas.
Park) and Chaparral Cove (previously May 24, 2013: Reclamation executed an

interim contract with Royal Elk Park
Management to operate Putah Canyon
Recreation Area.
Aug. 21, 2013: Reclamation awarded a
contract
for
Architectural
and
Engineering services to prepare a Market
develop 30 percent Conceptual Site Plans,
develop 30 percent Conceptual Designs,
and perform a Financial Feasibility
Evaluation for five concession areas.
Sep. 13, 2013: Reclamation purchased all
rights, title, and interest in the boat launch
ramp and main road at Steele Canyon
Recreation Area for $210,000.
Jan. 16, 2014: Reclamation held a public
workshop to gather input on the
Preliminary Draft Conceptual Site for
Steele Canyon, Spanish Flat, Berryessa
Point, Monticello Shores, and Putah
Canyon Recreation Areas.

Stebbins Cold Canyon Trail Is Open
Nearly one year after the Wragg Fire burned
UC Davis’ Stebbins Cold Canyon Natural
Reserve and forced its closure, the reserve
reopened to the public on May 15.
When the Wragg Fire ignited on July 22, 2015,
the 638-acre reserve was first in its path. It
ripped through the reserve, burning
cottonwoods, thick patches of chaparral, blue
oaks and railroad ties built into the trail.
Before the fire, the reserve served as an
outdoor laboratory and classroom for students
and scientists from UC Davis and elsewhere.
Located just about 30 minutes west of Davis
and bordering the newly designated Berryessa
Snow Mountain National Monument, it is also
a locally beloved natural space, welcoming
roughly 65,000 visitors each year.

Jun., 2014: Reclamation releases draft
plans for next bid.

Natural Reserve System staff members have
worked closely with UC Davis students as
well as with volunteers from other regional
groups dedicated to the outdoors, such as the
nonprofit Tuleyome. They have helped restore
trails, build steps that burned in the fire,
remove brush and relocate the parking area.

July, 2015: Reclamation
Concession Bid Prospectus.

releases

Returning visitors will find much that is
familiar, but there are some key changes:

Feb., 2016: Reclamation announces that
no successful bids were received in
response to the Prospectus for the
development and long-term management
of five concession areas at Lake Berryessa
(Putah Canyon, Spanish Flat, Monticello
Shores, Berryessa Point and Steele
Canyon recreation areas). The bidding
period was open from July 2 to Aug. 31
and extended to Sep. 15, 2015.

Parking. Visitors will no longer need to cross
the highway to get from their car to the reserve.
Pay attention to new signage that guides
visitors to a new parking area below the
entrance.

Mar. 2, 2016: Reclamation holds
Community Forum Public Meeting to
explain results of failed bid process.
Provides several potential alternative
future actions. No communication from
Reclamation since then.

It will be hotter. While much of the fire’s
blackness has given way to greenery, the
absence of several trees means there is less
shade than before. People should bring plenty
of water, wear a hat and try to avoid visiting
during the hottest parts of the day.

Apr., 2016: Reclamation informs interim
concessioners for three recreation areas
that their contracts may be extended up to
two years.

No dogs. The reserve is a protected research
site, and dogs are not allowed on the trail.

Feb. 19, 2014: Reclamation held a
Community Forum meeting at the Capell
Valley Fire Station.

May 20, 2016: Reclamation releases
Markley Cove Bid Prospectus several
months late.
2017: Renaissance Lake Berryessa?
Goodbye BOR - Hello Napa County?

Construction. Some construction is still in
progress, such as fencing and signage.
Reserve staff asks for patience as more
permanent changes are made.

Stebbins Cold Canyon is one of 10 natural
reserves in the UC system and one of the few
open for public recreation. Scientists use UC
Natural Reserves as outdoor laboratories and
classrooms, researching everything from
wildlife health to water quality, climate
change, plant sciences, entomology and land
management.
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2 Berryessa Management Analysis
To Be Presented to the
Board of Superviors on June 21
Napa County staff have been
gathering data, visiting the lake, and
interviewing
a
wide
range
of
knowledgeable people to determine
whether Napa County should take over
management of all, or a part, of Lake
Berryessa.
An initial report will be presented to
the supervisors at their regular meeting on
Tuesday, June 21. The report will be
available on Friday, June 17th on the
County's web site.
Interested residents should plan to
attend this meeting to express their views
as to how best to revitalize Lake
Berryessa.
Napa County Is Seriously Considering
Managing Lake Berryessa
Napa County is trying to figure out
whether it might be the potential solution
to
the
Lake
Berryessa
resort
redevelopment problem. The U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation has tried for eight years
unsuccessfully to renovate five of the
reservoir’s seven resorts. It is looking for
private concessionaires to rebuild resorts
stripped of marinas and other
infrastructure in anticipation of a longstalled rebirth.
Some people want the Bureau of
Reclamation to shrink its role in managing
recreationon the lake's federal land and
give Napa County the chance. The Lake
Berryessa Chamber of Commerce has sent
a letter to Cong. Mike Thompson urging
him to support this effort.
Diane Shepp, a candidate for 4th
District supervisor, favored this approach

at a recent Board of Supervisors meeting.
“I’m hoping perhaps you as the Board
of Supervisors will take a leadership
position to take back some sort of
management of the area on behalf of all the
people out there who have been hanging
on by the skin of their teeth,” she said.
To date, Napa County has favored the
approach championed by Rep. Mike
Thompson, D- St. Helena. Thompson is
carrying legislation that would take
Berryessa recreation management away
from the Bureau of Reclamation and give
it to the Bureau of Land Management.
But some want to go beyond switching
one federal boss for another federal boss.
They want to take an entirely different
approach and put Napa County in charge.
Napa County offcials met with Bureau
of Reclamation in mid-April to start the
discussion. The issue will go to the Board
of Supervisors in late June.
For now, the county is gathering
information and performing its due
diligence.
Although the county wouldn’t
necessarily have to manage all seven
resort sites, it’s not clear whether this
would be a positive compromise or simply
a weak approach to the problem - settling
for the acceptable rather than optimal.
The county is closer to the market than
the Bureau of Reclamation which might
result in better judgment of what might
succeed at the lake. This is one benefit
proposed by the Lake Berryessa Chamber
of Commerce. Napa County managing
Lake Berryessa in partnership with Napa
Valley tourism professionals is the best
opportunity for a
"Renaissance Lake Berryessa".

Very Unique Property at Lake Berryessa!

Putah Diversion Dam.
Lake Berryessa Management
Cary Keaten, general manager of the
Change Would Not Affect Solano
Solano
Irrigation District, said that
County Water Use
Concerns that the discussions about
who should own or manage the recreation
area lands around Lake Berryessa could
affect Solano County water rights are
unfounded, area water officials said.
“In terms of water management and
water supply that is separate from the
recreation and the use of the lands around
the lake,” Roland Sanford, general
manager of the Solano County Water
Agency, said Thursday.
The agency has a contract with the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for the vast
majority of the water supply at the lake.
Small shares go to the Napa Berryessa
Resort Improvement District (NBRID) in
the Berryessa Highlands, the Lake
Berryessa Resort Improvement District
(LBRID) in the Berryessa Estates.
Although these agencies are called “resort
improvement districts” they have no
connection to the lake resorts. The
designation was a State description of a
type of bond issue used to develop the
infrastructure of rural housing projects.
Berryessa water is also used by the
Spanish Flat Water District which serves
the west shore homes and businesses in
Spanish Flat and the Berryessa Pines.
The lake was specifically created as a
water source for Solano County
agricultural and urban interests. In fact, in
the earliest years, the lake was fenced off
and even recreational uses were
prohibited.
The Solano County Water Agency has
a contract with the Bureau of Reclamation
to operate the Monticello Dam and the

whatever happens with regard to the
resorts will have no affect on the power
plant it owns and operates at Lake
Berryessa. Power generated is sold to
Pacific Gas & Electric Company for its
grid.
Napa County officials confirmed that
they are not getting into the water
conveyance business.
“We are not going to have anything to
do with the water,” said Molly Rattigan,
principal analyst in the Napa County
Executive Office.
The only exception to that would be if
the county takes over management of the
seven recreation area properties, then
those facilities would require water as they
become operational. Rattigan said she
believes they would get that water in the
same fashion they have in the past, and
would not gain any control over the water
supply or distribution rights.
The Lake Berryessa Chamber of
Commerce has asked Rep. Mike
Thompson, D-St. Helena, to facilitate the
transfer of ownership from the Bureau of
Reclamation to Napa County. The group
blames the federal agency for the spiraling
depression of the local economy, which
has seen two resorts close and three others
reduced to minimum services without any
utilities.
Finding concessionaires to run the
resorts has been difficult, and even those
that do run resorts have reported getting
approval for improvements has been a
challenge.

Lake Berryessa Two Story Lake View Home!

www.5191statehwy128.com

Living room w/
fireplace
Spacious kitchen

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

One of a kind, oak-studded, creekside, 1.26 acre parcel sits off Hwy 128 just past Moskowite
Corner. Dual zoning includes Marine Commercial and offers a 10 stall boat storage
structure! Main home: 2 bdrms, 1 bath, office. Second home is a fixer w/2 bdrms, 1 bath.

Rare opportunity at $399,950

2 Bdrm, 2 bath +
loft
2 Car attached
garage w/ laundry
Central AC/heat
Fenced yard
1135 Rimrock Drive (www.RimrockDrive.com)

Live the Lake Life! Within minutes of boat launch, swimming, and
recreation. Fantastic deck views of Lake Berryessa and surrounding
mountains. Close to all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer.

Boat & RV
parking

$385,000

Journey From Cartoon Fantasies to Thoroughbred Realities
As with other interesting people who ended up in Napa County,
Jim Fresquez of RustRidge Ranch & Winery has had a varied
career. Many of us he grew up with Hannah-Barbera cartoons, but
he did it from the inside. In 1957, when Hannah-Barbera
Productions opened its doors, the two men developed a unique
animation process that would revolutionize cartoon production.
They hired Jim Fresquez as a 16 year old jack-of-all-trades who
worked his way up to Assistant Director of Photography. The title,
Jim laughs, means you have to do everything.
During his 15 years with Hannah-Barbera, Jim met a cowboy
friend of Will Rogers who recommended Jim to Michael Landon
as a horse-trainer. Jim became Michael Landon’s personal horse
trainer for many years. His job was to keep the horses “bulletproof” - ready to ride any time the Landon family arrived. This
gave him lots of riding and exercise in the outdoors which he loved.
He never went back to the Hollywood grind.
When Michael Landon decided to race horses, he asked Jim to train
them, and Jim’s thoroughbred horse training career began. During
his 20 years as a trainer, Jim met many famous people, one of
whom was Petaluma native, M.E. "Buster" Millerick who was part
of the team that trained Seabiscuit, the 1930's racing legend. Due
to his relationship with Millerick, Jim now owns Seabiscuit’s
original saddle and other historical items. The full story is available
on the RustRidge web site at www.RustRidge.com.
Jim escaped to Northern California where he met Susan Meyer.
Susan’s family owned
Rustridge
Ranch
which has been a
breeding and training
facility
for
thoroughbred
racehorses since the
1950's. In 1990, when
Jim and Susan took
over
RustRidge
Ranch and Winery,
they decide to display
Seabiscuit’s saddle
and other items in
their
Bed
and
Breakfast.
Jim
and
Susan
decided to breed their
own thoroughbreds. The young thoroughbreds are exercised and
trained in the vineyards before they run at the track. The schedule
can get hectic when you may be racing three horses every three
weeks. Jim’s ultimate goal is to breed and race a national champion
thoroughbred.
So if you want to combine a beautiful environment, outdoor
activity, fine wine, and thoroughbred horse racing, past and
present, RustRidge B&B/Winery is where you want to be & be.
And you’ll get to see one of Jim’s famous “lucky” cowboy hats too.

June 15 Horoscopes
Aries (3/21-4/19): Be aware that several
of your closest friends may bring up a
number of your personal flaws this week,
which will make some at your funeral
slightly uncomfortable.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): Wisdom says that
God will not give you more than you can
handle, but then the Lord Almighty never
got his Crocs caught in a revolving door.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): The stars foretell
that food will materialize in your
refrigerator the fourth time you open it.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): They may tell you
you’re deluded, that you’ve lost your
mind, but you know good and well that
those jabbering, naysaying radiators in
your apartment don’t know what they’re
talking about.
Leo (7/23-8/22): After years of putting up
an emotional wall, you'll realize the error
of your ways this week and purchase three
tons of brick and cement instead.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): The baboon will see
you as a threat to the social hierarchy of the
pack, which truth be told, is giving you
way too much credit.
Libra (9/23-10/22): Interior decorators
claim that only about 18 inches of space is
needed for people to pass between
furnishings, but that was before they got a
load of you.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): While being a
good friend means telling the truth, you'll
soon realize that being a true friend means
keeping your mouth shut.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Your attempt
to lighten the mood by relating a few
amusing anecdotes will only result in
people getting angrier and angrier as the
life raft slowly fills with water.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Your radical
theory about a mysterious group of
cleaners who appear at night to tidy up
your office is strikingly close to the truth,
but don’t worry: You’re in no danger.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Your good
friends will help remind you of what’s
really important in life, especially those
to whom you owe all that money.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): Once again nothing
much is going to happen to you, but really,
we appreciate that you took the time to
check.
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Two East Side Lake Berryessa
Ranches Receive Agricultural
Conservation Easements To
Protect Them From Future
Development

For Amy Gunn, seeing stars over
Lake Berryessa was a big motivating
factor in ensuring her family’s cattle
ranch will forever be rural.
“When I was little, in bed at night,
the view from my room looked out to the
west side of the lake,” she said. “My early
memories are of complete wilderness.
But the nighttime view has changed
dramatically in 50 years, with home
lights now visible in large groups in
several areas.
“If we protect the east side of Lake
Berryessa now, and we look ahead 50
years into the future, the lake won't be a
complete circle of lights. Maybe my
grandchildren will still experience that
feeling of being in the wilderness, even
so close to the Bay Area.”
The Gunn Ranch and adjacent
Smitty Ranch have been permanently
shielded from development in an
arrangement known as an agricultural
conservation easement, and other local
properties are likely to follow suit. The
Land Trust of Napa County worked with
the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
and the California Department of
Conservation (DOC) to bring the
easements to fruition. The easement
restricts future development on the land,
but allows the land to stay in private
ownership and ensures that sustainable
ranching can continue into the future.
The Napa County easements were
the first completed under California’s
new Sustainable Agricultural Lands
Conservation (SALC) Program. The
SALC Program is part of the California’s
Climate Investments, which use
proceeds from the state’s cap-and-trade
auctions to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions while providing a variety of
additional benefits to California
communities. SALC is administered by
the DOC for the Strategic Growth
Council (SGC). SALC supports the
state’s efforts to reduce emissions
through agricultural land preservation,
complementing
SGC’s
climate

investments in infill and compact
development.
“Protecting our natural and
working lands from future development
is a key component in reaching our state's
long term climate goals, and the Strategic
Growth Council is committed to
stewarding and protecting these vital
natural resources,” said SCG Executive
Director Randall Winston.
“We were very pleased to work with
the State of California and the Moore
Foundation
to
complete
these
easements,” said Doug Parker, Chief
Executive Officer of the Land Trust of
Napa County. “And I especially want to
thank the landowners for their
commitment to this project. This was
really just the first phase of a very large
agricultural easement project aimed at
protecting all the land on the east side of
Lake Berryessa – 14,000 acres. All of the
landowners are interested in doing
easements, so we are excited about
working with them to protect this large
and important area.”
The easements, totaling 1,558
acres, are 18 miles from Angwin in Napa
County and 12 miles from the City of
Winters Sphere of Influence in Yolo
County. Although the land is rural, the
property just south of the ranches has
been divided into 40-acre lots and around
the lake, other areas have been
developed. The ranches have beautiful
views of Lake Berryessa desirable for
ranchettes, estate homes, or recreational
homes. By eliminating the potential to
subdivide these ranches, 5.1 million
fewer vehicle miles travelled over the
next 30 years will be attained, along with
a multitude of agricultural and habitat
benefits.
The ranch includes large open
grasslands that transition to oak
woodlands and more forested land going
up from the lake to the ridge on the NapaYolo county line. Protecting the upper
reaches of the land will ensure that these
forests are also protected, growing trees
that will continue to sequester carbon. In
addition, the project will help protect the
watershed of Lake Berryessa, a key water
source for Solano County, and
significant scenic landscapes for all the

residents and visitors to Lake Berryessa
each year.
To the east and north east, the ranches
are adjacent to protected areas. The land
immediately to the north and south
remains under threat. Nearby protected
lands include Bureau of Land
Management property that was designated
last year as part of the new Berryessa Snow
Mountain National Monument, and
ranches protected with easements in both
Napa and Yolo counties.
“Pursuing this project provides the
opportunity to create, through several
phases, a contiguous area of over 57,000
acres of permanently protected land,”
Parker said. “This would ensure wildlife
corridors across this very large area and
into a complex of protected lands to the
north.”
DOC’s Division of Land Resource
Protection administers the SALC
Program, based on its conservation
easement expertise under the California
Farmland Conservancy Program (CFCP).
Since 1996, the CFCP has funded more
than 175 conservation easements,
permanently conserving more than 57,000
acres of the state’s best farmland with
more than $83 million in funding.
“We congratulate the Land Trust of
Napa County and the landowners on the
creation of these agricultural conservation
easements,” said David Bunn, Director of
the Department of Conservation. “We
appreciate the work the land trust does
to preserve the productive ranchlands and
natural beauty of Napa County. We’re
proud to have helped facilitate preserving
these properties and look forward to
working with land trusts and landowners
on future endeavors that will result in
long-term greenhouse gas reduction
benefits.”
Added Dan Winterson of the Moore
Foundation: “We are pleased to be able to
support this important project, which
protects high conservation-value lands
from development. We extend many
thanks to the landowners and the Land
Trust of Napa County for all of the work to
complete the easement, and are very
excited about the new, innovative funding
provided by the SALC program that
allows these deals to come to fruition.”
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SOME TIME-HONORED TRUTHS
1. Don't sweat the petty things, and don't pet the sweaty things.
2. One tequila, two tequila, three tequila, floor.
3. One nice thing about egotists: They don't talk about other people.
4. To be intoxicated is to feel sophisticated but not be able to say it.
5. Never underestimate the power of stupid people in large groups.
6. The older you get, the better you realize you were.
7. I doubt, therefore I might be.
8. Age is a very high price to pay for maturity.
9. Procrastination is the art of keeping up with yesterday.
10. Women like silent men, they think they're listening.
11. Men are from earth. Women are from earth. Deal with it.
12. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him to fish, and he will sit in a boat
and drink beer all day.
13. A fool and his money are soon partying.
14. Do pediatricians play miniature golf on Wednesdays?
15. Before they invented drawing boards, what did they go back to?
16. Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery.
17. If all of the world is a stage, where is the audience sitting?
18. If God dropped acid, would he see people?
19. If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do the rest have to drown too?
20. If the #2 pencil is the most popular, why is it still #2?
21. If work is so terrific, how come they have to pay you to do it?
22. If you're born again, do you have two bellybuttons?
23. If you ate pasta and antipasta, would you still be hungry?
24. If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done?
25. Why is it called tourist season if we can't shoot at them?

2 KEEP YOUR DOG COOL THIS
SUMMER!
By Lucie Hock
(Editor’s Note: Berryessa Highlands
resident, Lucie Hock, has been a dog
rescue advocate for many years. She and
her husband, Frank, are a regular sight on
Steele Canyon Road with 6 to 8 dogs in the
back of their little car or walking along the
beach inside Steele Park.)
Hot summer days can be
especially hard on dogs. They
cannot perspire and can only
cool themselves by panting and
sweating through the glands in
the pads of their feet and noses,
which is inadequate to cool them
down in extreme heat. Dogs have
a
higher
internal
body
temperature than humans and
they can overheat very quickly.
There are steps we can take to
make the hot weather more
comfortable for our dogs.
Exercise your dog early in
the morning or late in the
evening when it is cooler
outside. Watch out for surface
temperatures.
Sidewalks,
asphalt and sand can become so
hot, your dog’s feet can burn and
blister in as little as 10 minutes.
Keep medium and longhaired dogs
especially well groomed in the summer. A
well-groomed coat protects your dog from
the sun and acts as insulation from the heat.
A tangled and matted coat will trap heat
and expose skin surfaces. Rashes, hot
spots or sunburns can develop.
Car and truck rides can be extremely
stressful for your dog on hot days. Please

consider leaving your dog at home during
the mid-day heat. If he does go for a ride
with you, never leave him in a parked car.
Even opening the windows , while parked
in the shade, will not prevent a dog from
overheating. Riding in the back of a pick
up truck can also be dangerously hot for
your dog. Inside or outside, with only hot
air to breath, dogs can suffer irreparable
brain damage and die from heatstroke.

Their feet can burn and blister on black
duraliners and hot metal truck beds. Be
sure your dog has plenty of water, a cool
surface to stand on and shade from the sun
during those “quick trips to town”. Ice
packs, or even a frozen plastic bottle of
water, can be added into crates to help keep
your dog cool while traveling.
Designer K-9 clothing is very popular

Live Aloha at Lake Berryessa!
www.1015rimrock.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
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amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

1015 Rimrock Drive

Adorable single-level 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with great indoor/outdoor
living spaces with lake views! Just minutes away from boating, fishing
and all that Lake Living has to offer!
Great for a 2nd home getaway or full time living!

Kitchen w/granite
counters
Hardwood floors
Living room opens
onto spacious deck.
Large deck off
master suite
New foundation,
siding, windows
Two-car attached
garage
Approx.1,288 sq.
ft., circa 1981

$359,000

and used by dog owners year round. Be
careful of your choices on hot days. Full
body clothing can trap heat, dramatically
increase your dog’s body temperature and
cause heat stroke. Muzzles that don’t
allow your dog to open his mouth will
prevent him from panting and drinking
water. Avoid tying up your dog outside
because ropes and chains can easily tangle
and prevent your dog from reaching the

shade and water that he needs.
Your dog will need “cool” shade
during the summer. Doghouses do not
provide adequate protection from the heat
and sun. Plastic doghouses are cold in the
winter and hot in the summer. In the direct
sunlight, plastic doghouses will trap the
heat making the inside of the house
unbearably hot for your dog. Wooden

doghouses can provide better protection
on hot days because wood does not
conduct heat and can stay cool to the touch,
even in the direct sunlight. The best choice
is always a shady area, behind a structure
or under a tree, for your dog’s house.
Dogs need to hydrate frequently and a
clean supply of water should be available
to them at all times, day and night. Dogs
need to drink a minimum of 1 oz of water
per one pound of body weight each
day and this can easily double, or
triple, in extreme heat or during
exercise. Dehydration occurs when
dogs lose body fluids faster than
they can replace them. A prominent
sign of dehydration is loss of skin
elasticity. When the skin along the
back is pulled up, it should spring
back into place. In a dehydrated
dog, the skin stays up in a ridge for
5-10 seconds. Heat stroke begins
with heavy panting and difficulty
breathing. The tongue and the
gums will appear bright red, the
saliva will be thick and vomiting
often occurs. A dog will become
progressively unsteady and may
pass bloody diarrhea.
Dogs know when they are
getting too hot and, in most cases,
will slow down and look for a cool
resting place. Dogs are so faithful,
they will follow their owners anywhere,
anytime. When the conditions are not
suitable for their comfort and safety, we
need to decide what is best for them. A
cool, shady spot at home is always the best
choice for your dog during the mid and late
day heat. Be good to your dog, he is
counting on you to make the right choices
to keep him cool this summer.

Lake Berryessa Two Story Lake View Home!
Living room w/
fireplace
Spacious kitchen
AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

2 Bdrm, 2 bath +
loft
2 Car attached
garage w/ laundry

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

Central AC/heat
Fenced yard
1135 Rimrock Drive (www.RimrockDrive.com)

Live the Lake Life! Within minutes of boat launch, swimming, and
recreation. Fantastic deck views of Lake Berryessa and surrounding
mountains. Close to all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer.

Boat & RV
parking

$385,000

Solutions to Puzzles on Page 3
1. The man is very, very short and can only reach halfway
up the elevator buttons. However, if it is raining then he will
have his umbrella with him and can press the higher buttons
with it.
2. The surgeon was his mother.
3. It was day time.
4. At the time she went into labor, the mother of the twins
was traveling by boat. The older twin, Terry, was born first
early on March 1st. The boat then crossed a time zone and
Kerry, the younger twin, was born on February the 28th.
Therefore, the younger twin celebrates her birthday two
days before her older brother.
5. A square manhole cover can be turned and dropped down
the diagonal of the manhole. A round manhole cannot be
dropped down the manhole. So for safety and practicality,
all manhole covers should be round.
6. The poison in the punch came from the ice cubes. When
the man drank the punch, the ice was fully frozen. Gradually
it melted, poisoning the punch.
7. He recognized Adam and Eve as the only people without
navels. Because they were not born of women, they had
never had umbilical cords and therefore they never had
navels. This one seems perfectly logical but it can
sometimes spark fierce theological arguments.
8. They were two of a set of triplets (or quadruplets, etc.).
This puzzle stumps many people. They try outlandish
solutions involving test-tube babies or surrogate mothers.
Why does the brain search for complex solutions when
there is a much simpler one available?
9. The man had hiccups. The barman recognized this from
his speech and drew the gun in order to give him a shock. It
worked and cured the hiccups—so the man no longer
needed the water.
This is a simple puzzle to state but a difficult one to solve.
It is a perfect example of a seemingly irrational and
incongruous situation having a simple and complete
explanation.
Amazingly this classic puzzle seems to work in different
cultures and languages.
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July 1 Horoscopes
Aries (3/21-4/19): Your extremely trying
week will not be improved by your
decision to deal with all problems by
leaning on the horn.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): You will
successfully foil a secret plot to infiltrate
your house and surprise you with birthday
gifts, cake, and good wishes.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): Your upcoming
appearance on a popular wildlife show
will provide a cautionary example to
whale-watchers for years to come.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): You will soon learn
the hard way that “motherly love” means
different things to different mothers.
Leo (7/23-8/22): The paramedics will find
it much easier to load you into the
ambulance if they remember to bring a few
buckets along.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): Your hatred of the
strange and unfamiliar leads you to open
hundreds
of
identical
fast-food
restaurants.
Libra (9/23-10/22): The stars thank you
for your interest, but you do not fit their
needs at this time. Good luck in future
endeavors.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): The Hands of Fate
will intervene several times next week,
knocking you into puddles for their own
amusement.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): The men from
the government will exercise a surprising
amount of patience while explaining to
you that income taxes are not determined
by essay.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): There are a
million reasons you shouldn’t give up
hope of ever finding love. None of them,
however, are any good.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Forces are being set
in motion that will forever change the way
you look at microwaveable Mexican
dinners.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): An out-of-body
experience will soon leave you with a
deeper understanding of just how much
weight you should be trying to lose.
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The Lake Berryessa Watershed
Partnership Interns:
What Do They Really Do?
by Gustavo Cruz
(Editor’s Note: Gus is one of several young
intern-scientists working at Lake Berryessa
recreation areas doing invasive mussel
screenings and boater outreach education to
protect our beautiful lake.)

*****
It feels like just yesterday that I began my
job at Lake Berryessa this summer. We are
moving towards the 10th week of our
program at the lake and a busy Fourth of July
holiday weekend. I must admit that I was not
too familiar with Lake Berryessa before I was
humbled by the opportunity to work here. As
an Environmental Engineering major going
into my final semester at UC Merced this fall,
Go Bobcats!, I have learned to appreciate the
incredible ecological diversity of California.
Working up here at Lake Berryessa has been
a fantastic opportunity to take in a small piece
of the austere grandeur of California.
My father raised me with a wrench in one
hand and a hammer in the other. I learned a lot
about working with tools and construction
from him. From foundations to roofing and
anything in between, I was learning the trade
early on. The biggest take away from those
hard and long summer work days was how
important a hands-on experience is to me.
My most recent semester had me enrolled
in upper division ecology and field ecology
courses. Countless nights were spent
studying the complex dynamics of a food
web, photorespiratory pathways, biological
life cycles, techniques for identifying flora
and fauna, and the effect of introducing nonnative species to an area. I did not think I
would be able to apply that knowledge
immediately after my semester was over.
My job at Lake Berryessa this summer

coupled with the completed relevant courses
in my major has been a very welcomed handson experience just like the summers spent
with my father. I am thankful for the
opportunity provided by the Solano County
Water Agency (SCWA) and all of the
partners that help support this program.
Since the start of the program in late
April to the time that this article was written,
the SCWA program has screened 2,678 boats
for Zebra and Quagga mussels. We screened
1,069 boats on Memorial weekend! Markley
Cove takes the cake as the busiest spot for
boat launches with 911 screenings for the
season so far. Capell Cove and Steele Canyon
are not far behind with 627 and 694
screenings respectively. To date, Putah
Canyon sits atop 422 screenings and Pleasure
Cove with 24 screenings. It should be noted
that these numbers only capture the
screenings performed by our team at SCWA
on the weekends. The concessionaires at the
various sites are comprised of a very
supportive group of pleasant individuals that
continue our efforts during the weekdays
when we are not capable of being at every
site.
While the invasive screenings are a huge
part of our job at the lake, we also focus on
individual educational outreach via surveys.
There are two surveys, one for boaters and the
second for day use recreators at Oak Shores.
We ask several questions about safe and clean
boating practices and stress how we can each
play a role in keeping Lake Berryessa clean.
Boaters receive a boater kit with a brand new
bilge pad, fuel bib, promotional coupon and
several pieces of literature on proper boating
practices.
To date, we have performed 367 boater
surveys and 70 recreator surveys at Oak
Shores. One survey may have us in contact
with multiple individuals. To date, we have
been in contact
with
1230
individuals
and
will
continue
to
e d u c a t e
recreators as
we
move
deeper into the
s u m m e r
season. The
surveys
are
really
an

opportunity to initiate a more amiable and
informative dialogue with lake visitors so that
we may foster more environmentally
conscious visits to the lake. As my supervisor
Daniel says: “it takes more than just three
people doing outreach to help keep Lake
Berryessa clean. It really takes a whole
community”.
My name is Gustavo, but you can just
call me Gus. I am the youngest of two and my
older sister is Graciela Cruz. My parents are
Graciela Sierra and J. Gustavo Cruz. I am a
native son of Los Angeles and California. I
grew up near the Pacific Ocean in Venice
Beach and went to the Central Valley for
college. I currently reside in Merced County,
named after the Merced River, and will be
completing my undergraduate education in
December of this year.
My breaks from school are usually spent
with family and friends in Los Angeles. This
summer is a little different for me since I am
spending it in the Vaca Mountains and not at
home. I have heard that home is where the
heart is and while a large part of my heart is
still in Los Angeles and Merced, I find
comfort in knowing that there will now be a
part of my heart here at Lake Berryessa. That
would not have been possible without the
continued support of the warm and
welcoming community here at Berryessa.
Whether it is a boater, motorcycle rider,
cyclist, Berryessa local, fisherman, sheriff
deputy, fish and wildlife warden, BOR
ranger, the fine ladies and gentlemen working
the sites all over Berryessa or my own cohort
at SCWA, I have felt a warm welcome from
all and look forward to work every day.
You can easily spot me around Lake
Berryessa donning the gray SCWA polo, my
reflective safety vest and a big smile on my
face.

Annual Pope Valley Volunteer Fire Department BBQ
Saturday, July 16, 2016 at the Pope Valley Farm Center
Dinner 5 - 8PM, Dance 7- 11PM

The band will be our local “Way Out West”- back by popular demand.
Adults- $20, Kids 6-12- $10, Kids under 6- Free
For more info please contact Chris at 707-965-1531 or truebrit@napanet.net.

Really Bad Similes Create Smiles The hailstones leaped from the

pavement, just like maggots when you
(A simile compares two different fry them in hot grease.

things in order to create a new
meaning. We are made explicitly
aware that a comparison is being
made due to the use of “like” or “as”.)

He fell for her like his heart was a mob
informant, and she was the East River.
Even in his last years, Granddad had a
mind like a steel trap, only one that had
been
left out so long, it had rusted shut.
Her face was a perfect oval, like a circle
that had its two sides gently compressed The plan was simple, like my brother-inlaw Phil. But unlike Phil, this plan just
by a Thigh Master.
His thoughts tumbled in his head, might work.
making and breaking alliances like He was as lame as a duck. Not the
underpants in a dryer without Cling metaphorical lame duck, either, but a
Free.
real duck that was actually lame, maybe
He spoke with the wisdom that can only from stepping on a land mine or
come from experience, like a guy who something.

went blind because he looked at a solar
eclipse without one of those boxes with
a pinhole in it and now goes around the
country speaking at high schools about
the dangers of looking at a solar eclipse
without one of those boxes with a
pinhole in it.

It was an American tradition, like
fathers chasing kids around with power
tools.

From the attic came an unearthly howl.
The whole scene had an eerie, surreal
quality, like when you're on vacation in
another city and Jeopardy comes on at
7:00 p.m. instead of 7:30.

The revelation that his marriage of 30
years had disintegrated because of his
wife’s infidelity came as a rude shock,
like a surcharge at a formerly surchargefree ATM.

He was deeply in love. When she spoke,
he thought he heard bells, as if she were
a garbage truck backing up.

Her eyes were like two brown circles
She grew on him like she was a colony of
with big black dots in the center.
E. Coli, and he was room-temperature
He was as tall as a 6’3” tree.
Canadian beef.
She had a deep, throaty, genuine laugh, John and Mary never met. They were
like that sound a dog makes just before like two hummingbirds that had also
never met.
it throws up.
Her vocabulary was as bad as, like, She had a deep, throaty, genuine laugh
like that sound a dog makes before it
whatever.
throws up.
The little boat gently drifted across the
pond exactly the way a bowling ball The ballerina rose gracefully en pointe
and extended one slender leg behind her,
wouldn't.
like a dog at a fire hydrant.
McBride fell 12 stories, hitting the
pavement like a Hefty bag filled with Her vocabulary was as bad as, like,
whatever.
vegetable soup.

Her hair glistened in the rain like a nose The lamp just sat there, like an inanimate
object.
hair after a sneeze.
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Glamping Meets Lake Berryessa
By Evan Kilkus
Glamorous, Camping…Glamping. What a concept! But
what does it mean? Is it a cabin? A yurt? An RV? A
treehouse? A multi-million dollar estate in Calistoga?
Vaguely and technically, yes to all.
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Glamping is a word that first originated about 11 years
ago, and since then the term has caught on as a trendy
description of a large variety of alternatives to pitching a
tent on the dirt.
Camping is the activity of spending one or more nights
outdoors in a tent, primitive structure, travel trailer or
recreation vehicle (RV) for the enjoyment of the natural
environment. The level of development to support
camping vary from a bare piece of grass to fully
developed campgrounds with hard surface trailer camps,
electricity, sanitary facilities, picnic tables and unlimited
variety of others amenities. Camping may be an end unto
itself, but often it is participated in conjunction with other
activities.

Both families want to go camping, but in
very different settings leading to
different kinds of experiences and
benefits.
Glamping may be an intermediate level
between luxury and a sleeping bag.
Many of us have had the experince of
sleeping in a tent with the kids, but
finally deciding that putting up that tent
and blowing up air mattresses belongs in
the category of stories about the "good
ole days." We want some comfort now.
While examples of glamping vary from
functional to over the top deluxe, for the
sake of Lake Berryessa, let’s bring it
back to the basics.

A perfect example of a basic glamping
campsite happens to be in Vacaville at
the Vineyard RV Park. As the photo on
the right from glampinghub.com shows, all that’s needed chairs and a coffee table so you can relax in the comfort
For example, one family might desire camping in a is a basic wood platform as small as 10’x10’, with canvas of your very own… glamorous campsite.
modern, full service campground on a reservoir in order walls and a roof, installed on 9 concrete blocks.
A search on glamping.com shows three more examples of
to spend quality time with the family, to rest and relax, Inside you will find all the basics you wish you could fit what glamping can be. Ranging in price from $65 to $500
and to see nature’s beauty. Another family might desire in your backpack on your camping trip. A full size bed or more, adventure seekers can often find the option and
camping in a rural location where they can test their with linens, night stands with lamps, and always a few location that suits their needs, desires, and budget.
fishing skills, enjoy solitude, and see nature’s beauty.
So how does the Glamping trend
relate to Lake Berryessa? Simple.
For the last 10 years the same
major issue has come up for
potential resort bidders who were
trying to build cabins and
standard
resort
facilities.
California’s
increasingly
stringent
building
and
environmental codes made these
resorts cost more money to build
than most were willing to risk.
Now in 2016, glamping might be
one cost effective solution we
have all been looking for.

View Home at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

Living room with
pellet stove
Deck with
amazing views!

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Master suite with
deck, jetted tub,
double vanities

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Spacious updated
kitchen

1149 Rimrock Drive
Special two story home nestled in the eastern hills of Napa County!
Enjoy outdoor living on the rear deck with breathtaking views. Just
minutes away from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer!

Attached two car
garage
Room to spare
PLUS boat/RV
parking.

$385,000

Woman Who Doesn’t Use Facebook Is logs into the popular social media site, it has
Completely Out Of Touch With
grown increasingly difficult in recent years
Friends’ Prejudices
to keep up with her longtime acquaintances’
heated knee-jerk responses to events in the
Admitting that her lack of a Facebook
world that reveal their intolerant viewpoints
account often leaves her feeling
and irrational biases. “It’d be nice to know
disconnected, local woman Laura Starling
which of my friends hold grudges against
confirmed Wednesday that she’s entirely
which minority groups, and who
out of touch with her friends’ prejudices. “I
condescendingly writes off every police
never got around to joining Facebook, so
officer or gun owner in the country. Maybe
I’m basically in the dark about what kind of
I should sign up just so I’m not left out
narrow-minded opinions my old classmates
whenever someone has a big announcement
and former coworkers have these days,” said
about which race, religion, or political party
Starling, who added that, because she never
is destroying the country.”

"Listening is an act of love"
by Suzanne Kilkus
www.heartspacecoaching.com
I recently returned from a wonderful vacation road trip during
which I had some good time to listen to a variety of the life all
around me. I realized again how important listening is to me, how
important listening is to engaging life fully, how important it is to
connecting to others, to creating harmony in close relationships.

July 15 Horoscopes
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Aries (3/21-4/19): In times of crisis you’ve
often looked to the stars for guidance, and
this weekend will be no different, aside, of
course, from your utter failure to identify
which one of us is Polaris.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): The stars say to hold
tight. Your life is about to undergo a
dramatic change. Feel free to interpret that
as a hopeful statement if you like.

Saying this seems like I’m stating the obvious, but I witness a lot
of struggles in listening - and not being listened to is one of the
primary complaints I hear from couples about their relationship. Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): They say you can’t
David Isay, the creator of Story Corps, which is an independent judge a man until you’ve walked a mile in
nonprofit project whose mission is to honor and celebrate the lives his shoes, but after 3,000 feet, you’re
of everyday Americans by listening to their stories, says that beginning to suspect he’d like to have his
listening is an act of love. I think he is talking about particular kinds sneakers back.
and ways of listening.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): You will ignore the
voice
of reason once again this week, but
The kind of listening that connects to another, which gives the
message that the other is important to us, has value in our lives, and that’s largely because it’s gone hoarse and
grown nearly inaudible over the years.
deserves the respect and regard of our attention.
Listening can be used for a number of things. We may do a lot of Leo (7/23-8/22): Disappointment will be
listening to a variety of media – television programs, music, or yours this week when what you first
radio. We may listen to distract ourselves from something or believe to be the play’s curtain call turns
someone, or to avoid feeling uncomfortable. We may listen to learn out to be just Act 1, Scene 2.
something, or we may listen to reinforce what we already believe Virgo (8/23-9/22): Someday you’ll inspire
a whole new generation to pursue their
or think.
dreams, secure in the knowledge that they
But when we develop and use our ability to listen in a way that the
couldn’t possibly do any worse than you.
other person experiences being heard and understood, we are
acting with love. Listening in this way to a friend, a loved one, and Libra (9/23-10/22): Your plan to dig an
yourself - free of our filters to defend, fix, or avoid the truth - creates escape tunnel over the next three years
using only a spoon stolen from the
a new type of space between people.
cafeteria will utterly dumbfound everyone
This is the kind of space that heals and transforms struggle and else at the office.
conflict, the kind of space that is infused with calm, the kind of
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): When all's said
space that expresses being fully present to experience the delight
and done, some people will actually
of the moment.
admire the way you stand your ground and
On vacation I listened with awe and wonder to the roar of the don’t let the escaped zoo elephant just
Niagara Falls, to the many languages of the crowd around me. My push you around.
listening at the jazz concerts in Toronto transported me to heights Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): You’ve got
of thrill, delight, and pure joy.
tough row to hoe in front of you this week,
Listening care-fully to my husband Steve in our conversations as which seems like merely a folksy
we drove from place to place created closeness between us that felt euphemism until you find you’ve inherited
out of time and place. Listening to the morning birdsong and the a run-down potato farm.
evening play of children marked the passage of time each day.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Sometimes all
Listening to an old friend gave me new understanding and brought you want is to relax in your sweats with a
resolution to some long held questions. Listening carefully with movie and a bowl of popcorn, but this
intention to connect, respect, and be present is an act of love. It can week you’ll want six units of whole blood,
be simple and yet complex, flowing as a stream and deep as an clean bandages, a splint, and plenty of
morphine.
ocean. It’s a lifelong practice that reaps abundant benefits.
My wonder question right now is, “How can I listen so that Aquarius (1/20-2/18): You have yet to find
everyone and everything around me experiences love, care, and a love worthy of your unique affections
and depth of spirit. You should strongly
understanding?” Do you want to join me?
consider getting a goldfish.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): No notable changes.

The Lake Berryessa News

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
Pkilkus@gmail.com
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Boiling Frog Myth:
Even Frogs Are Not That Stupid!
The boiling frog story is a widespread
anecdote describing a frog slowly being
boiled alive. The premise is that if a frog is
placed in boiling water, it will jump out,
but if it is placed in cold water that is
slowly heated, it will not perceive the
danger and will be cooked to death.

in 1875 by Fratscher.

Goltz raised the temperature of the water
from 17.5°C to 56°C in about ten minutes,
or 3.8°C per minute, in his experiment
which prompted normal frogs to attempt to
escape, whereas Heinzmann heated the
frogs over the course of 90 minutes from
about 21°C to 37.5°C, a rate of less than
0.2°C per minute. One source from 1897
The story is often used as a metaphor for says, "in one experiment the temperature
was raised at a rate of 0.002°C. per second,
the inability of people to
and the frog was found
react to significant
dead at the end of 2½
changes that occur
hours
without having
gradually. According to
moved."
contemporary
biologists the premise of
In 1888 William
the story is not true; an
Thompson Sedgwick
actual frog submerged
explained the apparent
and gradually heated
contradiction between
will jump out.
the results of these
experiments as a
The story has been
of
consequence
retold many times and
different
heating
rates
used to illustrate many
different points, the collapse of used in the experiments: "The truth
civilization anticipated by survivalists; appears to be that if the heating be
about inaction in response to climate sufficiently gradual, no reflex movements
change. It has also been used by will be produced even in the normal frog ;
libertarians to warn about slow erosion of if it be more rapid, yet take place at such a
rate as to be fairly called "gradual," it will
civil rights.
not secure the repose of the normal frog
In the 1996 novel The Story of B,
under any circumstances..."
environmentalist author Daniel Quinn
spends a chapter on the metaphor of the In 1995, Professor Douglas Melton, of the
boiling frog, using it to describe human Harvard University Biology department,
history, population growth and food said, "If you put a frog in boiling water, it
surplus. Al Gore used a version of the story won't jump out. It will die. If you put it in
in his presentations and the 2006 movie An cold water, it will jump before it gets hot —
Inconvenient Truth to describe ignorance they don't sit still for you." Dr. George R.
about global warming. In his version the Zug, curator of reptiles and amphibians at
the National Museum of Natural History,
frog is rescued before it is harmed.
also rejected the suggestion, saying that "If
Several experiments involving recording
a frog had a means of getting out, it
the reaction of frogs to slowly heated water
certainly would get out."
took place in the 19th century. In 1869,
while doing experiments searching for the In 2002 Dr. Victor H. Hutchison,
location of the soul, German physiologist Professor Emeritus of Zoology at the
Friedrich Goltz demonstrated that a frog University of Oklahoma, with a research
that has had its brain removed will remain interest in thermal relations of
in slowly heated water, but his intact frogs amphibians, said that "The legend is
entirely incorrect!" He described how the
attempted to escape the water.
critical thermal maximum for many frog
Other experiments showed that frogs did
species has been determined by
not attempt to escape gradually heated
contemporary research experiments: as
water. An 1872 experiment by Heinzmann
the water is heated by about 2°F, or 1.1°C,
demonstrated that a normal frog would not
per minute, the frog becomes increasingly
attempt to escape if the water was heated
active as it tries to escape, and eventually
slowly enough, and this was corroborated
jumps out if the container allows it.

Lake Berryessa Watershed
Partnership Interns Making an
Impact During 4th of July Weekend
by Marianelly Lopez
It is hard to believe that two months ago
I became a part of the Lake Berryessa
Watershed Partnership team. Even though
we all come from different backgrounds
and interests, we are unified through our
desire to keep Lake Berryessa clean and
educate others about water quality and
conservation. I never expected that such a
diverse team could work so well together
within such a short period of time.
As a biological systems engineering
major, I have learned to work alongside
scientists and engineers to find solutions to
existing problems in the environment.
Teamwork has always been essential to
make things happen, and I believe that the
Lake Berryessa team excels in this
category. Working at the lake has given me
the opportunity to focus on the current
problem of invasive zebra and quagga
mussels while finding ways to make others
active participants in making a positive
impact in our environment.
The classes in my major have sparked
my curiosity and desire to work in the
environmental health field. Learning
about biological life cycles in upper
division biology and ecology classes,
designing an on-campus storm water
management solution in my green
engineering design class, and building a
bioreactor for my senior design project
sparked my interests in the environment.
The class subjects and team building
opportunities truly encouraged me to find
an opportunity to apply my knowledge and
have hands-on experience.
The LBWP Internship turned out to be
the very opportunity that I was looking for.
From the very first day where I met my coworkers, I had a feeling that this was the
right place for me. Learning how the zebra
and quagga mussels negatively change the
biology and chemistry of the lake
increased my desire to help protect the
lake. After spending weeks training
together and learning the material, the
Lake Berryessa team has grown stronger
and more effective. We have learned how
to depend on each other when work is
tough, especially during the holiday
weekends. 2058 boater surveys and 319

recreator surveys have been conducted
from Memorial Day weekend to before the
Fourth of July weekend, thanks to the
team’s effort.
Our teamwork can be especially
reflected from the results of Fourth of July
weekend. Every time that we go out to the
lake, we are divided into smaller teams of
1 to 3 people and are in charge of
conducting invasive screenings and boater
surveys. While the invasive screenings
allow us to interact with every single
boater entering Lake Berryessa, the boater
surveys are the real opportunity to spread
knowledge to others. The individual(s)
that we talk to learn about their role in
keeping Lake Berryessa clean and also
receive a boater kit to act upon the
information provided to them.
When we were told that last year 128
boater surveys were conducted during this
holiday, we were determined to beat that
number. What started out as a friendly
competition between the Steele Canyon
and Capell Cove teams actually turned out
to be a source of motivation for everyone.
Despite the windy weather, the entire team
managed to get 1,200 invasive screenings
and 216 boater surveys! We had exceeded
our own expectations.
My favorite part about this job is seeing
how determined people can be to take care
of the lake and their boats once they learn
about the invasive mussel species. Even
the young children who hear their parents
answering the questions are absorbing the
information. All of this would not occur if
there was not a team of people who care
about protecting Lake Berryessa.
My name is Marianelly and I am the
oldest of three children. I grew up in the
Bay Area, surrounded by many cities and
suburbs. Going to college at UC Davis
opened a window to explore nature’s
wonder and has also opened the door that
led me to this internship.
I am very grateful that the Solano
County Water Agency (SCWA) gave me
an opportunity to further explore my
passion for the environment. I have one
more quarter before completing my
undergraduate education this December.
If you ever stop by Lake Berryessa this
summer, I guarantee that you will be
greeted by one of the friendly members of
the Lake Berryessa team.

Lake Level Status as of 7/10/16
The lake level is now at 405.40 feet - 34.6 feet
below Glory Hole. The lake continues to drop
about an inch per day. The lake level at this
time last year was 403.85 feet, 1.55 feet lower
than today.
The season total for rain remains at 24.57
inches at Monticello Dam (about average).
At the present level Lake Berryessa holds
957,746 acre-feet of water, which is 59.9% of
it’s 1,600,00 acre-feet capacity.
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Napa Valley Tourist Economy Continues To Improve

Napa Superior Court Ruling Keeps Oak Woodland Measure Off Ballot

During the summer, Visit Napa Valley ends one fiscal year and jumps right into
planning the next. Their team is working very closely with their strategic marketing
agency to create new and innovative ways to entice overnight stays and continue to
stand out as a world-class destination.

A Napa County oak woodland and watershed protection measure, which could have
had serious effects on Lake Berryessa area and unincorporated county property
owners, has apparently failed.

Most of VNV’s funding comes from a voluntary self-imposed hotel assessment.
When a visitor buys a hotel room, 2 percent of what they pay goes to promote the
Napa Valley as a tourist destination. While VNV markets the Napa Valley as a
whole, some of that assessment revenue goes to local groups that tout the benefits
of their particular cities.
VNV is acutely aware of the anti-tourist sentiment that has been building up lately,
and VNV says it does not try to attract visitors on weekends or from May to October,
when there are plenty of tourists already. Instead, VNV tries to get people here on
weekdays during “Cabernet Season,” from November through April.
To maximize the economic boost and minimize the impact on infrastructure,
promotional efforts target wealthy people who are likely to spend a lot of money.
Hotels would much rather charge higher rent than increase their occupancy.
Average Daily Rate (ADR) is a statistical unit that represents the average rental
income per paid occupied room in a given time period. The average ADR of the
Napa Vally lodging industry rose from $312 per night in June, 2015 to $324 per
night in June, 2016. Average occupancy went from 76% to 79%.
Total revenue (the primary metric of interest) rose more than 10%, climbing from
$33.3 million in June, 2015 to $36.7 million in June, 2016.

Lake Berryessa Lake View Home!
www.514Neptune.com

Lindal Cedar Home!

The Water, Forest and Oak Woodland Protection Initiative attempted to strengthen
buffers zones around streams. It would in many cases require property owners
wanting to cut down oak trees to obtain a permit from the county. Permits would be
limited to removing no more than 10 percent of the oak canopy on a property.
The ballot measure would have set up a controversial showdown in the debate over
hillside development. In particular, discussion has focused on whether hillside
vineyard development that involves cutting down oaks and involves planting vines
near streams is regulated enough.
To obtain a permit, property owners would follow various best management practices
detailed in the county's 2010 Voluntary Oak Management Plan regarding planting
replacement trees and doing construction work near trees that are to remain.
Opposing the initiative are Napa Valley Vintners, Napa Valley Grapegrowers,
Winegrowers of Napa County and Napa County Farm Bureau. They say the county
already has strong protections for watershed forests and streams.
The measure portrays vineyard owners as people who don't care about the health and
well-being of their own properties, when the opposite is true, according to the Napa
Valley Grapegrowers Association. The organization claims it consists of 700 people
who care deeply about the environment and community. They called the proposed
measure flawed and said it contains hidden costs to enact for both property owners
and the county - and thus taxpayers.

Lake Berryessa Two Story Lake View Home!

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Three car garage with
office!
Plenty of room for a
boat or RV
Wood Stove

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

2 Bdrm, 2 bath +
loft
2 Car attached
garage w/ laundry

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Central AC/heat
Fenced yard

Freshly Painted
514 Neptune Court
Enjoy the natural beauty of Lake Berryessa in this two story home with lake
views! Boat, swim, ski, kayak, fish on the lake, then come home to relax on one
of five VIEW decks! Panoramic views in living room and master suite too!

Solar system to reduce
carbon footprint!

$449,000

“Our country’s once vast stretches of common ground are part of our national
heritage. Unfortunately, if they continue to be destroyed at the rate they have been
over the past decade, there will soon be nothing left. This action is a first step toward
ensuring that future generations of Americans will also be able to experience the
common ground we too often take for granted.” Obama added, however, that there
was sadly nothing that could be done to reduce the toxic levels of vitriol that had
tainted the nation’s dialogue.
Area Child Disappointed To Learn Parents’ Love Unconditional
Saying he doesn’t even feel like trying anymore, 8-year-old Max Bledsoe expressed
his strong disappointment Monday after learning that his parents’ love is
unconditional. “I always thought they loved me because I’d actually earned it, but
unfortunately it turns out that their affection is apparently limitless,” said a frustrated
Bledsoe, wondering aloud the point of doing well in school, learning how to play the
piano, and always going to bed before 9 p.m. if his parents were just going to keep
on loving him no matter what. “Look at me: I just wasted the last three years of my
life trying to win their approval by being a good kid. And for what? To get the love
that was coming to me anyway?” Bledsoe added that he envied his adopted younger
brother, who really has to work for his parents’ love.

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!
www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

Spacious kitchen

2.5 baths
Located in a cul-de-sac

Taking action to protect the rapidly dwindling vital resource, President Barack
Obama signed an executive order Wednesday that would preserve the last remaining
expanse of common ground in the nation. “America’s common ground is one of our
country’s most valuable assets, and one that is under threat today like never before,”
said Obama during a press conference following the signing of the act, which
establishes broad federal protections for the shrinking area of shared values and
mutual understanding that has suffered severe erosion in recent years.

Living room w/
fireplace

Cozy 1,750 sq. ft. home
offering 4 bedrooms,
AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Obama Signs Conservation Act To Preserve Nation’s Last Remaining
Area Of Common Ground

Boat & RV parking
1135 Rimrock Drive (www.RimrockDrive.com)

Live the Lake Life! Within minutes of boat launch, swimming, and
recreation. Fantastic deck views of Lake Berryessa and surrounding
mountains. Close to all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer.

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

Upstairs master suite
w/deck access
Two guest rooms
Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access
1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool &
hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

$494,000

View Home at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

$385,000

Live Aloha at Lake Berryessa!

Living room with
pellet stove

www.1015rimrock.com

Deck with
amazing views!
AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Master suite with
deck, jetted tub,
double vanities

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Spacious updated
kitchen

1149 Rimrock Drive
Special two story home nestled in the eastern hills of Napa County!
Enjoy outdoor living on the rear deck with breathtaking views. Just
minutes away from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer!

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.

Attached two car
garage
Room to spare
PLUS boat/RV
parking.

$385,000

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Kitchen w/granite
counters
Hardwood floors
Living room
opens onto
spacious deck.
Large deck off
master suite
New foundation,
siding, windows

Two-car attached
garage
Adorable single-level 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with great indoor/ Approx.1,288 sq.
ft., circa 1981
outdoor living spaces with lake views! Just minutes away from
boating, fishing and all that Lake Living has to offer!
$359,000
Great for a 2nd home getaway or full time living!

1015 Rimrock Drive

Onion Headlines
Crowd At Trump
Rally Realizes
They’ve Been
Chanting ‘We Are
Frightened And
Helpless’ For Last
Half Hour

The Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 3
wants you to know that

Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!

Spring brings some of the best hiking weather to the area and
there are miles of trails to hike. Summer brings warm weather
and warm water. Launch ramps are available at several
recreation areas for boaters and anglers. Oak Shores Day Use
Area is great for picnics and viewing the lake and wildlife.
Nation’s Overthinkers
After touring around the lake and stopping at local wineries
Convene To
like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety of food and drink
Determine What
That’s Supposed To is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat Country Store &
Deli, and Turtle Rock. Delve into the fascinating past of the
Mean
Town of Monticello, now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting
Helpful Museum Map
the
Berryessa Valley History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat
Highlights Exhibits
Visitors Don’t Have Village Center. Please use this web site to contact our
members to make use of their services:
To Feel Too Bad
About Skipping

www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/

U.S. Consumer
Confidence Shaken
After Mom Buys
Wrong Kind Of
Tortilla Chips
Antidepressant
Medication Label
Reminds Users That
Pill Should Never Be
Mixed With Long
Look In Mirror
Friend’s Threats To
Come Visit Becoming
Disturbingly More
Genuine
Study Reveals:
Babies Are Stupid
World Death Rate
Holding Steady At
100 Percent
Sudanese 14-YearOld Has Midlife
Crisis
Everyone At Airport
Delighted By Chubby
Family Rapidly
Waddling Toward
Gate
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What Is That Red Stuff Falling From The Sky?

Global Trade: Let Them Eat Recipes

August 15 Horoscopes

When economists talk about trade balances they refer only to
money flows, not ecological flows. But some areas constantly give
up ecological productivity, while others continuously draw on it.
For example, Hong Kong, Switzerland, and Japan provide little
ecological productivity to the world, while importing a great deal
from other places to maintain their high levels of consumption.

Aries (3/21-4/19): Continuing a proud, age-old
tradition, you will hand down your family’s
priceless heirlooms to the next generation of
Chinatown pawnbrokers.

depletion of the planet’s natural resources. People who live on
ecological goods imported from afar are spatially and
psychologically disconnected from the resources that sustain
them. They lose any direct incentive to conserve their own local
resources and have no hand in the management of the distant
sources of supply.

Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): There’s nothing wrong
with being attracted to a man in uniform, but
the stars still think you can do better than
building custodian.
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Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): Endless complaints that
your talents are being wasted at work will
Expanding world trade leads to increased global resource flows, finally pay off when management decides to
which stimulates total economic production and accelerates the promote you to the position of “Head Whiner.”

The Cold Fire burned approximately 4,000 acres in the first 24 hours. These photos
show the intensity and rapid spread of the fire during those first hours. When the fire
subsided crews spent thousands of man-hours hosing down the remaining hot spots
as the above photo shows - hard work!

Planes have been used for water drops since the 1930s, but it wasn't until the mid-'50s
that firefighters began using a heavier slurry of water and additives to keep the water
from evaporating in the heat or being blown away from the drop zone before it hit the
ground. Thickeners also help avoid runoff. Color marks the area hit by the drop, and
the fertilizer encourages regrowth of plants in the burn area.
Newer retardants use ammonium sulfate or ammonium polyphosphate with
attapulgite clay thickener or diammonium phosphate with a guar gum derivative
thickener. These are not only less toxic but act as fertilizers to help the regrowth of
plants after the fire.

Leo (7/23-8/22): A scantily clad stripper will
soon jump out of the cake, confirming a rather
embarrassing mix-up at the bakery, and
completely ruining your daughter’s fourth
birthday.

Fire retardants often contain wetting agents, preservatives and rust inhibitors and are
colored red with ferric oxide or fugitive color to mark where they have been dropped.
Brand names of fire retardants for aerial application include Fire-Trol and Phos-Chek.

Virgo (8/23-9/22): They’ve taken to calling
you a broken man, defeated, beaten, dispirited,
hopeless—but then, they have access to a
thesaurus.

As early as 1930, Forest Service fire fighting crews were flying over wildland fire
flames delivering water and hoping to either completely obliterate the fire or at least
douse it enough to slow its spread. The first recorded water drop in 1930 used a Ford
Tri-Motor airplane and a wooden beer keg filled with water.
The first free-flowing water airdrop from an airplane onto a fire was made during the
Mendenhall Fire, August 13, 1955, on the Mendocino National Forest when the pilot
of a Boeing Stearman 75 Kaydet dropped 6 loads of water in support of ground
firefighters. The operation successfully knocked-down the blazing fire.
To increase the effectiveness of fire control operations, in the 1960s, Navy TBM
Avengers were converted to handle slurry drops, becoming the first aircraft dedicated
to aerial firefighting and capable of dropping 600 gallons of retardant on a single
sortie.Through the 1960s, the Forest Service explored using a wider variety of military
surplus aircraft and discovered that multiengine PBYs, B-24s, A-26s, DC-6s, and
even B-17s could carry up to 2,500 gallons of retardant and were more effective on
large fires.
Photos by Evan Kilkus and Frank Hoch
Turn-Key Ready
Lake Berryessa
Custom Home

... Oakridge Estates 10 Acre Ranchette ...

Formal Dining
Room

2200+ Sq. Ft.
Family & Living
Rooms With
Wood Burning
Stoves
Central H/A

Huge Kitchen
With Viking
Range

Of Course, Room
For Pool, Barn,
Horses &
Chickens!

$649,000

Many Upgrades &
So Much Privacy

A wide variety of helicopters are also used for firefighting. Helicopters may be fitted
with tanks (helitankers) or they may carry buckets. Some helitankers, such as the
Erickson AirCrane, are also outfitted with a front-mounted foam cannon.

Cancer (6/22-7/22): To no avail, you will once
again pray exactly 223 times for God to heal
you of your lifelong obsessive-compulsive
disorder.

Libra (9/23-10/22): A series of wrong turns
combined with a stubborn resistance to ask for
directions will cause you, 12 other men, and a
giant gay-pride-parade float to enter a not-sotolerant part of town.

Economic globalization has greatly expanded opportunities for the
rich to pass their environmental burdens to the poor by exporting
both wastes and polluting factories. In their day-to-day operations,
the allegiance of the world's largest corporations is purely to their
own bottom lines. However, for the purposes of seeking tax breaks,
research subsidies, or governmental representation in negotiations
that bear on their global marketing and investment interests, they
wrap themselves in national flags and call for support from their
"home" governments in the name of global competitiveness.
Citizens United: Perversion of Democracy One Dollar, One Vote!
The Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United v. Federal
Election Commission, the court opened the campaign spending
floodgates. The justices' ruling said political spending is protected
under the First Amendment, meaning corporations could spend
unlimited amounts of money on political activities…Disembodied
corporations were now transformed into real people.

Scorpio (10/23-11/21): While no proverb
currently exists to warn you of the dangers of
next week's events, dozens will soon be hastily
written to prevent others from suffering a
similar fate.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Many believe there
to be no greater shame than profiting from the
misfortunes of others, but they'll soon change
their minds after watching you lose hundreds
of thousands of dollars trying to do so.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Although you know
it's only a matter of setting boundaries and
better managing your time, you will
nonetheless continue to struggle to separate
your work life from your second work life.

Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Years of treasured
recollections dating all the way back to your
childhood will be lost forever when a fourIn his opposing argument, Supreme Court Justice Stevens said: story fall exposes your photographic memory
". . . corporations have no consciences, no beliefs, no feelings, no to daylight.
thoughts, no desires. Corporations help structure and facilitate the Pisces (2/19-3/20): A loud, inconsiderate
activities of human beings, to be sure, and their 'personhood' often group of pickup trucks will roll in 15 minutes
serves as a useful legal fiction. But they are not themselves late and ruin yet another drive-in movie for you
members of “We the People” by whom and for whom our this weekend.
Constitution was established."
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College and High School Bass Fishing Tournaments

As a follow up to my article about the potential for this kind of tournament at Lake
Berryessa, here’s an ad from ESPN. It is this kind of coverage of and interest in bass
tournaments that can be our secret ingredient in stimulating new interest in Lake
Berryessa as a bass fishing destination resort.
Proctor and Gamble, one of the biggest and savviest advertisers in the world just took
up sponsorship of a bass pro for their Old Spice line. P&G does NOT spend a buck on
dead end projects. They are going to get more folks interested in bass tourneys –
potentially stimulating a new constituent base for the Lake Berryessa re-birth!

Onion Headlines

An Engineer Goes To Hell, And Then...
An engineer dies and reports to the pearly gates. St. Peter checks his dossier and
says, "Ah, you're an engineer - you're assigned to hell."

Paul Ryan: ‘The
Comments Donald
Trump Will Make
Over The Next Few
Months Are
Regrettable’

So the engineer reports to the gates of hell and is let in. Pretty soon, the engineer
gets dissatisfied with the level of accommodations and starts designing and
building improvements.
After a while, they 've got air-conditioning and flush toilets, escalators , elevators
and so on ... and the engineer is a pretty popular guy.
One day, God calls Satan on the telephone.
Burned hill near Monticello Dam from Markley Cove (Evan Kilkus)

"So, how's it going down there in hell?" God says.

Lake Berryessa Lake View Home!

"Hey, things are going great We've got air-conditioning and flush toilets and
escalators. There's no telling what our engineer is going to come up with next!"
Satan says.

www.514Neptune.com

Lindal Cedar Home!
Cozy 1,750 sq. ft. home
offering 4 bedrooms,
2.5 baths

"What? You've got an engineer? That's a mistake - he should have never gotten
down there. Send him back immediately !" God says.
"No way! I like having an engineer on the staff - I'm keeping him!" Satan says.
"Send him back up here or I'll sue!" God says. Satan laughs uproariously and
answers:
"Yeah, right. And just where are you going to get a lawyer?"

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Located in a cul-de-sac

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmagloba
lpartners.com

Three car garage with
office!
Plenty of room for a
boat or RV
Wood Stove
Freshly Painted
514 Neptune Court
Enjoy the natural beauty of Lake Berryessa in this two story home with lake
views! Boat, swim, ski, kayak, fish on the lake, then come home to relax on
one of five VIEW decks! Panoramic views in living room and master suite too!

Lake Berryessa Two Story Lake View Home!

www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

Spacious kitchen
AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

2 Bdrm, 2 bath +
loft
2 Car attached
garage w/ laundry

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Central AC/heat
Fenced yard
Boat & RV parking
1135 Rimrock Drive (www.RimrockDrive.com)

Live the Lake Life! Within minutes of boat launch, swimming, and
recreation. Fantastic deck views of Lake Berryessa and surrounding
mountains. Close to all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer.

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

$379,000

Two guest rooms
Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access
1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool &
hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

$494,000

Live Aloha at Lake Berryessa!

Living room with
pellet stove

Master suite with
deck, jetted tub,
double vanities

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Spacious updated
kitchen

1149 Rimrock Drive
Special two story home nestled in the eastern hills of Napa County!
Enjoy outdoor living on the rear deck with breathtaking views. Just
minutes away from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer!

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.

Upstairs master suite
w/deck access

www.1015rimrock.com

Deck with
amazing views!
AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

$449,000

Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

View Home at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

Solar system to reduce
carbon footprint!

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!

Living room w/
fireplace

Attached two car
garage
Room to spare
PLUS boat/RV
parking.

$385,000

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Kitchen w/granite
counters
Hardwood floors
Living room
opens onto
spacious deck.
Large deck off
master suite
New foundation,
siding, windows

Two-car attached
garage
Adorable single-level 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with great indoor/ Approx.1,288 sq.
ft., circa 1981
outdoor living spaces with lake views! Just minutes away from
boating, fishing and all that Lake Living has to offer!
$349,000
Great for a 2nd home getaway or full time living!

1015 Rimrock Drive

Study: Average
Person’s Enjoyment
Of Vacation Drops
36% For Each
Additional Family
Member Present
New Domino’s App
Allows Customer To
Track Pizza’s
Movement Through
Digestive System
Ayatollah Khamenei
Addresses Tehran
Prison Mess Hall
During Annual Press
Correspondents’
Dinner
Experts Advise
Against Throwing
Laptop Across Office
Even Though It Will
Feel Incredible
Area Man Passionate
Defender Of What He
Imagines Constitution
To Be
‘Why Can I Never
Seem To Say The
Right Thing?’ Weeps
Trump Into Pillow
God Loses Tip Of
Finger In Black Hole
Accident
Encouraging New
Study Indicates
Majority Of U.S.
Students Can Now
Recognize Math

The Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 3
wants you to know that

Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!
All recreation areas - Markley Cove, Pleasure Cove, Steele
Canyon, Spanish Flat, and Putah Canyon - are open for
launching and will remain open all summer and beyond. The
Capell Public Launch Ramp is closed.
Oak Shores Day Use Area is great for picnics and viewing the
lake and wildlife. After touring around the lake and stopping
at local wineries like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety
of food and drink is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat
Country Store & Deli, and Turtle Rock.
Delve into the fascinating past of the Town of Monticello,
now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting the Berryessa Valley
History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat Village Center. Please use
this web site to contact our members to make use of their
services:

www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/
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Don’t Flush This!
Only You Can Prevent Sewer Clogs
Caused By Flushing Trash Down The Toilet
(Note: Although this story was targeted at Berryessa
Highlands residents, it also applies to the rural residents
of the Berryessa Estates, Circle Oaks, Spanish Flat,
Berryessa Pines, and all private properties that use
septic systems for their sewage. Sewage is the waste
matter carried off by sewer drains and pipes. Sewerage
refers to the physical facilities (e.g., pipes, lift stations,
and treatment and disposal facilities) through which
sewage flows. Too many people, especially children,
think that sink and toilet drains simply carry stuff to a
magic place where it disappears.)
In May 2016, the pump at Lift Station 2 on Steele
Canyon Road near Arroyo Lindo was severely
damaged by a large clog of trash. Expenditures nearing
$50,000 were needed to rent a temporary pump to keep
the wastewater flowing to the treatment plant
preventing a spill and to purchase parts and new
equipment to repair the damage.

process. Helping to prevent sewer overflows and
backups is easy. Just follow the simple tips below!
The FOG problem...Even if you wash FOG down with
hot water and soap, when the water cools the FOG
solidi- fies in your pipes and ours. Pipes clogged by
F.O.G. can cause sewer over- flows in your home and
yard. Overflow clean-up is expensive and unpleasant,
and often paid for by the property owner. Raw sewage
can reach waterways, polluting the water and harming
aquatic life.
F.O.G. problems can increase operating costs for the
District, which can cause higher sewer bills.
What can you do?
1. Never pour F.O.G. down the drain or into toilets.
2. Scrape all fat, grease, & food scraps into the trash can.
3. Put baskets/strainers in sink drains to catch food
scraps, and empty them into the trash.

The content of the clog was mostly disposable wipes,
feminine products, and underwear, and clogs like this
are still occurring several times a week. These clogs are
costly to you, the rate payer, but can be avoided—but
only with help from you. The toilet is not a trash can
- re‐think what you flush!

Here is a list of things to keep OUT of the toilet by
disposing in the trash:

Unneeded medications can be safely disposed at these
Napa locations: Clinic Ole,1141 Pear Tree Lane; Napa
Family Drug, 1805 Old Sonoma Road, Napa; Kaiser
Permanente,1675 Permanente Way, Napa
NO FOG down the drain!
FOG (Fat, Oil, Grease) can cause clogged sewer lines,
leading to overflows that can contaminate our streets
and waterways, and wreak havoc with the treatment

- 6,884 boat screenings, 1,057 boater & day-use surveys
- 2,807 people educated on clean boating practices.
- 345 bilge pads installed to keep oil out of the water.
- 50% of all boaters surveyed installed bilge pads on the spot.
With the high heat and lower water levels, some launch ramps
will end up having to close. The Capell Cove Public Launch
Ramp closed August 8. Although it was predicted that Capell
was going to close by mid-July, it managed to last a couple
more weeks.
Other locations are down to just several launch ramps. When
visiting Lake Berryessa, visitors with boats must plan
accordingly to avoid the rush on weekends, especially during
the hours of 10am-1pm. Spanish Flat, Pleasure Cove and Putah
Canyon, are not as busy and can accommodate more launches.
The busier launch ramps, like Markley Cove and Steele
Canyon, allows us a chance to interact with visitors who have
questions and those who like to receive free boating supplies!

The ONLY things you should ever flush down a
toilet are human waste and toilet paper.

Disposable Wipes of ANY kind (includes baby,
personal and cleaning wipes, etc)
Hair
Clothing
Disposable diapers
Tampons and tampon applicators
Sanitary napkins/pads
Cotton balls and swabs
Condoms
Cat Litter
Facial Tissue
Bandages and bandage wrappings
Unneeded medications - Do NOT dispose in trash.

Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach Program Interns:
Going Strong, All Summer Long
By Scott Navarro
It’s already half way through the summer and it is unbelievable
to think that nearly four months have passed since this amazing
group of interns came together. The Lake Berryessa Boater
Outreach Program (LBBOP) is the front line of defense against
invasive species such as Zebra & Quagga Mussels. We have an
outstanding team filled with positive communication, strong
leadership and a unifying goal of striving to complete our tasks
at the highest standard.
The LBBOP is going strong and will ultimately finish strong.
Our mid-summer stats run through July 24, 2016:

Actual clog removed from pump
*****
Berryessa Highlands Water and Sewer Utilities
Community Meeting
Monday, August 22, 6PM - 7:30PM,
Capell Valley Fire Station
1. Budget Status Report
2. Steele Canyon Sewer Lift Station Failure & Repair
3. Household Income Survey
4. Proposed Near-Term Capital Improvements
5. Drinking Water Quality

My name is Scott Navarro. I am a junior studying at CSU:
Sacramento, and as an Environmental Studies major, I have
found it is important to know that different environmental
problems require knowledge from a variety of disciplines. By
working together with people from different specializations,
we can solve many problems. Invasive species are an
important topic in the environmental classes I have taken and
working with Solano County Water Agency (SCWA) has
really amplified my interest in the invasive species topic. I am
very fortunate that I have the opportunity of a sneak peek on the
inner workings of SCWA. This has been an opportunity of a
lifetime, a highlight of my professional career, and has shown
me a glimpse of the future that I want to pursue.

Reclamation Announces August/
September 2016 Park Events
Meet a Park Ranger at Monticello
Dam! Now through Labor Day:
Saturdays 12 to 3 p.m.
Monticello Dam Overlook Parking
Ever wonder why Lake Berryessa was
created? How much water it holds? What
was here before the lake? Where the water
goes? Get the answers to these questions
and more when you meet a Park Ranger at
the Monticello Dam every Saturday
throughout the summer. Stop by any time
between 12 and 3 p.m. to learn fun facts
about this essential water resource. Please
contact a Park Ranger at 707-966-2111
ext.113 with any questions.
Oak Shores Ranger Programs: Now
through Labor Day: Sundays, 1 p.m.
Oak Shores Day Use Area
Learn something new during a 30-60
minute, Park Ranger-led program. Park
Ranger programs will focus on water
safety August 14, 28, and September 4.
Rangers will introduce park visitors to
Lake Berryessa bats and reptiles during
nature programs on August 7 and 21. All
participants are encouraged to check the
weather, bring water and come prepared
to meet outside in the heat.
Free Fishing Day: Saturday,
September 3, 2016 at 10 a.m. Foxtail
Flat, Oak Shores Day Use Area
During two days of the year, the
California Department of Fish and
Wildlife allows everyone to fish free of
charge. If you ever wanted to learn to fish,
this is the perfect time to borrow a pole
and join a Park Ranger at Oak Shores Day
Use Area for some tips. All fishing
equipment will be provided to
participants during the program. Please
contact a Park Ranger Dylan Dowe at
707-966-2111 ext.113 with any questions
or visit https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
licensing/fishing/free-fishing-days for
more information on Free Fishing Days.
Coastal Clean Up Day: Saturday,
September 17, 2016, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
To volunteer, contact Park Ranger John
Ellis at 707-966-2111 ext. 113
orjellis@usbr.gov
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2 New Fire Station Construction To
Start This Month
The Berryessa Highlands and
Berryessa Estates are scheduled to get
assistance in fire protection that could lead
to cuts in soaring homeowner insurance
bills. Napa County recently awarded a
contract to build identical satellite
volunteer fire stations in the two
communities for a total $1 million.
Construction is scheduled to begin in
September and finish in March.
Both stations will be used by the
existing Capell Valley and Pope Valley
volunteer fire departments. Volunteer
firefighters living in the two communities
will be able to go to the satellite stations
during emergencies to get equipment.
Berryessa Highlands and Berryessa
Estates are rated as “unprotected” for fire
services by the Insurance Services Office
(ISO) because no fire station is located
within five miles. Napa County is trying to
change this situation to lower insurance
rates there.
Residents have seen their insurance
costs rise by as much as 300 percent, if
they can even find insurance.
County plans call for each station to be
a 1,152-square-foot building of preengineered steel with a truck bay, a
restroom, and a storage area.
Berryessa Estates has about 180
homes. The new station will be located at
2386 Stagecoach Canyon Road at the site
a vacant store. It will be used by Pope
Valley volunteer firefighters.
Berryessa Highlands has about 350
homes. The new station will be located at
1251 Steele Canyon Road. It will be used
by Capell Valley volunteer firefighters.
The existing Capell Valley station is

about 5.5 miles from Berryessa
Highlands, just outside of the five-mile
range used by ISO. That means residents
get no credit for it on their insurance bills.
*****
Lake Berryessa Recreation. What Do
You Want? What Will You Get?
With the potential for a major
revitalization of Lake Berryessa if Napa
County does enter into a Managing
Partner Agreement with the Bureau of
Reclamation to run the resort areas, what
could that mean for future recreation
opportunities for visitors?
Although the primary market will always
be people interested in motorized waterbased activities, there is room for
expansion into the potential market of
nature-based recreation which includes
non-motorized land and water activities.
However, demographics have changed so
significantly during the last few decades
that simple family camping, fishing, and
water-skiing experiences are no longer
sufficiently attractive to guarantee a large
number of visitors.
The primary goal for the new resorts will
be
to
provide
memorable,
environmentally-sustainable yet fun,
experiences for their guests. Lake
Berryessa could become the premier
family-friendly adventure destination
within minutes of the Legendary Napa
Valley. Visit Napa Valley and “Add-ADay” at Lake Berryessa. Promote lakebased lodging as an affordable alternative
to Napa Valley lodging with affordable
week-long rates for families. Link with
Visit Napa Valley resort and winery
events to extend their reach to Lake
Berryessa.

Below is a non-exhaustive list of possible
future Lake Berryessa activities. It is in
simple alphabetical order with no specific
priority. Let us know what you would like
to see on this list.
******
Adventure jet boat rides per Lake Tahoe
model
Amphitheater
Arcade
Bass tournaments
Children's entertainment room with
video, Wi-Fi, and board games.
Climbing walls
Corporate meeting events
Dog Parks - on beach, supervised

Kayak to Berryessa Vista – hike to top
with lunch at top with view
Leisurely patio boat trip to the dam
Luxury patio boat nature cruises with
food and wine
Luxury houseboat trips with wine tasting
& dinner per Wine Train model
Luxury patio boat wine tasting tour to
dam with stop on a beach for lunch
Mobile food trucks
Moderately-priced patio boat nature
cruises with food and wine
Music theater, concerts, indoor/outdoor
movie theaters
Outdoor outfitters ferry guests from
Napa for bicycle, hiking, kayak trips

Lake Berryessa Park Rangers Connect with 817 Youth and
Adults in July 2016

September 1 Horoscopes
Aries (3/21-4/19): Keep in mind this
week that anger is fear in disguise,
In July 2016, Lake Berryessa Park Rangers led 439 visitors in
although
why you’d be afraid of the soda
Ranger-guided activities around Lake Berryessa and met with 378
machine
eating your dollar is for you
attendees at the California State Fair and the Solano County Fair
alone to answer.
for a total of 817 individual contacts!
Joining Park Rangers at the Monticello Dam for the Saturday
afternoon “Meet a Park Ranger” program continues to be a popular
activity in spite of July’s hot temperatures. During the gettogethers, participants learned about the history of the Berryessa
Valley and how Lake Berryessa’s water is used today. Many took
the opportunity to obtain the Rangers’ assistance in planning
future visits to the lake.

Paddle boats (for exercise)
Par course on trail
Parasail trips on lake near Big Island
Playground with wading pool
Pools with swim-up bars
Portable stores
Ropes courses
Shuttle service – local rides and food
delivery
Slalom course
Small gyms
Spa facilities
Teen sports area
Tennis courts
Triathlons, Davis swimmers, and other
events
Wakeboard competition
Wakeboard school
Water park/water slide
Kayak adventures at upper Putah Creek - Water ski center
kayak down Putah Creek with stop for Water ski school
lunch on beach
Winery shuttles and limos
Kayak Big Island lagoon with lunch
Zip lines

Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): Your radical new
look will cause heads to turn, as
complete strangers hurry to avoid eye
contact with you.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): As you’ll soon
learn, there are scandals and then there
are Scandals, depending on whether the
word starts a sentence.

Rangers Erica Calvo and Victoria Payan developed a popular
Water Safety Program as part of the Sunday afternoon Ranger
Cancer (6/22-7/22): Years of
programs at the Oak Shores Day Use Area. In July, Park Rangers backbreaking work will finally pay off
instructed 39 participants in recognizing distressed swimmers and
when your sales manager, walking
practiced cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) skills.
hurriedly down the hallway, nods faintly
in your general direction this week.
In addition to the Park Rangers’ regular programs, they had
numerous opportunities to engage the public at the California State
Fair in Sacramento and the Solano County Fair in Vallejo,
California. The Rangers interacted with more than 350 fairgoers,
educating them about outdoor recreation opportunities, sharing
ideas for water conservation, and challenging families to estimate
the amount of water needed to grow their favorite foods.

Dog Parks - on land, enclosed
Exercise bikes in locations with
beautiful views
Fireworks
Floating freshwater swimming pools
Floating toys: trampolines, swim
platforms
Fresh water pool – kid’s Splash Zone
Frisbee golf
Golf driving range
Good universal Wi-Fi and cell phone
service
Hand ball courts
Hiking trails
Ice cream parlor
Indoor activity center
Interpretive center facilities, activities
Jet ski races
Jet ski safety training course with by jet
ski race course based on go kart model
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Lake Berryessa Park Rangers will continue to present programs at
Monticello Dam and Oak Shores Day Use Area on weekends
throughout the summer. Upcoming topics at Oak Shores will
include introductions to bats and birds as well as Water Safety and
CPR.

Leo (7/23-8/22): Like a moth to a flame,
you too will be strongly attracted to a
giant flame today.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): The fifth coming of
Jesus Christ this week will reveal that
you haven’t been paying as much
attention as you’d thought.
Libra (9/23-10/22): Your body will soon
go through a series of new and exciting
changes, thanks in large part to the
amazing reconstructive work of Dr.
Howard Rosenthall.

Coastal Clean Up Day
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): You’ll have a
Saturday, September 17, 2016, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Putah Creek Bridge, Steele Canyon Recreation Area, and the hard time controlling yourself this week,
but then that’s what the serene-looking
Markley Turnouts.
men in lab coats are here for.
Join Reclamation, Solano Resource Conservation District and
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): While
partners for this annual lake and shoreline cleanup event.
teaching
the lowland gorilla how to
Volunteers will clean the shoreline of Lake Berryessa as part of the
communicate
is entirely possible, getting
state-wide event. Free lunch and beverages will be provided to
the self-obsessed primate to shut the hell
volunteers.
up is a whole other story.
Volunteers are encouraged to bring their own work gloves, as there
may be limited availability. In order to limit the environmental Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Despite several
footprint of this event, please also plan to bring a reusable bag, of face-to-face meetings, and a series of
concessions on your parts, the ants still
bucket, and water bottle if possible.
will refuse to recognize your truce.
To volunteer, contact Park Ranger John Ellis at 707-966-2111 ext.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): After years of
113 orjellis@usbr.gov. You can also search for our volunteer
keeping the secret to yourself, you will
announcement under Lake Berryessa at www.volunteer.gov.
finally break your silence this week on
*****
that one thing nobody really cares about.
"Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over
Pisces (2/19-3/20): You establish a
the world, I can't help but cry. I mean I'd love to be skinny like that,
destructive
pattern of behavior this week
but not with all those flies and death and stuff," -- Mariah Carey
when you discover how much fun it is to
"We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How much clean air do we
destroy things.
need?" -- Lee Iacocca

The Lake Berryessa News

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
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The Lake Berryessa Bowl
The Lake Berryessa Bowl was an outdoor music venue just below Turtle
Rock. During the summer months in 1968 and later many local and national
groups appeared there.The Grand Opening was on May 30, 1968. First 50
girls got in free! Hit records given away! Price $2.50. Hours 9 PM-1 AM.
The few neighbors must have loved it. May have been good for Turtle Rock
too. Sly and the Family Stone, Sons of Champlin, Roger Collins, and Fever
Tree. Alice Cooper and Santana were also there in1968.

Live Aloha at Lake Berryessa!
www.1015rimrock.com

Kitchen w/granite
counters
Hardwood floors
Living room
opens onto
spacious deck.
Large deck off
master suite
New foundation,
siding, windows

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Two-car attached
garage
Adorable single-level 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with great indoor/ Approx.1,288 sq.
ft., circa 1981
outdoor living spaces with lake views! Just minutes away from
boating, fishing and all that Lake Living has to offer!
$349,000
Great for a 2nd home getaway or full time living!

1015 Rimrock Drive

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!
www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.
Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal

Upstairs master suite
w/deck access
Two guest rooms
Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access
1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool
& hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

$484,000

Lake Berryessa Lake View Home!
www.514Neptune.com

Lindal Cedar Home!
Cozy 1,750 sq. ft. home
offering 4 bedrooms,
2.5 baths

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Located in a cul-de-sac

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Three car garage with
office!
Plenty of room for a
boat or RV
Wood Stove
Freshly Painted
Solar system to reduce
514 Neptune Court
carbon footprint!
Enjoy the natural beauty of Lake Berryessa in this two story home with lake
views! Boat, swim, ski, kayak, fish on the lake, then come home to relax on
one of five VIEW decks! Panoramic views in living room and master suite too!

$444,000

View Home at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

Living room with
pellet stove
Deck with
amazing views!

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Master suite with
deck, jetted tub,
double vanities

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Spacious updated
kitchen

1149 Rimrock Drive
Special two story home nestled in the eastern hills of Napa County!
Enjoy outdoor living on the rear deck with breathtaking views. Just
minutes away from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer!

Attached two car
garage
Room to spare
PLUS boat/RV
parking.

$379,000

Berryessa Highlands Facing Expensive
Water and Sewer Infrastructure Upgrades - Again!
by Evan Kilkus
Napa County staff invited residents of the Berryessa Highlands to a community
meeting last week to discuss their 50 year old fresh water and sewer system - and
its need for $5 million in infrastructure improvements plus several million more
to replace miles of leaking water mains. This is being discussed just after the
neighborhood completed a state mandated $8 million waste water treatment and
pond upgrade, costing every parcel owner just under $20,000.
“Our mission isn’t really over”, stated Chris Silke, Engineering Manager for Napa
Berryessa Resort Improvement District (NBRID). The needed capital
improvements “should be looked at in the next 3-10 years.” Projects discussed
include replacing broken and leaking pipes under the roads, upgrades to the water
supply intake in Lake Berryessa, water storage tank, sewer lift stations, and other
parts to the system.
Berryessa Highlands home and parcel owners are the owners of the NBRID, so all
operating and infrastructure costs fall on them. However, grants and low interest
loans are available under certain circumstances. According to Kim Strong with the
Rural Community Assistance Corp (RCAC), the amount of funding help available
“varies depending on the programs…Berryessa Estates, for example, will have
accumulated $10.3 million in grant money” to help with their recent system
upgrades. In order for the Highlands neighborhood to qualify, RCAC needs to
collect Household Income Surveys from 57% of the households. As of last week,
they had 70, and need 100 more. Residents can find the survey on http://
www.lakeberryessanews.com/
The Berryessa Highlands neighborhood, located at the southern end of the lake
near Steele Canyon Recreation Area, includes just under 350 homes on 586 total
parcels. Currently the minimum water/sewer bill for residents is $150/month,
making talk of higher rates and more assessments a sour subject for residents.
“They can only make us pay so much,” stated one resident. “After the last $20,000
assessment we just can’t accept more.”
Being proposed as a partial solution is a potential rate increase of approximately
$20 per month, bringing the monthly bill to $170. When, or at this point if, Steele
Canyon Recreation Area ever turns into a small resort with cabin rentals and a
restaurant, they would be required to become a customer, contributing substantial
new revenue to help cover the NBRID operating expenses.
Napa County Supervisors Dianne Dillon and Keith Caldwell were in attendance
to commit to doing everything the County can to get financial help. They agreed
that this is an unfortunate expense. They also informed residents that water rates
are going up across Napa County and California, some worse than the Highlands.
There was no real positive outcome at the end of the meeting, just a consensus of
accepted frustration. Future rate increases will go through the Napa County Board
of Supervisors, so any further public discussion will take place there.

Seven Blunders of the World That Lead To Violence
Wealth without work
Pleasure without conscience
Knowledge without character
Commerce without morality
Science without humanity
Worship without sacrifice
Politics without principle
Mahatma Ghandi

Onion Headlines
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wants you to know that
Report: More
Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!
American FifthGraders Taking Gap All recreation areas - Markley Cove, Pleasure Cove, Steele
Year To Unwind
Canyon, Spanish Flat, and Putah Canyon - are open for
Before Middle School launching and will remain open all summer and beyond. The
Capell Public Launch Ramp is closed.
Media Intern Looking
Forward To Moving Oak Shores Day Use Area is great for picnics and viewing the
Up At Company That lake and wildlife. After touring around the lake and stopping
at local wineries like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety
Won’t Exist In 8
of food and drink is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat
Months
Country Store & Deli, and Turtle Rock.
Johnson & Johnson
Delve into the fascinating past of the Town of Monticello,
Introduces 'Nothing
now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting the Berryessa Valley
But Tears' Shampoo
History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat Village Center. Please use
To Toughen Up
this web site to contact our members to make use of their
Newborns
services:
Word ‘Millennials’
www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/
Forced Into Headline
To Boost Pageviews
Friend Who Sent Link
To 8-Minute
YouTube Video Must
Be Delusional
We Raise All Our
Beef Humanely On
Open Pasture And
Then We Hang Them
Upside Down And
Slash Their Throats
Pop Culture Expert
Surprisingly Not
Ashamed of Self
Santorum Nostalgic
For Time When His
Beliefs Were
Outlandish Enough
To Make Headlines
Kitten Thinks Of
Nothing But Murder
All Day
CIA Realizes It's
Been Using Black
Highlighters All
These Years
Archaeological Dig
Uncovers Ancient
Race Of Skeleton
People

4

The Capell Community Center Conundrum

The Board’s Dilemma

The long-term value of the common good for a
community or the short-term value of quickly-spent
money for the school district

The Board has a fiduciary responsibility, a legal
obligation, to the Napa County voters to spend its funds
wisely for the good of the students of the district under
circumstances which require total trust, good faith and
honesty. But the District, not being a for-profit business,
also has a social responsibility to its constituents to
support the larger social goals of the Napa County
community.

The definition of conundrum is a situation where there is
no clear right answer; a paradoxical or difficult problem;
a dilemma. It’s not easy to solve a conundrum or it
wouldn’t be called a conundrum. Similarly, summarizing
the issues is not a simple task. Here are the basics.

The District closed the Capell Valley and Wooden Valley
The District’s (NVUSD) objectives are stated as follows Schools several years ago because, in their financial
in the Request for Proposal for the sale of the property: estimation, there were not enough local students to
1. Sell or lease the Property in order to generate funds that support the District’s costs in maintaining the schools. At
can be used within legal parameters to improve Napa that time the Capell School enrollment had declined to
Valley Unified School District schools and for the benefit only about 50 students. This decline was partially due to
the closing of Steele Park Resort by the Bureau of
of its students;
Reclamation and Reclamation’s subsequent disastrous
2. Determine that the contemplated use for the property is
attempt to find a competent recreation companies to
supportive of the District’s goal of enhancing its longmanage the resorts.
term fiscal sustainability and relationship with
For decades Lake Berryessa region residents have felt
community members;
ignored by County government. This is more likely due to
3. Obtain assurance that the buyer or tenant of the site has
lack of influence and visibility than any willful
the financial capacity and proven experience to bring the
conspiracy. There are simply not enough votes out here to
proposed project (as defined in the buyer’s proposal
make a difference in any County-wide election. But in this
response) to consummation as efficiently and as prudently
particular case, the situation should favor our community.
possible, and finally;
The School Board has been very receptive to the Capell
4. Confirm that the buyer or tenant of the site is supportive
Community Project proposal. The Napa County Regional
of the District’s intent to mitigate impacts on surrounding
Park and Open Space District supports it (although they
neighbors, and has a demonstrated history of working
definitely don’t want to manage it).
collaboratively with neighborhood leaders, community
members, local jurisdictions and school district staff in Local community members have been overwhelmingly
supportive of the concept. However, they will need to step
which they have consummated projects in the past.
up in large numbers to actually do much of the work in
This Request for Proposals (“RFP”) encourages
running it to make it a success during the first two years of
proposals that will achieve the above noted objectives of
operation - or it could again be put of for sale.
the Seller while also maintaining community support for
There is a second cash bid for the property by Pridmore
the project.
Brothers Construction, whose commercial property is
For purposes of developing this RFP, it is contemplated
adjacent to the old school grounds. The school was built
that agricultural or commercial use may be the primary
on property originally transferred to the school district by
use proposed for the site in order to meet the objectives as
the Pridmore family.
defined herein.
There is some concern among adjacent neighbors that
Should you elect to submit an “offer”, please review the public usage of the property would need reasonable
District’s key objectives and provide additional security. The fact that the Napa County Sheriff’s
information that is of particular interest to the District and Department is interested in using it as a physical
thus should be specifically addressed, which are the substation should help alleviate some of those concerns.
following:
In an eloquent presentation to the NVUSD Board, Pastor
The fiduciary responsibility of the Board is to utilize Bob Lee made some telling points below about the value
District resources to best support the mission of education of a community center to the local community. His
in Napa Valley. As such, the Board is interested in offers comments to the Board are printed below.
which reflect the highest market value for the property.
*****
The Board encourages proposals that will achieve the We are here to address you on your difficult decision in
previously stated objectives of the Seller while also choosing between our effort and the other offer you have
maintaining community support for the project.
for the Capell property.

We are asking you to choose our offer to initially lease and
within 2 years purchase the property. We know that
monetarily we are not offering much, but in regards to
community wellness we are offering much more than
dollars will ever bring.
It was 6 years ago shortly after the school closed that we
began this effort. We met with District staff, planned and
dreamed, came up with an agreement, became
Incorporated and a Non Profit so we could obtain the
property as a community center. We wanted to offer to our
community a meeting and event location, as well as a
recreation opportunity nowhere else available in the Lake
Berryessa area.
A Sheriff’s substation increasing security, organized
sports keeping our kids (and adults) busy, a community
garden feeding the elderly and low income were all in the
offering. We spent time at the school doing general up
keep, reported and fixed water leaks looking after things
as the property sat.
All as part of being a concerned community.
We are asking you, the School Board, to help us do
something for the community that another home, business
or simply vacant lot cannot do. Help us build not only a
community center and park but also a hub for social
services which are sorely lacking.
We could immediately move and enlarge our weekly food
bank, which may lose its current space. It serves 75-80 low
income people a week.
We could run our Napa County Yearly Holiday Christmas
food and gift assistance program from the Capell
Community Center.
The Sheriff would still like to have a substation at the
location. AMR ambulance could base there when needed.
Recently Catholic Charities sat in the church parking lot
over a several week period offering information and
signups for a variety of programs helping the
disadvantaged in our community.
There is a strong need for a community center and park to
support these and other needed services.
Just two weeks ago I noticed 8 – 10 teens and young adults
jumping the fence to enter the school grounds. I contacted
them and asked them to leave. They all lamented that there
was nowhere else to go which offered what the unused
school playground and playing field offered.
A new mother with a 7 year old the other day asked if there
were any parks or places her son could play.
I told her of our project. She thought it was a great idea.
We are asking you to do something different with this
property. Give us a chance to improve not only our
community but the greater Napa County Area. A “yes” to
our offer will make a difference for generations to come.

Lake Level Status: 8/30/16
The lake level is now at 401.1 feet - 38.9 feet
below Glory Hole.
At the present level, Lake Berryessa holds
893,074 acre-feet of water - 55.8% of its
1,600,000 A-F capacity.
The lake level at this time last year was
399.43 feet, 1.67 feet lower than today.
The Capell Public Launch Ramp is closed
until next year.
All recreation areas - Markley Cove,
Pleasure Cove, Steele Canyon, Spanish
Flat, and Putah Canyon - are open for
launching and will remain open all summer
and beyond.
*****
Fishing With Sid
This past weekend was a highlight for me.
It seemed like every bass I landed was
bigger then the one before. I limited out and
my five largest fish weighed in at a total of
just under forty pounds - yes, I said 40
pounds. I couldn't believe it myself but it
was great!!!! Bob got two eight pounders.
The next day the fish were not as large, but
at 16.5 pounds still a good catch. The color
of the lure that worked best for me was
chartreuse. My son and daughter-in-law
fished the same areas with success as well
landing limits of bass weighing between 3
to 5 pounds. I'm hoping I'll have some good
size hits this holiday weekend too.
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harassed in one's activities by stupid individuals who other endeavors, and, up to a point, one may actually do
appear
unexpectedly in the most inconvenient places and so. But because of the erratic behavior of the stupid, one
We often hear commentators or guests on talk shows say
the
most
improbable moments.
cannot foresee all the stupid's actions and reactions and
things like “American voters are not stupid”, or “the (pick
before long one will be pulverized by the unpredictable
an interest group) are not stupid”. However, evidence
THE SECOND BASIC LAW
suggests that there are a lot of stupid people spread I firmly believe stupidity is an indiscriminate privilege of moves of the stupid partner.
throughout the general population, and they seem to have all human groups and is uniformly distributed according This is clearly summarized in the Fourth Basic Law which
become especially visible during this election.
to a constant proportion. One is stupid in the same way states that:
Reflections on the Bizarre 2016 Election

The following article, although obviously written as
satire in 1987, seems to be particularly relevant in 2016.
Satire is defined as the use of humor, irony, exaggeration,
or ridicule to expose and criticize people's stupidity or
vices, particularly in the context of contemporary politics
and other topical issues.
We’ve often heard the aphorism that “You can’t fix
stupid”. Studies confirm the statement basically because
stupid people are too stupid to know they are stupid. This
is known in psychological research as the Dunning–
Kruger effect in which low-ability individuals suffer
from illusory superiority, mistakenly self-assessing their
ability as much higher than it really is.
Their research also suggests corollaries: high-ability
individuals may underestimate their relative competence
and may erroneously assume that tasks which are easy for
them are also easy for others.

one is red-haired; one belongs to the stupid set as one
Non-stupid people always underestimate the
belongs to a blood group. A stupid person is born stupid damaging power of stupid individuals. In particular
by an act of Providence. This fact is scientifically non-stupid people constantly forget that at all times
expressed by the Second Basic Law with states that:
and places and under any circumstances to deal
and/or
associate with stupid people always turns out
The probability that a person be stupid is
to be costly mistake.
independent of any other characteristic of that
person.
The evidence that education has nothing to do with the
probability of being stupid was provided by experiments
carried on in a large number of universities in five major
groups, namely the blue-collar workers, the white collar
employees, the students, the administrators and the
professors.

A stupid creature will harass you for no reason, for no
advantage, without any plan or scheme and at the most
improbable times and places. You have no rational way of
telling if and when and how and why the stupid creature
attacks. When confronted with a stupid individual you are
completely at his mercy.

Because the stupid person's actions do not conform to the
rules of rationality, it follows that one is generally caught
by surprise by the attack, and even when one becomes
aware of the attack, one cannot organize a rational defense
One may hope to outmaneuver the stupid, in politics or because the attack itself lacks any rational structure.
Such maneuver cannot but have disastrous effects
because : a) it is based on a complete misunderstanding of
the essential nature of stupidity and; b) it gives the stupid
person added scope for the exercise of his gifts.

If anyone is interested in becoming a Volunteer for Capell Valley
Fire Department, please feel free to contact Sandy at
capellvalleyfiredepartment@gmail.com or come down to their
training nights on the 3rd & 4th Tuesdays of the month, 7 PM -11
PM at the Capell Valley Fire Station at1193 Capell Valley Road.

Adjectives, writes the author, professional stickler Mark Forsyth,
“absolutely have to be in this order: opinion-size-age-shapecolour-origin-material-purpose Noun.

A stupid person is a person who caused losses to
another person or to a group of persons while
himself deriving no gain and even possibly
incurring losses.

One is tempted to believe that a stupid person will only do
harm to himself, but this is confusing stupidity with
helplessness. On occasion one is tempted to associate
oneself with a stupid individuals in order to use them for
one's own schemes - as in contemporary politics.

There will NOT be a ground breaking ceremony, but the plan is to
have a Grand Opening Ceremony upon completion. She will post
updates as she receives them. Everyone is very excited for the start
of this long awaited project.

That quote comes from a book called The Elements of Eloquence:
How to Turn the Perfect English Phrase.

THE THIRD (AND GOLDEN) BASIC LAW

THE FOURTH BASIC LAW

Volunteer Fire Chief Sandy Storck gave an update on the new
volunteer fire station to be built in the Berryessa Highlands. The
earthwork contractor will be starting at the Highlands site on
September 19th.

“Things native English speakers know
but don’t know we know.”

THE FIFTH BASIC LAW
This inherent dichotomy in personal self-awareness
A stupid person is the most dangerous
makes communication, especially in political discourse
which requires complex reasoning, difficult at best, and When confronted for the first time with the Third Basic
type of person.
impossible, due to emotional biases, unreasoned anger, Law, rational people instinctively react with feelings of
skepticism and incredulity. The fact is that reasonable In a society which performs poorly, the stupid members
and self-pity, at worst.
people have difficulty in conceiving and understanding of the society are allowed by the other members to
*****
become more active and take more actions, and there is a
unreasonable behavior.
The Basic Laws of Human Stupidity
change in the composition of the non-stupid section with
by Carlo M. Cipolla, Prof. of Economics, UC Berkeley Our daily life is mostly made of cases in which we lose a relative decline of non-stupid populations.
money and/or time and/or energy and/or appetite,
THE FIRST BASIC LAW
cheerfulness and good health because of the improbable Such negative shift in the numbers of the non-stupid
Always and inevitably everyone underestimates the action of some preposterous creature who has nothing to population inevitably strengthens the destructive power
gain and indeed gains nothing from causing us of the stupid fraction and makes decline a certainty. And
number of stupid people in circulation.
the country goes to Hell.
At first, the statement sounds trivial, vague and horribly embarrassment, difficulties or harm. Nobody knows,
THE POWER OF STUPIDITY
ungenerous. No matter how high are one's estimates of understands or can possibly explain why that
human stupidity, one is repeatedly and recurrently preposterous creature does what he does. In fact there is Essentially stupid people are dangerous and damaging
startled by the fact that: a) people whom one had once no explanation - or better, there is only one explanation: because reasonable people find it difficult to imagine and
understand unreasonable behavior.
judged rational and intelligent turn out to be unashamedly the person in question is stupid.
stupid; b) day after day, with unceasing monotony, one is

Berryessa Highlands Fire Station Construction Update

So you can have a lovely little old rectangular green French silver
whittling knife. But if you mess with that order in the slightest
you’ll sound like a maniac. Try it.
It’s an odd thing that every English speaker uses that list, but
almost none of us could write it out. And as size comes before
color, “green great dragons” can’t exist. And "big bad wolf" is
right and "bad big wolf" isn't? Make up some of your own for fun.
Solve Your Drought Needs with Napa’s California Native
Plant Society Sale Oct. 15 & 16
Fall Native Plant Society sale at Skyline Park from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, October 15th & 16th. Skyline Park
is located at 2201 Imola Ave, Napa, CA 94559. For information,
visit www.napavaleycnps.org. Admission is free.
Fall is the ideal time to plant California Natives. Over 1,000 hardto-find native plants will be available for sale at Skyline Park
Social Hall, ready for fall planting in your garden. Experts will be
on hand to answer your questions.
A special presentation on Saturday, October 15 at 11:30 am on
landscape design basics and using native plants in your garden.
Cathy Baskin, certified Landscape Designer, specializes in
designing and installing gardens of native drought tolerant plants.
The adjacent Martha Walker Garden will be open to see many of
these plants identified in a landscape setting. The rich diversity of
California’s native ground covers, grasses, shrubs, vines, and
trees will satisfy every gardener’s needs.
All proceeds benefit the maintenance, improvement, and
educational programs of the Martha Walker California Native
Habitat Garden in Skyline Park, maintained by the Napa Chapter,
California Native Plant Society (CNPS).

September 15 Horoscopes
Aries (3/21-4/19): You’re not the type of
guy who gets all mushy, that will change
when they leave you out in the sun.
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Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): You bring out the
very best in those around you. This week,
those around you will include four
firefighters, a team of baffled paramedics,
and several circus chimps.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): You still have no
idea what makes most women tick, despite
having asked literally hundreds of
certified watchmakers.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): For the millionth
time, telling the truth doesn’t technically
qualify as a speech impediment.
Leo (7/23-8/22): Soccer, when played
with skill and grace, is like poetry in
motion. Which explains all the bored-stiff
people just pretending to follow along.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): You’ve never worked a
day in your life, mainly because you keep
getting the damn graveyard shift.
Libra (9/23-10/22): You’ll be roundly
condemned by members of the Academy
of Country Music when, despite their
specific instructions, you let your babies
grow up to be cowboys.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): You find yourself
unable to comply with simple requests this
week, as you lack the internal resources to
“be cool,” “get down,” or “boogie.”
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): The training
wheels will soon come off your bike, and
both regular wheels, the front and back
brakes, each handlebar, and, finally, you.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Decent people
everywhere will be shocked and appalled
by the treatment you received and the
conditions under which you were held, but
it's not like their jobs are any better.

find
yourself curiously unfulfilled, if not a
little frightened, when you finally learn
the answer to the question of who
Aquarius

(1/20-2/18):

You'll

watches the birdwatchers.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): In retrospect, you
should have paid more attention to the
obvious warning signs, which were of
course placed there by the Department of
Transportation for just that purpose.
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What College Students Don't Know About the World

A survey of college-aged Americans shows they have surprising gaps in their
knowledge of geography, the environment, demographics, U.S. foreign policy, recent
international events, and economics. This dumbing-down of America has been going
on for a few generations now. Learning can be hard work.
The recent Council on Foreign Relations survey asked a series of knowledge
questions. The average score was only 55% correct. Just 29% of the respondents
earned a minimal pass of 66% correct or better. And just over 1% - that’s only 17 out
of the 1,203 students interviewed - earned an A, which was 91% or higher.

Live Aloha at Lake Berryessa!
www.1015rimrock.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

Two-car attached
garage
Adorable single-level 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with great indoor/ Approx.1,288 sq.
outdoor living spaces with lake views! Just minutes away from boating,
ft., circa 1981
fishing and all that Lake Living has to offer!
$339,000
Great for a 2nd home getaway or full time living!

1015 Rimrock Drive

Only 63% realized the Alps were in Europe. Less than 50% could identify Iraq or
Afghanistan on a map. Only 31% could point to Israel on a map. And Facebook was
the number one platform where got their news and information. See the satirical Onion
article about Facebook below. There's a lot of truth there.
What does it actually mean to be a college-educated person in America? And what
does that imply about the knowledge level of the rest of the population? Can people
who know so little be active citizens and informed voters? We’re getting some answers
in this crazy 2016 election.
Horrible Facebook Algorithm Accident Results In Exposure To New Ideas
Assuring users that the company’s entire team of engineers was working hard to make
sure a glitch like this never happens again, Facebook executives confirmed during a
press conference Tuesday that a horrible accident last night involving the website’s
algorithm had resulted in thousands of users being exposed to new concepts.

Lake Berryessa Custom Lake View Home!
www.BerryessaRealEstate.com

Zuckerberg then concluded the press conference by thanking users for their support,
assuring them that a news article confirming their own individual political and
personal biases would be directed to their news feeds with more information on
Facebook’s policy.

1995 Custom Built
3 bedrooms, 2 Full
baths, 2,652 sq. ft.
Upstairs living room
with knotty pine
vaulted ceilings &
wood stove

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal

Upstairs master suite
w/deck access
Two guest rooms
Family room
Formal dining room
w/deck access

“Unfortunately, late Monday evening, a major failure in our news feed program
allowed a significant number of users to come into contact with concepts unfamiliar
to them,” said CEO Mark Zuckerberg, appearing contrite as he emphasized to
reporters that the issue had been resolved and that it was now safe to visit the social
media site again without fear of encountering any opinions, notions, or perspectives
not aligning with one’s existing worldview.
“To those who were forced to read a headline they did not agree with when they visited
Facebook yesterday, we are deeply sorry. It’s an inexcusable failing on our part if your
viewpoints were not reinforced by what you saw onscreen. I want all Facebook users
to know that you’ll never again encounter any ideas on our site that are in any way
novel or ideologically challenging to you—that’s my personal promise.”

Kitchen w/granite
counters
Hardwood floors
Living room opens
onto spacious
deck.
Large deck off
master suite
New foundation,
siding, windows

1040 Blueridge Drive
Extra large kitchen
Enjoy this home year round! A scenic 45 minutes from Napa, this spacious home
has amazing views! Rear yard feature expansive deck with above ground pool
& hot tub. Room for gardens, RV, & boat.

$484,000

Lake Berryessa Lake View Home!
www.514Neptune.com

Lindal Cedar Home!
Cozy 1,750 sq. ft. home
offering 4 bedrooms,
2.5 baths

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Located in a cul-de-sac

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Three car garage with
office!
Plenty of room for a
boat or RV
Wood Stove
Freshly Painted
Solar system to reduce
514 Neptune Court
carbon footprint!
Enjoy the natural beauty of Lake Berryessa in this two story home with lake
views! Boat, swim, ski, kayak, fish on the lake, then come home to relax on
one of five VIEW decks! Panoramic views in living room and master suite too!

$444,000

View Home at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

Living room with
pellet stove

Master suite with
deck, jetted tub,
double vanities

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com

Spacious updated
kitchen

1149 Rimrock Drive
Special two story home nestled in the eastern hills of Napa County!
Enjoy outdoor living on the rear deck with breathtaking views. Just
minutes away from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer!

Attached two car
garage
Room to spare
PLUS boat/RV
parking.

$379,000
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wants you to know that

Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!
All recreation areas - Markley Cove, Pleasure Cove, Steele
Canyon, Spanish Flat, and Putah Canyon - are open for
launching and will remain open all summer and beyond. The
Capell Public Launch Ramp is closed until next year due to
low water levels.
Oak Shores Day Use Area is great for picnics and viewing the
lake and wildlife. After touring around the lake and stopping
at local wineries like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety
of food and drink is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat
Country Store & Deli, and Turtle Rock.

Smithsonian
For Ritz, no resort meant no steady flow of people coming to her Spanish Flat
Acquires Rare
County Store & Deli to buy sandwiches, drinks, bait and other items. She needed
a resort for her store to succeed along a southwest shore that doesn’t have that many Photograph Where
businesses.
Whole Family Looks
Delve into the fascinating past of the Town of Monticello,
Really Nice
Still, wanting Lake Berryessa to thrive and running a resort successfully are two
now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting the Berryessa Valley
different things. Of course, not being millionaires who could subsidize running a Small Town Throws
History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat Village Center. Please use
resort as a hobby, the partners needed the Spanish Flat venture to at least pay for
Pride Parade For
this web site to contact our members to make use of their
itself. That mission has been accomplished since they are slightly more than Only Gay Resident
services:
breaking even from their personal hard work.
www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/
Man Has Never
Eight years ago, the Bureau of Reclamation demolished the 50-year-old resort, with
Given Single
its marina, store, mobile homes and other features. Still, today’s Spanish Flat has
Definitive Yes To
about 50 campsites with tables and barbecue pits. It has a boat launch. It has coves
Any Invitation He's
of lake water separated by brushy, oak-covered hills. It has a day-use area.
Ever Received
And it has operators willing to give their time and energy. Morton and Rehmke find
Company
themselves there much of the day and late into the night on weekends and stop by
Encourages Women
on weekdays in between doing their other jobs. Ritz does the accounting work.
Who Have Been
When the partners launched their venture in 2015, they hoped the Bureau of Sexually Harassed
Reclamation by now would have found permanent operators for Spanish Flat and To Come Forward
the other resorts. But the latest bid attempt for resort concessionaires failed, and the
With Resignation
agency is looking to Napa County for help as it considers its next move.
Letter
Napa County has yet to decide if it wants to play a role in renovating the Berryessa
recreation scene. Supervisors are to take up the issue again at a future meeting. The
search for a permanent Spanish Flat operator with deep pockets is on hold until this
situation is resolved. All of this means that the partners might find themselves
running Spanish Flat for another two years.
Lake Berryessa has seven resorts along its 165-mile-long shoreline. For eight years,
the Bureau of Reclamation has struggled to renovate six of them, leaving two resorts
closed, three resorts – including Spanish Flat – operating in stripped-down fashion
and two resorts operating at full strength with marinas and stores.
...LOTS OF LAND IN THE EASTERN HILLS OF NAPA VALLEY NEAR LAKE BERRYESSA...

Deck with
amazing views!
AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

Local People Rescue Spanish Flat Resort at Lake Berryessa
Onion Headlines
A professional resort operator had tried to run a stripped-down version of Spanish
USDA Admits Weight
Flat with campsites and a boat launch on an interim basis but decided to pull out.
Loss Not Possible For
Operating Spanish Flat Recreation Area today are long-time local residents Craig
People Who Don’t
Morton, Jerry Rehmke, Marcia Ritz and Mike Medina. The first three are also Board
Like Salmon
Members of the Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce.
NASA Discovers
A major goal of the partners is to staunch the economic bleeding of a west Lake
Distant Planet
Berryessa economy dependent on visitors. By the agency’s estimate, the number of
Located
Outside
visitors coming to the lake has fallen from more than a million annually to about
Funding Capabilities
400,000. Some lake residents say they believe that latter figure is high.

10 + ACRES on Sage Canyon/Hwy 128,
featuring level to rolling terrain with great
views & easy access. 30 minutes to St. Helena.
No improvements & priced to sell. $179,000

38 + ACRES on Pope Canyon Rd. Wildlife,
spectacular views & privacy greet you, good
road access. Terrific recreational property or
getaway from it all location. $269,000

13 + ACRES on Hwy 128 about 25 minutes
from Winters or Napa. Rolling land, great
views, building sites, 2,200 sf pole barn & loft.
3,000 gal. rain catchment system. $289,000

293 + ACRES on Steele Canyon Rd. Great
recreational property w/4-wheel drive roads.
Spectacular views, abundant wildlife, year
around spring. Great opportunity. $599,000

Nation Excited To
See Whatever Bile
The Internet Spews
Up Today
Dolphin Spends
Amazing Vacation
Swimming With
Stockbroker
Dubai Completes
Construction On
World’s First FullScale Replica Of
Dubai
‘There Is Beauty In
Decay,’ Says Head Of
Federal Highway
Administration
While Surveying
Nation’s Crumbling
Roads

Chinook Salmon in Lower Putah Creek
By Ken W. Davis

by a condition of hardened sediment call
“embeddedness” or in its severe form - cementation. As
It’s true, in late 2015 we had more than 800 Chinook I watched from behind an Alder tree, the salmon laid her
salmon spawning in Lower Putah Creek. The third eggs on hardened gravel.
straight year with a significant increase in spawning fish The yellowish-orange eggs immediately rolled
created many questions and several theories for the downstream and were eaten by other fish. The adult
success. A state fisheries biologist stood near the Putah salmon soon withered and died. What a waste. Several
Diversion Dam and asked me, “What changed? Why all years prior they left freshwater as small salmon and
the salmon in the last few years?” I went through the list survived in the Pacific Ocean for three years.
of theories for him.
Unfortunately, they returned and attempted to spawn in
Some say that that Delta is full of stray salmon that don’t creek conditions that were unacceptable. That broken
know which river is home. Large numbers of fingerlings cycle had to change.
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were released in the Delta and Putah Creek looked
interesting to them when they return as adults. Up the
river they swam.
I tend to discount that idea because stray salmon have
been in the Sacramento River systems for years and prior
to 2013, we had very few salmon visit the Winters area.
Don’t misunderstand me, if stray salmon visit Winters,
they are welcome.
The second idea credits the Putah Creek Accord that
required pulse-flows of water for the increase in salmon.
Okay, I can’t discount that the added water signature
helps signal the fish to enter the creek. That said, we have
had the required pulse-flows since 2000 with no great
increase in salmon until December of 2013.
Then there is my theory - it’s relatively simple:
Restoration. That’s right, if the salmon do not have a place
to spawn, then an increase in water or millions of stray
salmon would make little difference toward a successful
salmon run. I can consider that it’s all three components
with restoration being the final key for success.
The Putah Creek salmon dilemma started for me in
December 2004 when I was conducting New Zealand
mudsnail surveys near Interstate-505. I encountered
several salmon trying to spawn. They were unsuccessful.

Join us for great food, music and entertaining events. For
more information, just Google the “Winters Salmon
Festival,” We are on Facebook and the City of Winters
website.
Regarding my opinions about the Putah Creek salmon, if
we don’t have a great run this year. I guess I’ll have a few
bad days of remorse. If we have a good salmon return you
will be able to see them on guided tours being set up near
the Winters Car Bridge. Just remember, no fishing.

The salmon are protected in all waterways other than the
major river systems. Please join us for the Winters
Salmon Festival and sign up for email notifications that
Soon after that event, the Putah Creek Streamkeeper will alert you when the salmon arrive in Putah Creek.
*****
(Rich Marovich) and the Solano County Water Agency
started constructing a series of W-shaped weirs
Ken Davis is an aquatic biologist and wildlife
(boulders) that were designed to increase water velocity,
photojournalist who has done work at Lake Berryessa. He
get more oxygen in the water, and develop safe harbor for
has significant expertise in designing invasive species
native fish.
survey programs, aquatic invertebrate biology and
Those weirs now attract and provide protection for trout, taxonomy, plankton collection and identification,
other resident fish, adult salmon, and juvenile salmon. Eurasian mussel survey techniques and identification,
Other restoration projects include the very successful New Zealand Mudsnail identification, and intermittent
Winters Putah Creek Park (unfinished), the Dry Creek waterway biology.
realignment, and a scarification project to loosen the
Ken has been a professional photographer for more than
cemented gravel beds.
30 years. He has expertise in photographing sensitive
Since 2013 we have used proprietary equipment to species, endangered species, nesting species, sub-surface
capture the spawning salmon on subsurface video. I have imaging and documentary photography. His images have
documented that hundreds of salmon selected the been published in more than 4000 different periodicals,
restored areas of Putah Creek for spawning.
newsletters, brochures, encyclopedias and websites. He
is
considered to be one of the best aquatic invertebrate
We monitor the areas they select for egg laying and
photographers
in the business.
strategize what we can do to improve their success. This
has proven to me that the salmon seem to know better than Visit his fascinating web site at: www.creekman.com
all the pundits about where they want to spawn.
*****
Many of the citizens of Winters and surrounding regions
Strange Southern Phrases
are excited about the ongoing success of the restoration
That’s about as useful as a trap door on a canoe!
projects and the apparent return of the Chinook Salmon to
He was as mad as a mule chewing on bumblebees!
Putah Creek. To celebrate and share the information, an
He’s about as handy as a back pocket on a shirt.
event has been planned for Saturday November 5th 2016

The loose gravel needed for the female salmon to
successfully lay her eggs was non-existent and / or buried in downtown Winters and nearby Rotary Park.

He is so ugly that my mother had to tie pork chops to

MONTICELLO SKI CLUB
Come Join Us

Annual Ski Passes

For The 2016 Water

$90.00 per person at

Ski Season At Our

Turtle Rock,

World Class Slalom

Markley Cove Resort,

Ski Course in Skier's

Pleasure Cove Marina,

Cove on Beautiful

& Steele Canyon

Lake Berryessa!

Recreation Area

707-681-6865

Monticelloskiclub@msn.com

www.monticelloskiclub.com

Park Rangers Wrap Up A Busy
Summer 2016 Recreation Season
During the month of August through the
Labor Day Weekend, some 300 visitors
participated in Ranger-led activities at
beautiful Lake Berryessa.
Park Rangers hosting the Saturday
afternoon “Meet a Park Ranger” program at
Monticello Dam talked with about 250
people who stopped by to view the dam and
lake from this vantage point along Route
128. Visitors learned about the history of
the Berryessa Valley and Monticello Dam
and how the lake's water is used today.
Pointing out the visible burn area from the
August 2, 2016, “Cold Fire,” the Rangers
reminded visitors to excercise extreme
caution in this high fire danger region.
On August 19, Lake Berryessa Park
Rangers Erica Calvo and Todd Eggert led
11 kayakers on a “Full-Moon Friday”
paddle. Beginning the excursion under a
cloudy sky, the Rangers initially provided
the paddlers with information about the
lake's colorful history and constellation
myths. When the clouds finally parted, the
Rangers discussed the moon's role in bat
migration and food sourcing.
On August 14 and 28, Ranger Calvo
presented two Water Safety Programs as
part of the Sunday afternoon Park Ranger
programs at the Oak Shores Day Use Area.
Over the Labor Day Weekend, things were
busy at the lake:
On Saturday, September 3, 25 hopeful
anglers participated in a Free Fishing Day,
offered by the California Department of
Fish & Wildlife (CDFW). Two Free
Fishing Days are offered by CDFW each
year. On these days, individuals may give
fishing a try without needing to buy a sport
fishing license.
On Sunday, September 4, Ranger Erica
Calvo instructed eight individuals in
layman CPR skills and taught them to
recognize distressed swimmers as part of
the Water Safety Program at Oak Shores.
And on Monday, September 5, Rangers
Aaron Page and Todd Eggert led eight
paddlers in a kayak trip from Oak Shores,
discussing Lake Berryessa's local geology
along the way.
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Strange Southern Phrases
further output allowed. A water level of 309 feet is
considered dead storage elevation. During the severe These are actual expressions, primarily from the
Once again speculation about rainfall at Lake Berryessa drought of 1977 the level decreased to 388 feet - 52 feet Southern United States. Many of these colloquialisms
has begun. We had an El Nino last year and it did nothing below Glory Hole.
are fading away, as they aren’t often continued by
for Lake Berryessa. Will the lake fill this year? Unlikely,
younger generations. But many of older folks have fond
since it would take more than 60 inches of rain for the
memories of hearing many of these funny sayings and
lake to go up 40 feet. But there’s always a chance.
expressions back when they were knee high to a bull
frog.
Lake level rise depends on many variables like the actual

Reclamation Announces Seasonal Recreation Area
October Horoscopes
Closures and Seasonal Changes to Park Hours at Lake Aries (3/21-4/19): The suit jacket and tie
Berryessa
might make you look more professional,
The Bureau of Reclamation, Central California Area Office, but at the end of the day, you’re still not
wearing any pants.
has scheduled a seasonal closure of the north side of Oak
Shores Day Use Area and the two restrooms along the Smittle Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): Try as you might,
Creek Trail at Lake Berryessa beginning Saturday, Oct. 1, you’ll find yourself completely unable to
escape this week’s M.C. Escher Museum
2016, through Saturday, April 1, 2017.

lake level when it rains and how saturated is the ground.
The lake rose 38 feet in 1978, 40 feet in 1993, and 61 feet
in 1995 due to an unusually wet season with two
significant storm periods. But this raises the question
as to what would happen if the lake were already at or
near the Glory Hole level and the rain still kept coming.
Could there be a year when the lake went over the dam?

The south side of Oak Shores will continue to offer restroom
facilities, picnic tables, barbeque grills, water access, and a
kayak/canoe hand launch. This seasonal closure allows
Reclamation to perform necessary maintenance tasks and
provides time for natural resource recovery. All other
Reclamation-operated locations will remain open year-round.

2

2016 Rainy Season:
What Are The Chances?

Well that just dills my pickle!
That’s about as useful as a trap door on a canoe!
I’m finer than frog hair split four ways.
If you don’t stop I’ll knock you in the head and tell
God you died.

He couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket.
The water supply for Lake Berryessa is derived from the
568 square mile drainage basin above the dam. There are
She was so tall if she fell down she would be halfway
four principal creeks that flow into Lake Berryessa:
home.
Capell Creek, Pope Creek, Eticuera Creek, and Putah The latest Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) study was
Creek - the main drainage of the basin. There is no published on August 28, 1984. Experience since then
He was as mad as a mule chewing on bumblebees!
connection to the Sierras so snow is not a factor.
indicates that the study results were conservative. Worst
You’re liyin’ like a no-legged dog!
Lake Berryessa has a storage capacity of 1,600,000 acre- case results show the lake would overtop the dam by
Hell, she could even depress the devil.
feet (AF) at elevation 440 feet (Glory Hole). The average about 7.7 feet to an elevation 463.7' for 51 hours.
annual inflow to the reservoir is 369,000 AF and the Of course, the probability of this happening is only
You could start an argument in an empty house.
annual firm yield is 201,000 AF. An additional release of 0.01% - a 10,000 year flood. Overtopping the dam is not
You look as happy as a dead pig in the sunshine.
22,000 AF is required annually to meet prior expected to affect the safety of the dam.
downstream water rights along Putah Creek. An
He’d gripe with a ham under each arm.
upstream reservation of 33,000 AF was established by The Water Elevation Frequency table, based on an
Each one of his sermons is better than the next!
the State Water Resource Control Board to provide analysis completed in 1986, depicts the water elevation
the
average,
can
be
expected
to
be
reached
or
that,
on
water for future development of the area above
He’s so windy he could blow up an onion sack.
Monticello Dam. Reclamation appropriated 7,500 AF of exceeded for various time periods.
the 33,000 AF to provide for future development around The probability graph below shows that the chance of the He’s so useless if he had a third hand he would need
another pocket to put it in!
the reservoir.
lake rising to overtop the dam is only about .05% - a
The reservoir water level may fluctuate from 455 feet 2,000 year flood of 456 feet + or -5 feet.
She’s resting in peace in the marble orchard.
(lip of dam) to a minimum elevation of 253 feet - no The highest level the lake has ever reached in 58 years
He’s about as handy as a back pocket on a shirt.
was 446.7 feet (6.7 feet
above Glory Hole) in She’s so clumsy she could trip over a cordless phone!
1983. In those same 58
He’s about as useful as a pogo stick in quicksand.
years the level has only
reached Glory Hole itself
Well tie me to a pig and role me in the mud!
24 times.
Well tie me to an anthill and fill my ears with jam!
This data proves that the
The engine’s runnin’ but nobody’s driving.
figures in the above table
are conservative. The If his brains were dynamite, he couldn’t blow his nose
discharge flow capacity
when the lake is at the He’s so dumb, he could throw himself on the ground
and miss.
Glory Hole level of 440
feet is 2,660 cu.ft/sec so
He’s acting crazier than a sprayed roach!
there is a significant
You’ve got champagne taste with a beer pocketbook.
safety valve there too.

So flooding is the least of
our worries. Bring on the
rain!

It’s so dry the trees are bribing the dogs.
He is so ugly that my mother had to tie pork chops to
his ears so the dog would play with him.”
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fire.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): In many ways,
you’re still a child. None of them,
however, will prevent you from being
tried this week as an adult.

Cancer (6/22-7/22): Long, gray beards
have for centuries been linked to wisdom
Seasonal changes to park hours include the following
and shrewdness. Sadly, you get yours
Reclamation-operated areas: Oak Shores Day Use Area, caught in the fax machine far too often
Smittle Creek Day Use Area and Eticuera Day Use Area.
for that to be the case.
Beginning Saturday, October 1, gates will close at 5 p.m. to
Leo (7/23-8/22): When it comes to race
reflect changes in daylight hours.
relations, you’re colorblind. Also when
The Capell Cove Boat Launch Ramp is currently closed due to it comes to sofas, desk chairs, and traffic
drought conditions and receding water levels; the ramp will relights.
open when water levels rise. Boaters are encouraged to use
Virgo (8/23-9/22): Farm animals can
other ramps at Lake Berryessa, including those at the Putah
often sense an earthquake seconds
Canyon Recreation Area, Steele Canyon Recreation Area,
before it hits, which explains why
Pleasure Cove Marina, Spanish Flat Recreation Area and they’re all looking at you with that huge
Markley Cove Resort (see the map at www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/
grin on their face.
berryessa/index.html).
Libra (9/23-10/22): You’ll continue to
Please note that these concession areas charge a fee to use their grow as a human being this week, much
to the relief of all those geneticists.
launch ramps. Please contact the locations to ensure ramps are
still in operation prior to traveling, as some will likely be
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): Every day on
closing soon due to the dropping lake level. For information, Earth is like a beautiful gift from God,
please visit the following websites:
which is thoughtful and all, but you’d
probably prefer something you can
Markley Cove: www.markleycoveresort.com
actually use.
Pleasure Cove Marina and Steele Canyon Recreation Area:
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Juggling three
www.goberryessa.com
young children isn’t easy for any
Spanish Flat Recreation Area- http://
mother, but then, that’s why you start
www.spanishflatcamping.com
with tennis balls and bowling pins first.
Putah Canyon Recreation Area Capricorn (12/22-1/19): Were it
www.royalelkparkmanagement.com
officially sanctioned, judged by an
impartial panel, and taking place
The Dufer Point Visitor Center is open Saturdays and Sundays somewhere other than your kitchen late
from noon to 3 p.m. from Oct. 1, 2016, through April 1, 2017.
at night, you’d pretty much shatter all
For information on activities, directions, pet restrictions, or
existing hot dog eating records.
other questions, please call the Visitor Center at 707-966-2111,
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Your support
ext. 113, or the Lake Berryessa Administration Office at
system is loving, reassuring, and always
707-966-2111.
there for you, but sooner or later its
The Administration Office will continue to be open Monday
bound to run out of donuts.
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; it is located at 5520
Pisces (2/19-3/20): Judging by that
Knoxville Road, Napa, CA 94558. Maps and information are lightheaded, dreamy feeling, this would
available at both the Administration Office and the Visitor Center.
be a good time to stop giving blood.

The Lake Berryessa News

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
Pkilkus@gmail.com

4 Editor's Note: In my research of the
history of Lake Berryessa I came upon this
interesting 45-year old Oakland Tribune
article. It discusses the turmoil of the early
'70s which led to Napa County givng
management of the lake back to the Bureau
of Reclamation in 1975. I'm sure many local
people will remember these times. It appears
the federal government was no more
competent then than it is now.
This was the period which spawned
"The Big Lie" about the lake which was
used again in the 2000s and led to the present
situation. Let's take back our lake and do it
right this time.
County, Lake Businesses Losing
in Lake Berryessa Fuss
Oakland Tribune, November 27, 1971
“Pat Botts has completely stymied the
government,” says Napa County Administrator
Al Haberger, a little helplessly. “Don’t say one
person can’t do anything,” he goes on with
grudging admiration. “She has raised hell. She’s
brought in Nader’s Raiders, Senator Tunney, and
the General Accounting Office. The federal
bureaucracy is incapable of making a decision
because of Pat Botts,” he concludes.
Mrs. Botts is the Lake Berryessa real estate
agent and antique dealer who for a number of
years has been blasting the way Napa County has
been running things at Lake Berryessa, the
popular 25-square mile reservoir which it took
over in 1958 from the Bureau of Reclamation.
So far her efforts have resulted in:
• A moratorium on any further development
by the seven concessionaires at the lake whose
mobile home developments and docks cover
substantial areas of the west and south sides.
• A broadside in Ralph Naders report, “Power
and Land in California,” charging misuse of
government land.
• A report by the National Park Service, issued
last month, recommending that it take over and
operate Berryessa as a National Recreation Area,
which would push Napa County out of the
picture and conceivably wipe out the
concessionaires.
• A bill introduced in Congress by Sen. John
Tunney implementing the Park Service’s
recommendation.
• An audit by the General Accounting Office
which absolves the seven concessionaires of any
profit gouging and reveals, in fact, that only two
of them are making any money.
In a remodeled schoolhouse on Route 121 near
the lake, where she lives with her husband, Mrs.

Botts keeps a metal filing box full of documents
to support her charges. Her concise presentation
is followed by a slide show of conditions at the
various resorts, and she will offer to accompany
any doubters on a guided tour of the lake.
Her answers are quick and she has hundreds of
facts and figures at the ready. Her remarks
sometimes get a bit personal.
She admits to one economic motive for her
campaign. Real estate in the area is hard to sell
when it’s so much cheaper to buy a mobile home
and put it on federal land at the water’s edge.
Mobile home sites and hook-ups go for about
$500 per year. Taxes outside the federal “take
line” runs as high as $18 per hundred.
She would like to see a faster pace of
development on surrounding lands, but she says
the visual pollution on the lake shore and other
ecological considerations also
concern her, including lack of
public access to most of the
7,000
federal
acres
surrounding the lake.
This last point hits the crux
of the argument over what has
happened at Berryessa in the
last 13 years.
At the northern end of the
lake, on a gate which bars
access to the road down the
forbidden east side, there are
two signs. The big one reads,
“Farm Access Road, Do Not
Enter.” Beside it, only inches
away, is a smaller sign:
“Boundary, Lake Berryessa,
U.S. Department of the
Interior,
Bureau
of
Reclamation.” The bureau’s
buffalo seal makes it official.
This is federal land from
which the public has been
barred by a county ordinance.
About 15 people have been arrested for
trespassing on the east side of the lake in the last
12 years.
A strong case can be made for keeping any
kind of permanent development off the east side.
The area is covered with fragile native grasses
and small oaks and the curiously folded ridge
behind it frames the lake beautifully and sets its
character.
Yet the only use allowed on it is grazing by
three private lessees, Herbert Gunn, a member of
the Park Commission, the Procter and Gamble
Company which owns 13,000 adjoining acres,

and Jose DelSante.
Ed Bernard, a Napa County supervisor from
St. Helena, remarks that the Bureau of
Reclamation made some “odd compromises
with the property owners on the east side.”
The park service’s report says, “Appropriate
uses (for the east side) include shoreline fishing
access and grazing (the latter at least until such
time as minor development is warranted or the
pollution from cattle wastes reaches a point at
which it becomes unacceptable.)
Gil Yates, the park director, points out that a
serious fire hazard exists on the east side in the
summer. But he is more concerned about the
problem of policing it. For the 10 years the
county has run things at the lake, the same five
rangers, using four boats, have had responsibility
for the entire area.

Under present financing there is no prospect of
beefing up Yates’ thinly stretched ranger force,
so his concerns are understandable. It’s easier
just to keep people off the east side, which is
probably 60 miles long or more, counting all the
coves and inlets.
It’s a rather uncomfortable place in the
afternoon summer sun anyway, with
temperature often topping 100. In the winter,
however, when fishermen are the main users,
they can’t see why they should be kept off when
cattle aren’t.
Yates is a one-time owner of the Berryessa

Marina, which he sold in 1966. He denies one
published report that suggested he might still
retain an interest in it. He states flatly that he
doesn’t.
On the west side where all the uproar centers,
there is as much complaining about what the
county hasn’t done as there is about the space the
resort owners have taken up.
A 25-mile drive from the dam to the Fill, a
popular fishing area at the north end, won’t bring
you to a picnic table. The only toilets are two
pairs at “Bum’s Beach,” the largest continuous
stretch of public access on the west side.
All the trash cans have been provided by a beer
company, although the county does spot burlap
sacks at intervals on trees and picks them up
periodically with the garbage boat.
Among dozens of fishermen this reporter
spoke with up and down the west side the main
complaints were the lack of access to the choicest
areas and the high cost of getting a boat in the
water. This is what made bank fishermen of
them. There are enough good spots between the
resorts to catch fish.
They complain about everything except the
fishing, which is fabulous. Bass, rainbow trout,
silver salmon, and crappies teem in the lake. If
it’s polluted they’re lapping it up. And they grow
big. None of them believe the lake is polluted,
except perhaps near the docks. “I drink the water
right out of the lake when I’m out in my boat,”
said Merle Lear of Fairfield, a vehicle inspector
for the state.
All but one of the anglers favored the plan for
a National Recreation Area. They came from
throughout the Bay Area and from as far away as
Long Beach.
Boating and launching fees were often
mentioned. It can cost up to $8.50 to get your boat
in the water if you’re a first time visitor. The
county’s annual sticker costs $5 and resorts
usually charge $3 for a launch.
“The only thing that matters to the people up
here is money,” said Bill Vaughn of Fremont,
who had two nice silver salmon on a stringer near
the Berryessa Marina. He said he only went there
in winter.
His companion, Henry Reager of Newark, said
he wasn’t sure if the proposed federal takeover
would help. “I’d like the specifics of what
they’ve got in mind, first.”
H. D. Lalonde of Napa, who had just landed a
four-pound rainbow at The Fill said: “Absolutely
not! If we’re going to turn everything over to
Uncle Sam we’re in trouble.” But like many of
the others he felt there should be public boat

ramps outside the resorts.
The Park Service’s report maintained, and
the complaints bear it out, that the resorts have
not provided enough facilities for day use, such
as picnic areas, and for transient use by
overnight campers. This was all supposed to be
part of the deal, according to the lease
arrangement.
They have given over more and more space to
the lucrative “mobile home” developments and
the county has apparently gone along.
The trouble has been that mobile homes have
tended to become semi-permanent second
homes on plots of federal lakefront, with private
docks. The operators defend the practice:
“Many people take the position that they are
entitled to use the lake in this way (mobile
homes) rather than to camp, so long as their use
is proportionately representative of the total
public use required ot be served by this regional
facility.
“Economic experience with mobile homes
assures certain revenues which help overcome
operating losses inherent in such seasonally
oriented businesses…,” one of their written
statements says.
The biggest part of the difficulty, the
operators and the county maintain, is that the
resorts have been laboring under a 90-day
termination clause in their leases which makes
it impossible to borrow money for
improvements.
If this were removed - and they’ve been
trying to have it stricken for some years - they
would be able to “develop to ultimate
standards” inside their own areas and provide
the kind of facilities the public wants.
This would supposedly mean an increase in
the return to the county from the 3 percent
possessory interest tax which the operators pay
on their gross. The county then would
supposedly have the wherewithal for better
facilities outside the resorts.
Don McFarland, manager of Steele Park
Resort and member of the County Planning
Commission, said that in the spring of 1970 the
owners had expected to get a new contract in
which the 90-day clause would be thrown out,
but it fell through.
Then the Bureau of Reclamation slapped the
moratorium on the area and all bets were off
until the Park Service plan was finished.
Meanwhile the county worked up its own plan,
issued in June, which called for more of the
same with the 90-day clause out.
(Continued on Page 6)
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LOTS of Lots Around Lake Berryessa!

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR

CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
amberp@terrafirmaglobal
partners.com
www.amberpayne.net

Lot 287 Headlands
Lot 66 Steele Canyon
Lot 187 Redrock
Lot 341 Arroyo Grande
Lot 302 Eastridge
Lot 328 Arroyo Grande
Lot 118 Cape Cod Court
Lot 43 Berryessa Dr.
Lot 242 Westridge
Lot 234 Arroyo Grande
Lot 161 Westridge
Lot 6 Steele Canyon
Lot 24 Steele Canyon
Lot 195 Headlands
Lot 139 Westridge
1010 Westridge
Lot 61 Poppy Ln.
Hwy 128, 10+ Acres
Lakeview Estates, 60+ AC

$25,000
$17,500
$19,800
$26,000
$35,000
$35,000
$45,000
$49,000
$50,000
$55,000
$52,000
$70,000
$75,000
$89,900
$100,000
$125,000
$205,000
$225,000
$350,000

Lots in Circle Oaks!
Lot 47 Country Club
Lot 84 Sunnyhill

$13,000
$19,000

SEAL OF APPROVAL
by Peter Kilkus
Chris had just touched bottom at forty feet when the silvery shape slid through his bubble
trail and tapped the back of his wetsuit hood. His whole body jerked in surprise. I knew
he hoped it was only a trick I was playing on him from above. But then he saw the form
flash into a 180 degree turn and shoot straight toward his facemask. And he realized it was
time to play.

The Lake Berryessa News
Your Information Gateway to Lake Berryessa and our Napa Back Roads!

November, 2016
Napa County Lake Berryessa
Management Report

The water off Santa Rosa Island was warm that August day. An unusual thermocline at
twenty-five feet separated water temperatures different by at least fifteen degrees. The
boundary layer scintillated before our eyes. We pierced that temperature barrier several
times during the next half hour since the silver shape, and a companion brown one, really
did want to play. We had teamed up with a couple of friendly seals.

Napa County staff has continued their analysis
of the feasibility of the County entering into a
Managing Partner Agreement with the Bureau
of Reclamation to manage some or all of the
Lake Berryessa Recreation Areas.

Our third and last day of diving off the Santa Barbara Channel Islands started with the
great smells and sounds of morning on the ocean, including the always memorable change
from warm clothes to still-damp wetsuit. We had seen seals on this trip and had played
hide and seek in the kelp with some. But these two wanted to get up close and personal.
The brown one chose me and glided slowly toward where I floated. He looked amused
as I touched him with my outstretched hand. I stroked towards his tail and felt his sleek,
soft outer layer. When I rubbed the other way a stiff bristle-brush resistance stopped my
hand.

Their goal is to have a report ready for
presentation to the Board of Supervisors at their
regular meeting on Tuesday, November 22nd.
The Lake Berryessa News will distribute that
report as soon as it is available.

Rock outcroppings, with many ledges and small canyons, rose around us to the surface
perfect for a game of tag. Our friends would swim off, wait for us to chase them, then dart
into a canyon and disappear around a rock. Once I floated twenty feet above Chris as he
searched for his seal. The seal was swimming right above and behind his head. I could
swear he was giggling - the seal, that is! The seal would sneak up, bite at some wisps of
hair floating from under Chris' hood, and the chase was on again.
My seal and I performed head-on fly-bys and chased each other across the bottom, with
me doing my best to be smooth and seal-like. But I must have looked like a blue, bubbling
epileptic fit to my friend. We twisted, turned, swam upside down, did somersaults. Never
did I envy the easy freedom of motion of a seal more. But never did I have quite as much
three-dimensional weightless fun! We touched each other quite a bit as we rested between
flurries of canyon gliding hide-and-seek. Chris' silver friend was not quite as chummy,
but they played fast and happy the whole time. Enjoying the underwater world with
another warm-blooded air-breather is incredible enough. Sharing it with your own child
is sublime.
Air never lasts long enough, but this dive would have ended too soon no matter how long
it lasted. We'd been watching our gauges jealously, trying to be totally involved in our
experience every second. Time was defined by air pressure, and, too soon, time was up.
We all felt the beginning of a sense of loss as we slowed our play. It was that awkward
moment of not knowing what to say when you realize that something special is over.
Humans tend to over-anthropomorphize other animals. But I felt we were the ones being
seal-omorphized that day - large ungainly creatures, suffering from some unknown
physical disability, swimming hard, sympathetically accepted for our efforts, maybe kind
of cute in our own way.
Chris patted his seal goodbye and headed for the surface. I stood, barely touching bottom,
holding both hands out in front of me. My new friend flicked his tail and glided toward
my face, large dark eyes staring into mine. My hands circled his neck as he slid forward
and pressed his nose to my facemask. Then he wrapped his flippers around my hands I could feel his bones pressing on mine. I don't know how long we floated, weightless,
staring, thinking, feeling. Finally we let go of each other and both headed for home.
Neither of us could look back.

Rural Beautification Through
Code Enforcement
Recent actions proposed by Napa County to
implement a new "Neighborhood Improvement
Program" have caused some consternation in
the Berryessa Highlands.
Property owners recently received a letter from
the Napa Code Enforcement Division which
said:

- Any tent type structures within the front and Berryessa Highlands, people usually take a
side yards.”
“live and let live” attitude - unless a problem
gets out of hand. A complaint was submitted
Everyone understands the problem of health
and County staff are required to take action.
and safety violations or visual nuisances. But
the biggest concern for many residents is the There is no clear solution to this problem. There
item regarding cars, boats, and recreational may be some action that can be taken at the
vehicles. Many residents moved to the County zoning level to allow special permits for
Highlands because of its proximity to Lake recreation vehicle storage. Another possibility
Berryessa. They wanted to enjoy an outdoor life would be for a property owner who owns an
style. Boats, trailers, and recreational vehicles adjacent lot to do a lot merger - turning two
are an integral component of that lifestyle. The quarter acre lots into a single half-acre lot and
basic problem is where to store them when they storing their own boat and/or recreational
are not being used.
vehicle behind a solid fence. But as for now, the
letter to the property owners concludes:
The issue is relatively simple and has three
cases: 1) parking them on the street; 2) parking “The Napa County Code Enforcement Division
them on your home property; and 3) parking will be visiting your neighborhood between
them on a vacant lot you own.
November 1 through November 10, 2016 to
observe and discuss any possible issues that
The first case is regulated by Title 10.08.080-B
may be on your property or your neighbor's
of the County code and enforced by the
property. If you have any questions or concerns
Sheriff’s Department: “No person shall stop,
we hope to meet and discuss them with you at
stand or park any recreational vehicle,
that time. If you have any immediate concerns
including motor homes, mobilehomes,
please call 707-253-4417. Thank you for
recreational travel trailers or campers, upon any
keeping Napa County a clean and safe place to
public street within a residentially zoned area in
live.”
the unincorporated portion of the county for a
period longer than seventy-two hours.”

“The County of Napa Neighborhood Property
Improvement Program has been established to
assist in beautifying your neighborhood and
maintaining home values. Napa County Code
Section 1.20.022 was adopted to address basic Since the Berryessa Highlands is zoned as a
property maintenance issues within the Planned Development District (PD), the second
and third cases are regulated by County zoning
unincorporated areas of the County.
code Chapter 18.48.
This Notification is to inform you of matters
that may or may not apply to your property and These codes allow property owners to park/
store boats, trailers and RVs on their own
is sent to everyone within the neighborhood so
residential property (driveways, side yard, back
that the entire neighborhood can be involved in yard) if they are on an approved surface
making these improvements. The following list (concrete, gravel). However, stored trailers and
of items areare some of the items in 1.20.022 RVs are not allowed to be lived in - just stored.
which not permissible under Napa County
The twist here is that the zoning codes do not
Code:
allow a property owner to store these same types

of vehicles on an empty lot they may own.
Several Highlands property owners have,
- Debris, scrap material, and trash stored in front unknowingly, specifically purchased empty
or side yards.
lots adjacent to or near their primary home for
-Discarded household appliances stored in the the purpose of storing their vehicles.
front or side yards.
Now they will be forced to find another place to
- Weeds and overgrown vegetation.

- Vehicle parts and tires stored in the front or store their vehicles at more than $50 per month
- or sell them. Almost all the storage facilities
side yards.
around the lake are full with waiting lists.
- Cars, boats, and recreational vehicles parked
Napa’s Code Enforcement Officers are
on unpaved areas or empty parcels.
professionals who wish to help residents solve
- Non-operational vehicles and auto parts stored their code violation problems. Some code
on property.
enforcement actions are based on complaints
from other residents. In a rural area like the

25¢
Donation
Lake Berryessa Map - Page 5

6 Lake Berryessa Watershed Partnership
2016 Program Summary
The Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach (LBBO) program
focused on educational outreach and invasive species
prevention at Lake Berryessa, which provides drinking
water for more than 500,000 Solano County residents.
Throughout the season, LBBO interns administered
watercraft screenings for invasive zebra and quagga
mussels and conducted interactive, educational surveys
with boaters and recreational users.
The primary goal of the LBBO program is to prevent the
introduction and spread of invasive zebra and quagga
mussels into Lake Berryessa. Interns accomplished this
by verbally and visually screening incoming boats. They
staffed the busiest boat launches, including Markley
Cove and Steele Canyon, seven days a week to maximize
the scope of the program. By screening more boats, they
were able to educate more boaters about the potential
harm of invasive mussels and how to avoid transporting
these “aquatic hitchhikers” between waterways.

frequently uses Lake Berryessa for recreation is also water source. A total of 81% percent of boaters thought
dependent on Lake Berryessa for drinking water.
that Lake Berryessa is a drinking water source and only
17%
of boaters did not.
The secondary goal of the outreach program was to raise
awareness about clean boating practices. In order to
accomplish this, LBBO interns conducted boater
surveys that tested boaters’ knowledge of California
boating laws, Lake Berryessa’s function as a reservoir,
and helped to educate boaters about clean and safe
boating behavior.

While boater surveys provide an opportunity for interns
to educate boaters, day-user surveys provided an
opportunity for interns to educate the non-boating
community. All day-user surveys were conducted at the
Oak Shores Day Use Area. Most surveyed were from
Solano County, and many others came from Contra
Every boater who completed a survey received either a Costa, Napa, Yolo, and Alameda Counties.
Department of Boating and Waterways “Clean and When conducting the day-user surveys, interns were
Green” boater kit or the newer “My Boat, My Rules” accompanied by “Bilgee,” a life size Bilge Pad who
boater kit. Both boater kits included a tote bag, a bilge serves as the protector of clean waterways and the model
pad with an installation instruction card, a fuel bib which for keeping the lake clean. Throughout the season, 265
allows boaters to fuel their boats without the risk of day-user surveys were completed and 1,751 people were
spilling gasoline in the lake. Each kit also contained educated.
useful information for boaters including a Lake By building upon previous seasons’ accomplishments,
Berryessa map, a California boating laws booklet, and the 2016 Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach Program was
brochures on the invasive zebra and quagga mussels. able to expand its scope, increase team cohesiveness, and
If a boater installed their bilge pad during the survey improve the effectiveness and impact of the program.
process they were given an additional boater premium. Having a larger intern group than in early years of the
Boaters could choose between a water canteen, a Lake program also allowed us to increase the number of days
Berryessa t-shirt, or a ski flag. If boaters completed the of screening coverage. The 2016 interns feel that their
survey but had a fishing boat and could not install the season’s success was built on the hard work and lessons
bilge pad in the boat’s outboard motor, boaters were learned by earlier interns, and are grateful to have been
given a fishing line container that allows fisherman to part of such an important program.
dispose of their used fishing line
rather than discarding it into the
water or shore around Lake
Berryessa.
Of the boats surveyed, 53% were
inboard and 27% were inboard/
outboard boats. This meant that 80%
of boats were capable of installing
bilge pads. Of the boats that were
capable of installing a bilge pad,
50% of boaters installed a bilge pad
during the survey.

Governmentium: A New Addition to Chemistry's Periodic Table

Onion Headlines

Research has led to the discovery of the heaviest element yet known to science. The
Man Wakes From
new element, Governmentium (Gv), has one neutron, 25 assistant neutrons, 88
Coma With Ability
deputy neutrons, and 198 assistant deputy neutrons, giving it an atomic mass of
To Understand Health
312.
Insurance Policy
These 312 particles are held together by forces called morons, which are
surrounded by vast quantities of lepton-like particles called peons. Since
Millions Of Drunk
Governmentium has no electrons, it is inert; however, it can be detected, because
Cubs Fans Rioting In
it impedes every action with which it comes into contact.
Heaven Following
A minute amount of Governmentium can cause a reaction that would normally take
World Series Win
less than a second to take from four days to four years to complete. Governmentium
has a normal half-life of 2-6 years; it does not decay, but instead undergoes a
Cleveland Indians
reorganization in which a portion of the assistant neutrons and deputy neutrons Worried Team Cursed
exchange places.
After Building
Franchise
On Old
In fact, Governmentium's mass will actually increase over time, since each
Native
American
reorganization will cause more morons to become neutrons, forming isodopes.
Stereotype
This characteristic of moron promotion leads some scientists to believe that
Governmentium is formed whenever morons reach a critical concentration.
Nation Puts 2016
This hypothetical quantity is referred to as critical morass. When catalyzed with
Election Into
money, Governmentium becomes Administratium, an element that radiates just as
Perspective By
much energy as Governmentium since it has half as many peons but twice as many
Reminding Itself
morons.
Some Species Of Sea
It tends to concentrate at certain points such as government agencies, large Turtles Get Eaten By
corporations, and universities. Scientists point out that Administratium is known
Birds Just Seconds
to be toxic at any concentration and can easily destroy any productive reaction
After They Hatch
where it is allowed to accumulate.
Library Of Congress
Completes
Destruction Of 70
Million Works
Deemed Culturally
Insignificant

Protecting Lake Berryessa from invasive mussels
requires knowledge of where boaters are coming from
and how many are coming from the same area. Data
showed that 72% of boaters came from Solano, Contra
Costa, Napa, and Yolo counties. The highest percentage
of boaters from one county was about 31.6% from Boaters were also asked if they
Solano County. This means that the population that most thought Lake Berryessa is a drinking

Report: Strongest
Human Relationships
Emerge From
Bashing Friend Who
Couldn't Make It Out

View Home at Lake Berryessa!
www.RimrockDR.com

AMBER PAYNE
REALTOR
CalBre#: 01302244
707-235-1124
888-864-4133 (fax)
www.amberpayne.net
amberp@terrafirmaglobalp
artners.com

Living room with
pellet stove

3 Bdrm/2 Bath

Deck with amazing
views!

1,800 Sq.Ft. On
A Quarter Acre

Master suite with
deck, jetted tub,
double vanities

Beautifully
Landscaped

Spacious updated
kitchen

1149 Rimrock Drive

Attached two car
garage
Room to spare
PLUS boat/RV
parking.

Special two story home nestled in the eastern hills of Napa County! Enjoy
outdoor living on the rear deck with breathtaking views. Just minutes away
from all the FUN that Lake Berryessa has to offer!

$375,000

Living Room
With Fireplace
And Vaulted
Ceilings

... Postcard Pretty in Berryessa Highlands ...

Double Decks
With Lovely
Mountain Views

Granite Counters
In Kitchen
Pristine In & Out
Garage Plus
Shop

REDUCED TO $454,000

Great
Opportunity!

Report: Election Day
Most Americans’
Only Time In 2016
Being In Same Room
With Person
Supporting Other
Candidate
Report: 50% Of
Heaven’s Population
Just A**holes Who
Begged For
Forgiveness At Last
Second

The Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 3
wants you to know that

Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!
All recreation areas - Markley Cove, Pleasure Cove, Steele
Canyon, Spanish Flat, and Putah Canyon - are open for
launching and will remain open all summer and beyond. The
Capell Public Launch Ramp is closed until next year due to
low water levels.
Oak Shores Day Use Area is great for picnics and viewing the
lake and wildlife. After touring around the lake and stopping
at local wineries like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety
of food and drink is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat
Country Store & Deli, and Turtle Rock.
Delve into the fascinating past of the Town of Monticello,
now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting the Berryessa Valley
History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat Village Center. Please use
this web site to contact our members to make use of their
services:
www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/
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Allied Propane Service
Gary Warren
707-678-8500
320 W. A St.
Dixon, CA 95620
garyw@alliedprogas.com

Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 2016 Directory
Chris Lacombe Consulting
Chris Lacombe
925-699-3729
PO Box 9184
clacombe17@msn.com
Cucina Italiana
Stefano Gusberti
707-966-2433, 707-254-5690
4310 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
.

Berryessa Boat Storage
Patrick or Judy Trihey
707-226-7408
1930 Capell Valley Road
Turkey1930@yahoo.com
Berryessa Electronics
& Mechanical Services
Paul Quarneri
707-966-0357
Cell: 775-843-7450
pdq9251@gmail.com
Berryessa Senior Center
Jerry Rehmke or Georgia Craddock
707-966-0206
4380 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.
PO Box 9113
Boodeaux Vintners
Scott Becker
707-258-8687
1965 Capell Valley Road
Burney Trucking
Alan or LeeAnn Burney
707-252-7312
1911 Capell Valley Rd.
burneyranch@hotmai l.com
California Outdoor Properties
Cece Short or Robin Short
707-337-0224
4338 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
guidesvc@inreach.com
Capell Valley Boat & RV Storage
Jean Howell
(707-253-0365 or (707) 321-3402
5080A Hwy 128
jrapvcp@yahoo .com

Dazzling Lites Glass Studio
Glyn Rixon
707-226-2815
5310 Monticello Rd.,
Dazzlinglitesglassstudio.com
Fog Canyon Vineyards
Stuart S. Williams
707-966-5000
1031 Steele Canyon Rd.
willajaws@att.net
Gene's Auto Repair
Tracy Renee
707-642-1900
37 Tennessee St.
Vallejo, CA 94590
GenesAutoRepair@sbcglobal.net
Handmade Store
Donna Del Bondio
Chris Roussopoulos
707-738-6036
4326 Knoxville Rd.
Harvest Sanitation
Tom or Doug Gomez
(707)226-9543
6095 Monticello Rd.
berryessagarbage@aol.com
Interior Expressions •Interior Design
Roxanne Robinson
707-322-1606
roxannesinteriorexpressions@gmail.com

All addresses are Napa, CA 94558 unless otherwise specified.

J. Rehmke Painting
Cell:415-987-3224
602 Noah Ct.
jrehmke@lakeberryessa .net
Lake Berryessa Boat &
Jet Ski Rentals
Marty Rodden
707-966-4204
7521 Hwy 128
lakeberryessaboatsandjetskis.com
Lakeview Boat & RV Storage
Tom Aswad
707-966-2628
7150 Knoxville Rd.
lakeviewboatstorage .com
Lake Berryessa Lions Club
Cheryl Silva
707-246-5028
Larry Finkle
707-966-9114
1300 Steele Canyon Rd.
Nannyjr1@gmail.com
Markley Cove Resort
Linda Frazer
707-966-2134
7521 Highway 128
markleycoveresort.com
Monticello Ski Club
Lonny Lopez
707-681-6865
monticelloskiclub@msn. com
www.monticelloskiclub.com
Morton’s Urban Pest Management
Craig Morton
510-236-7006
PO Box 9226
Craigcmorton@earthlink.net
Mosley Electric
Frank Mosley
(707) 326-6730
mosleyon@aol.com

Napa Valley Vintners
Michelle Novi or Rex Stults
707-968-4206
PO Box 141
St. Helena, CA 94574
rstults@napavintners. com

Spanish Flat Mobile Villa
Rob Wolf
415-788-1334
850 Montgomery St. Suite 101
San Francisco, CA 94133
rwa@robwolfassoc.com

Pamela Custom Fabrications
& Design
Pam Stadnyk
707-966-2322
4312 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.

Susan Sedillo
707-287-2663
106 Clearwater Ct.
ssedillo@gmail.com

Pleasure Cove Marina
Terry Sparkman or Teri Baker
707-966-9600
6100 Highway 128
Tsparkman9516@att.net
Teribaker02@att.net
Pope Valley Repair & Towing
Jeff Parady
707-965-2302
5875 Pope Valley Road
Pope Valley, CA 94567
Pridmore Boat Storage
Gil Pridmore
Cell 707-815-7605
1305 Capell Valley Rd.
pridmoreoffice@gmail.com
Promotional Edge
Michael Spranger
925-362-9913
2007 Hill Meadow Place
Danville, CA 94526
michael@promotionaledge.com
Spanish Flat Boat Storage
Wes Plunk or Debbie Plunkett
707-966-9253
4420 Knoxville Rd.
Spanish Flat Country Store & Deli
Marcia Ritz
707-966-1600
4318 Berryessa Knoxville Rd.
marciaritz@lakeberrvessa.net

The Community Church
of Lake Berryessa
Pastor Bob Lee
707-252-4488 Cell
6008 Steele Canyon Rd.
terribob@lakeberryessa .net
Tuleyome.Org
Carol Kunze
Cell 530-723-8375
carol@tuleyome.org
www.tuleyome.org
Turtle Rock
Pete Leung
707-966-2246
2000 Capell Valley Rd.
turtlerockpete@gmail.com
U.S. Bureau Of Reclamation
5520 Knoxville Road
707-966-2111
Valley Christian Church
Randall Roach
Cell 707-718-0995
1193 Capell Valley Rd.
rbroach95@sbcglobal.com
Valley Internet
707-422-1200
4160 Suisun Valley Rd.#E-352
Suisun, CA 94534

www.valleyinternet.com/

Lake Level Status: 11/8/16
The lake level is now at 399.34 feet 40.66 feet below Glory Hole. It would take
more than 60 inches of rain to fill the lake.
The level has risen 9.1 inches since its low
of 398.58 feet on 10/23/16.
At the present level, Lake Berryessa holds
866,576 acre-feet of water - 54.2% of its
1,600,000 A-F capacity.
The lake level at this time last year was
396.4 feet, 2.94 feet lower than today.
Rainfall total is still 3.4” since 7/1/16. Last
year on this date total rainfall was 2.51"

The Original Gestalt Prayer
by Fritz Perls
I do my thing and you do your thing.
I am not in this world to live up to your
expectations
And you are not in this world to live up
to mine.
You are you and I am I,
And if by chance we find each other,
it's beautiful.
If not, it can't be helped.
*****
The Modified Gestalt Prayer
Bolinas California Version
I do my laundry, and you do yours.
I am not in this world to listen to your
ceaseless yammering,
And you are not in this world for any
discernible reason at all.
You are you, and I am I, and I got the
better deal.
And if by chance we find each other, it
will be unspeakably tedious.
F*ck off.
*****
And for a more mellow approach to
life management.
Tao Te Ching
by Lao Tzu
Accept what is in front of you without
wanting the situation to be other than it
is.
Study the natural order of things and
work
with it rather than against it, for to try
to change what is only sets up
resistance...
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November 8, 2016 Election Results

President
Hillary Clinton: 39,199, 63.87% (61.7% Ca)
Donald J. Trump: 17,411, 28.37% (31.8% Ca)
Gary Johnson: 2,551 4.16% (3.4% Ca)
Jill Stein: 1,262, 2.06%, (1.9% Ca)
Gloria Estela La Riva: 207, 0.34%
Total Votes: 60,630
Us Senator
Kamala D. Harris: 35,925, 66.90% (62.4% Ca)
Loretta L. Sanchez:17,778, 33.10%
Us Representative In Congress, District 5
Mike Thompson: 46,071, 76.46%
Carlos Santamaria: 14,187, 23.54%
California State Senator District 3
Bill Dodd: 38,155, 68.19%
Mariko Yamada: 17,797, 31.81%
Member Of State Assembly District 4

“Post-Truth” Succeeds “Truthiness” as Word of the Year - Isn’t Politics Wonderful!
If you are involved in national or local politics, you know that some people find the truth too confining. Some
of these types of folks were instrumental in creating “The Big Lie” about Lake Berryessa which helped bring
about the present situation out here.
The Oxford Dictionary announced a couple weeks ago that "post-truth" is its 2016 word of the year. The word
is "an adjective defined as 'relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less influential
in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief.' "
The word has been around for a few decades or so, but according to the Oxford Dictionary, there has been
a spike in frequency of usage since Brexit and an even bigger jump since the period before the American
presidential election.
That sounds about right. Feelings, identifications, anxieties and fantasies, that's what actuated the electorate.
Not arguments. Not facts.
In the case of candidate Donald Trump, what's impressive is not that he openly lied. What's impressive is that
the electorate — or rather, a very large minority of the electorate — didn't seem to care or at least refused to
treat the candidate's dishonesty as in anyway disqualifying. That's the “post-truth” bit.
Post-Truth is an evolutionary extension of a previous word of the year - Truthiness. Truthiness is a quality
characterizing a "truth" that a person making an argument or assertion claims to know intuitively "from the
gut" or because it "feels right" without regard to evidence, logic, intellectual examination, or facts. Truthiness
refers to the quality of preferring concepts or facts one wishes to be true, rather than concepts or facts known
to be true.

State

Napa

Proposition 51

Yes

Yes - 50.7%

Proposition 52

Yes

Yes - 68%

Voter approval of changes to the hospital fee program

Proposition 53

No

No - 52%

Projects that cost more than $2 billion

Proposition 54

Yes

Yes - 62%

Conditions under which legislative bills can be passed

Proposition 55

Yes

Yes - 63%

Extension of personal income tax on incomes over $250,000

Proposition 56

Yes

Yes - 66%

Increase the cigarette tax by $2.00 per pack

Proposition 57

Yes

Yes - 69%

Felons convicted of non-violent crimes and juvenile trials

Measure A - Animal Shelter

Proposition 58

Yes

Yes - 77%

Bilingual education in public schools

Yes: 39,862 71.19%

Proposition 59

Yes

Yes - 56%

State on Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission

No: 16,134 28.81%

Proposition 60

No

No - 57%

Require the use of condoms in pornographic films

Measure B - Animal Shelter

Proposition 61

No

No - 52%

Prescription drug price regulations

No: 28,785 52.38%

Proposition 62

No

No - 51%

Repeal the death penalty

Yes: 26,172 47.62%

Proposition 63

Yes

Yes - 63%

Background checks for ammunition purchases

Measure D - St. Helena Sales Tax

Proposition 64

Yes

Yes - 61%

Legalization of marijuana and hemp

Yes: 1,868 69.37%

Proposition 65

No

Yes - 50.6%

No: 825 30.63%

Proposition 66

Yes

No - 51%

Death penalty procedures

Proposition 67

Yes

Yes - 63%

Prohibition on plastic single-use carryout bags

Charlie Schaupp: 21,947, 37.87%
Supervisor, 2nd District
Ryan Gregory: 6,834, 54.45%
Mark Luce: 5,717, 45.55%
Measure Z: Sales Tax - Park And Open Space
Yes : 37,670 64.70%
No: 20,552 35.30%

Community Church will be caroling in the community and
is looking for singers to join us! On Sunday the 18th at 6:00
pm we will meet at the church and carol in the Capell Valley
Mobile Estates mobile park. Come join us for a joyful noise
in our community. Refreshments and fellowship to follow.
Our Christmas Eve Service will be at 6:30 pm. It will include
song, message, candle light singing of carols and fellowship
afterwards. No Services on Christmas Day.
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Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): You can try
dancing around the issue all you want,
but in the end, you still don’t know what
to do with your arms on the dance floor.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): (For Carl) - Your
life will soon be divided into PreAngering-Of-The-Ants and PostAngering-Of-The-Ants eras.
Leo (7/23-8/22): You claim that nobody
understand you, but then, the strange
white men in lab coats are doing the best
they can.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): Advances in science
will soon allow man to travel to the most
distant corners of the universe. Still no
word, however, on it being able to get
you off that couch.

Subject
$9 billion in bonds for education and schools

Grocery and retail carry-out bags

December Horoscopes

Community Church of Lake Berryessa and Valley Christian
Aries (3/21-4/19): Remember: God
Church will be hosting its community Christmas dinner on means something different to everyone,
Monday December 19th. Dinner will be at the R-Ranch with but only you, and those who agree with
you, are right.
doors opening at 5:30 and dinner at 6:30 pm. Come join us
for a casual evening of food and carols.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20): You will give birth
to a beautiful, bouncing baby girl this
Please note all entrants to R-Ranch will need to sign a Hold
week, moments after going into labor
Harmless form at the main gate. A representative will be at
inside that giant inflatable castle.
the gate to accomplish this. No entrance after 6:45 pm.

Scoop Nisker was a longtime fixture on San Francisco radio station KFOG during hippie times. He became
well known for the catchphrase, "If you don't like the news... go out and make some of your own," Today his
catchphrase would probably have to be "If you don't like the news... go out and make “up” some of your own."
Ballot

Cecilia M. Aguiar-Curry: 36,006, 62.13%

Community Church Christmas Events

Libra (9/23-10/22): If someone had told
you 30 years ago that you’d end up an
insurance salesman, you probably would
have laughed. Then again, you would’ve
been 6-months-old at the time.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): More and more,
you’re beginning to suspect your
nickname might be pejorative.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): Fear and
Jealousy will soon tear you apart, which
is rather unfortunate, as Fear and
Jealousy are the two pitbulls that live
next door.

"Bad Santa" Jokes

I wasn't planning on giving
Christmas gifts this year until I
heard about those exploding Samsung
Galaxy phones.
What does Santa bring naughty boys
and girls on Christmas Eve? A pack of
batteries with a note saying "toy not
included".

Capricorn (12/22-1/19): The human
mind is a thing of startling beauty.
Unfortunately yours is mostly filled with
old phone numbers and celebrity trivia.
Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Any hope you
once had of aging with grace and dignity
will be dashed this week as you turn 25.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): Financial reward is
most definitely in your future. Keep
scooping out those “take-a-penny” trays
at the truckstops along I-5.

The Lake Berryessa News

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
Pkilkus@gmail.com
Subscriptions: $36 per year
(Make check payable to Peter Kilkus)
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The Lake Berryessa Senior Center:
A Community Resource for All Since 1984
by Peter Kilkus

Communities evolve because people who care make things happen. Betty
Pedersen is one of those special people. When she and her close friend, Ruth
Stiteri, took walks they would talk about what their Lake Berryessa community
needed. In 1983 they realized that a Senior Center would be an important
resource for many local residents, especially since everything around the lake
closes down in winter, so they decided to start one.
They laid the groundwork in 1983, originally meeting with a talented group of
people at Moskowite Corners, to create the bylaws and structure. Seventy
people showed up for that original meeting! The membership age was set at 55
since they wanted members who were young enough to have energy and who
realized that the Center would be an investment in their own future. The Senior
Center opened in 1984 as has been a cornerstone of the community since then.

Lake Berryessa Watershed Project Funding Program

Onion Headlines

In August 1999, Napa County Flood Protection and Watershed Improvement
Authority and County Public Works Department entered into an Agreement to
disburse the revenue collected by Napa Flood Protection Sales Tax (Measure A) for
approved flood control and watershed improvement projects that would benefit
developed urban regions and rural unincorporated areas of Napa County.

Accidentally
Closing Browser
Window With 23
Tabs Open Presents
Rare Chance At
Napa County is pleased to announce the start of a multi-year Lake Berryessa
New Life

watershed project funding program. The County is soliciting watershed project
applications for funding amounts between $5,000 and $200,000. We anticipate
awarding up to approximately $600,000 in grant agreements for the introductory
round. A Project Solicitation Package (PSP) containing information on the
Measure A Ordinance guidelines, a Round 1 Application Form and is now available
for download at:
http://www.napawatersheds.org/documents/view/8195.
Submittal deadline is Friday, Dec 30th, 2016, 5:00 pm

The Lake Berryessa Senior Center is a key community resource that offers a
broad range of social activities and support services. And this energetic group
of Berryessa residents is redefining the definition of senior, not only because
you only have to be 50 to join, but because of their positive attitude towards
community action. As with any volunteer organization, the more active people
who join the more active things there’ll be to do.

Winning Lottery
Numbers So
Obvious In
Hindsight
Number Of Users
Who Actually
Enjoy Facebook
Down To 4
Dinner Party
Members
Conducting FullScale Investigation
To Determine If Tip
Was Included

You don’t have to be a “senior” to join the organization. Dues are just $20 a year
for those 50 and older. The Senior Center is a self-supporting non-profit
organization. They have regular events such as Thanksgiving and Christmas
dinner, the annual Crab Feed, summer bbqs, and various fundraisers. Bingo is
at 1:00PM until 4:00PM every Monday afternoon.

Parents Wish WeakWilled Daughter
Would Push Back
Against Accordion
Lessons Just A
Little

The Center is available to rent for special occasions. There is a minimal charge
and a cleaning deposit. Call for details: 966-0206, 4380 Spanish Flat Loop Rd.
In the past the Center has hosted weddings, receptions, memorials, and many
community functions such as blood drives, flu shots, Bureau of Reclamation
presentations and community meetings.

Thousands Of Rats
Tumble About
Uncontrollably
Inside Snoopy
Balloon High
Above
Thanksgiving Day
Parade

Maybe there should be a contest to see what new word can be used to replace
“senior” in describing us (since I am a member). At one Board meeting I
mentioned that I just don’t feel like a “senior” and Betty Pedersen, a co-founder
of the Center 32 years ago, jumped right in with “Neither do I!”
Bad Christmas Jokes
What nationality is Santa Claus? North Polish
What do you call a bunch of chess players bragging about their games in a hotel
lobby? Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer
Knock Knock! Whos there? Mary and Abby! Mary and Abby who? Mary
Christmas and Abby New Year.
The awkward moment when you notice that Santa Claus has the same wrapping
paper as your parents.
What do you call a kid who doesn't believe in Santa? A rebel without a Claus.
Two snowmen in a field, one turned to the other and said "I don't know about
you, but I can smell carrots!"

Study: Majority Of
Frontal Lobe
Occupied By
Thoughts Of
Sausage Links
Nation Demands
More Slow-Motion
Footage Of Syrup
Cascading Onto
Pancakes
Scientists Develop
New Extra-Sloppy
Peach

The Lake Berryessa Chamber of Commerce 3
wants you to know that

Beautiful Lake Berryessa is OPEN!
All recreation areas - Markley Cove, Pleasure Cove, Steele
Canyon, Spanish Flat, and Putah Canyon - are open for
launching and will remain open all summer and beyond. The
Capell Public Launch Ramp is closed until next year due to
low water levels.
Oak Shores Day Use Area is great for picnics and viewing the
lake and wildlife. After touring around the lake and stopping
at local wineries like Rustridge and Nichelini, a wide variety
of food and drink is available at Cucina Italiana, Spanish Flat
Country Store & Deli, and Turtle Rock.
Delve into the fascinating past of the Town of Monticello,
now at the bottom of the lake, by visiting the Berryessa Valley
History Exhibit at the Spanish Flat Village Center. Please use
this web site to contact our members to make use of their
services:
www.lakeberryessanews.com/chamber-of-commerce/
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"We didn't just buy a mobile home, we bought the dream
of someplace to bring your children, grandchildren, and
children after that," said Sidney Silberberg who works as
As Napa County moves slowly towards potentially taking
a fishing guide at the lake when he's not helping out at his
over management of the Lake Berryessa recreation areas,
son's video store.
it's interesting to read about what the situation was like 10
"It's a devastation to our family and our family relations.
years ago in 2006.
This is the place that family becomes family because
A long controversial process creating the Visitor Services
everyone is under one roof and you make the ties of a
Plan which resulted in a Record of Decision which kicked
lifetime more comfortably for that day, that weekend, or
out all the mobile homes had just ended. The future was
that three-day weekend," said Silberberg as he recalled
uncertain.
jet-skiing and fishing with his wife, son, daughter-in-law,
A bid process for new concessionaires to run the resorts daughter and friends.
was just beginning. Ten years later the situation is still a The bureau's decision translates not only into an
mess and the future is still uncertain. The following is a emotional but also a significant financial loss for
local report from June 2006 which foreshadows the Silberberg. He said 10 years ago the $25,000 trailer by the
upcoming disaster.
lake was the only summer home his family could afford.
Ten Years Ago at Lake Berryessa
by Peter Kilkus

*****
After five years of public hearings and intense debate, the
Bureau of Reclamation announced Tuesday, June 6, 2006
that 1,300 privately owned trailers at Lake Berryessa have
to go.

owners get first dibs on future long-term sites.
(Editor's Note: 2016 Ironically, not only did the BOR not
allow long-term sites to be included in the bid process,
they threw out the White's bid on a technicality without
even reading it. The BOR then rejected all bids from the
west shore resort owners and chose a single out-of-state
company with little resort management background or
sufficient resources, Pensus, to take over five of the
resorts. That choice turned into a multi-year disaster for
Lake Berryessa from which it has not yet recovered.)
According to the record of decision, "recreation was not a
purpose of the project as originally authorized;
nonetheless public visitation began almost immediately"
after the lake came into being with the completion of
Monticello Dam in 1957. The Bureau of Reclamation, in
conjunction with Napa County, awarded seven
concession contracts in 1958 and 1959 to manage
recreation at the lake for the next 30 years. Resort
contracts have been renewed and slightly altered in
subsequent years.
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for both short term and long term rental. The northern portion of the resort has a large
area "Big Flat" with gentle slopes (less than 15%) most of which is devoted to RV,
Markley Cove Resort, at the south end of Lake Berryessa is the first resort on the way camping and open space. Events in the resort throughout the summer emphasize the
to the lake from Winters, California. It is only a few minutes by boat or car to warm and friendly atmosphere of Rancho Monticello Resort. 707-966-2188
Monticello Dam and offers a convenience store, food service, marina, boat and jet ski (www.ranchomonticelloresort.com)
rentals, boat gasoline, bait, and fishing licenses, among others. 800-242-6287.
Putah Creek Resort is located at the north end of Lake Berryessa. It stretches over
Pleasure Cove Marina offers a variety of overnight tent and RV camping, restaurant, fingers of oak-peppered land, giving this resort lots of accessible shoreline. Putah
marina, convenience store, and cabin and houseboat rentals. Nestled between the Blue Creek Park has a restaurant & bar and offers 200 tent only sites and 55 RV only sites.
Ridge and Cedar Roughs, just 45 minutes from Napa Valley, Lake Berryessa is an Most sites are right on the water. The campsites have picnic tables and BBQ grills. The
ideal location for your Forever Houseboat getaway. Mild temperatures in the summer motel offers sleeping and kitchen units. Putah Creek Resort is the only resort that sells
make it perfect for water sports, fishing, camping, wildlife viewing, or just simply gasoline for automobiles. 707-966-0770.
sitting back and releasing the cares of the everyday. The grassy hills
surrounding Lake Berryessa are dotted with oak and Manzanita and
Ten Years Later: The 2016 Version of Lake Berryessa
provide excellent opportunities for spotting eagles, hawks, deer, and
even wild turkey. Up above, you may spot great blue heron, snow geese,
and loons. 707-966-9606 (http://goberryessa.com/)
The Resorts of Lake Berryessa: 2006 Version

After pouring in about $75,000 to re-carpet, re-roof and
"re-everything" over the years, Silberberg said he wished
he'd accepted a $175,000 offer someone made him for the
trailer four years ago. Now with the trailer's fate sealed,
Silberberg doubted anyone would pay more than $2,000 Carol Kunze, an environmental advocate who heads
The federal agency's record of decision aims to reshape 12 for it.
Berryessa Trails and Conservation and has pushed for
miles of the lake's most prime shoreline by ousting the
more trails and "passive" uses of the
trailers that have dominated seven
lake, expressed satisfaction with the
lakeside recreational resorts for decades.
decision.

Steele Park Resort is a year round resort with full accommodations for
the family. Motel and cottages offer swimming pool and championship
tennis courts with spectacular views of the lake's shore. Harbor Cove, the
hub of activity, has a restaurant, bar, general store and full service
marina, open from 7:00 a.m. 7 days a week, year round. The Boat House
Restaurant & Bar offers a spectacular view of the lake along with its
tantalizing good food. Steele Park Resort also rents a patio boats and jet
skis to explore the many coves along the lake's shore. 800-522-2123.
(www.steelepark.com)

The new
"Lake Berryessa Visitor
Services Plan" sets new standards for
lakeside vacation lodging, barring trailers
but allowing RV and tent-camping,
cabins, motels and hotels, among other
permanent structures.

Spanish Flat Resort offers outstanding fishing, overnight camping and
picnicking, as well as boat, jet ski and kayak rentals. Their cabins are
equipped with a bunk-bed, a full-size bed, microwave, coffee pot,
shower, toilet, refrigerator, sink, kitchen table and chairs, heater, and air
conditioning. Each cabin is on the lakefront and has a deck facing the
lake. Because of the warm water, hot summers, and close proximity to the
population areas of Northern California, the lake has become a favorite
water ski resort. The temperatures are warm enough to make water skiing
comfortable most of the summer. In addition, the state stocks the lake
with fish as part of the conservation program. Fishing for bass and trout
is a popular pastime. 707-966-7700 (www.spanishflatresort.com)

Reciting the bureau's long-held position,
spokesman Jeff McCracken said the lake
plan's goal is to "open the reservoir to the
broader general public for more shortterm use." Areas closest to the water's
edge will be reserved for day-use, and
those higher up divided into zones for
overnight and long-term use.

(Editor's Note 2016: Not only did mobile homeowners not
Although the government has established parameters for get anything for their property, Steele Park owners
future lake use, what Berryessa looks like in 10 years "will actually had to pay about $3,500 each to have their places
demolished. Mobile home owners in all the other resorts
be up to private enterprise," McCracken said.
faced the same costly problem.)
The federal agency is determining the future management
of the seven lakeshore resorts through a public bidding As trailer owners counted their woes, other Berryessa
process that will begin as soon a request for business stake-holders viewed the decision as a victory. Bob White
proposals is completed, McCracken said. Meanwhile, — who runs Rancho Monticello Resort and also
trailer owners must remove their vacation mobile homes represents the Lake Berryessa Resort Owners Association
by 2008 and 2009, when contracts with six of the resorts — called the decree a "win for users and the resorts."
expire.
After fretting the federal agency would dissolve the long-

"The most rewarding part is today —
finally getting a decision that will allow
the public to have access to the lake's
entire shoreline," Kunze said. "The
most difficult part was just the whole
controversy. It seems like such a plain
and simple issue: It's public land and the
public should have access, but the
status quo interests wanted to keep their
sites."
Trailer owners weren't the only people
dismayed by the bureau's break away
from the status quo.
Sharyn Simmons, owner of Cucina Italiana restaurant,
moved from Napa to the Berryessa Highlands subdivision
five years ago. She said during the two-plus years she's run
her lakeside business, trailer owners have formed the
majority of her returning customers.

"It's the weekend people, the one-shot wonders, who
come up here on the weekends and trash the place because
it's not their own," Simmons said. "Why in the world
would you ask the people who have been the stewards up
here, living here year-round, and visiting every month or
two months, to leave? We're talking second and third
While many trailer owners say they were anticipating the standing resorts and consolidate them under one operator, generations by now."
bureau's ouster, news of the decision was a heartbreaker White saw the decision as a triumph for resort managers Simmons said she hopes the fight is not over. "My only
for families who have long known Lake Berryessa as their who now have a fighting chance to continue running the hope is they keep it litigated for the next 10 years."
resorts. He also applauded the fact present-day trailer
summer getaway.

Lake Berryessa Marina Resort is a magnificent setting for your next
vacation! You will delight in the natural serenity of the area as you relax
at one of their gorgeous waterfront sites. From tubing and wake
boarding, to fishing and jet skiing, there is something for everyone at
Lake Berryessa Marina Resort. Barbecue the catch of the day on one of
our grills. For the ultimate in camping fun, rent a houseboat, pontoon
boat, jet ski, or ski boat. They have group facilities for your next reunion,
rally or company retreat. Gasoline pumps and a dump station are
convenience.
707-966-2161
available
for
your
(www.lakeberryessa.com)
Rancho Monticello Resort is a family-oriented lake front destination
for vacationers and water sport enthusiasts. The resort faces the main
body of the lake, with the expansive east shore three miles directly across
from the Resort. Curves in the shoreline create coves, and variances in the
landscape and slopes. Essentially the resort is divided in two parts by a
large rock outcropping, known as "Turtle Rock." At the southern-most
end of the resort is the marina which includes a gas dock, market, cafe,
8-lane launch ramp, moorage, docks and a day park. There are boat slips

