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November, 2019
Remember Happy Days, Good Ole Days, Have Some Smiles For The Holidays!

H
a
p
p
y

T
h
a
n
k
s
g
i
v
i
n
g
!

Berryessa Highlands - 1100 Headlands Drive - Lake Berryessa

Linda Sanderson, DRE#01247775, 707-373-0991, lsanderson@coldwellbanker.com

Away from the crowds! Enjoy an amazing lake view from the master, great room and second
bedroom! New decks allow you to vacation everyday in the peaceful serenity of this location.

3 Bdrm, 3 Bath

In-Ground Pool

Wet Bar For
Entertaining

Garage & RV/
Boat Parking

Only Minutes
From Steele
Canyon Rec
Area

Junior Suite
Downstairs
Central Heat &

Air
Updated Baths
Newer Roof
Dual Pane
Windows
New Garage
Door

$499,000
Open House

Sunday, November 10th, 1-4 PM
Sunday, November 24th, 1-4 PM
https://youtu.be/VVal4ppnXFA

BIG city speeds

Connecting the Countryside.ô

From towers on hilltops we provide high speed, reliable, and affordable 

internet. Enjoy the perks of ì big­ cityî  speeds and knowledgeable 

technicians who understand and appreciate the beautiful 

landscape we call home.

S C H E D U L E  A  F R E E  S I T E  S U R V E Y  T O DAY

VALLEYINTERNET.COM
707-422-1200

L O C A L LY
O W N E D  &

O P E R AT E D
S I N C E  2 0 0 4

with SPECTACULAR views.

Q. What’s big and gray
and

doesn’t matter?

__An irrelephant

__Bureau of
Wrecklamation

Petanque Comes to Lake Berryessa
Thanks to Spanish Flat renaissance man, Geoff Lake, many of us are learning to speak
"Petnque." Petanque was invented by French Navy seamen, who used small cannon balls,
and is played outdoors on any reasonably firm surface: your yard, the park, a field. Find a
place that is open and fairly flat. Petanque is much like bocce without the walls.
You can play singles with one player on each side, doubles, or triples. Each team's boules
will have groove patterns that distinguish them from the other side's boules.
The team that wins the coin toss chooses the starting location and then selects one of their
players to throw out the jack. Once a circle is drawn, the player then stands with both feet
inside the circle and throws the jack. The jack can be thrown in any direction.
The player attempts to throw the boule so that it lands as close to the jack as possible - it is
okay to hit the jack. A player from the opposing team then steps into the circle and attempts
to land his boule closer to the jack even if it means knocking his opponents out of the way.
The other teammust continue throwing boules until they take the lead or run out of boules.
Once a team has used all its boules, the other side is allowed to throw the rest of its boules.
When all boules are thrown, the points are counted. The team that has the boule closest to
the jack wins the round. In addition, they also receive a point for each boule that is closer
to the jack than their opponents closest boule. The first team to earn a total of agreed upon
points wins the game. There is not a required number of rounds that must be played.

The Turkey Popped Out of
the Oven

The Turkey popped out of the
oven

and rocketed in to the air;

It knocked every plate off the
table

and partly demolished a chair.

It ricocheted into a corner

and burst with a deafening
boom,

Then splattered all over the
kitchen,

completely obscuring the
room.

It stuck to the walls and the
windows,

it totally coated the floor,

There was turkey attached to
the ceiling,

where there had never been
turkey before.

It blanketed every appliance,

it smeared every saucer and
bowl;

There wasn't a way I could
stop it;

that turkey was out of control.

I scraped and I scraped with
displeasure

and thought with chagrin as I
mopped,

That I would never again stuff
a turkey

with popcorn that hadn't been
popped.

Jack Prelutsky
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Without THE LAKE BERRYESSA NEWS there would be no Lake Berryessa news!



2 Onion Headlines

Kanye West Scrambling To Get Sample
Clearance From God Ahead Of ‘Jesus Is King’

Release

Man Asks Every Trick-Or-Treater If They’re
The Real Dracula Just In Case

Woman Passing Out Candy Unsure Whether To
Give Some To Teen Mom Too

Man Lowers Carbon Footprint By Bringing
Reusable Bags Every Time He Buys Gas

Drama Queen Waiter Gets Completely
Emotional About Plate Being Too Hot To Touch

Scientists Pretend To Be Interested In Football
Kicker Offering Up Brain For Research

‘Hey You, Want To Be A Federal Judge?’ Says
Mitch McConnell Pointing To Valet In Heritage

Foundation Parking Lot

Poll Shows Support For Impeachment Weakest
Among Uncontacted Amazonian Tribes Who

Know Nothing Of Our Ways

Colleges Start "Urban" Language Classes To
Allow For More Efficient White Appropriation

Of Black Slang

Lindsey Graham Introduces Constitutional
Amendment to Nullify Constitution

House Republicans Storm Committee Room,
Fail to Find Hillary's Secret Email Server

Ground Breaking Study Finds Slim Majority of
Americans are Functioning Adults

Hundreds of Southern Californians call police
during blackout to report unidentified glowing
object in the sky which turns out to be the moon.

People With Alzheimer’s Are Starting To Float
Because They Forgot About Gravity

Conjoined man with 2 heads dies after being hit
by car in the street, eyewitnesses say 'why didn’t

he just look both ways'

Journalist Finds Several Accurate Statements In
Episode Of "Hannity"; Fox News Apologizes.

Man Asks Every Trick-Or-Treater If They’re
The Real Dracula Just In Case

Man Breathes Sigh Of Relief As ‘Apple Recall’
Headline Just About Poisoned Fruit Shipped To

8 States

7

6 generations 1 passion
Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11 AM to 5 PM
Monday to Thursday by appt: 707-963-0717
2950 Sage Canyon Road (HWay 128)

www.nicheliniwinery.com

The Lake Berryessa News
www.LakeBerryessaNews.com

Peter Kilkus
1515 Headlands Drive
Napa, CA 94558
pkilkus@gmail.com

Without The Lake Berryessa News
there would be no Lake Berreyssa news.

Most editions of The Lake Berryessa News since
2005 are available as downloadable, searchable PDF
files at www.lakeberryessanews.com/archives/

Why Third Parties Undermine Democracy:
Duverger’s Law

The “Duverger” in Duverger’s Law is Maurice
Duverger, a French scholar and former member of the
EuropeanParliamentwhodied in2014.He isbest known
for his analysis of what happens in states that use — that
is, a system that awards victory to whichever candidate
receives a plurality of the state’s popular vote, regardless
of how small that plurality may be.

Duverger’s Law provides that “single-member plurality
districts produce two-party systems.” That is, when
multiple candidates compete for a single job, and the job
goes to whoever gets a plurality of the votes, the
candidates will tend to sort into exactly two political
parties. Third parties will vanish.

According to Duverger, this sorting happens
because “the brutal finality of amajority vote on a single
ballot to regroup their forces at the risk of being
overwhelmingly defeated.”

Consider, he wrote, “an election district in which
100,000 voters with moderate views are opposed by
80,000 communist voters.” In a two-party race between
theModeratePartyand theCommunistParty,Moderates
will prevail, and thewinner of the electionwill reflect the
preferences of a majority of the district’s voters.

Now imagine that a secondmoderate candidate (perhaps
motivated by the fact that they disagree with the
Moderate Party’s position on taxation) decides to jump
into the race as a third-party candidate.

This candidate may have some disagreements with the
Moderate Party, but they still hold moderate views on
most issues. Thus, theywill be likely to draw votes away
from theModerate Party’s candidate—and if they draw
enough votes, they will wind up electing a Communist.

Duverger’s insight is that similarly-minded candidates
have no choice but to join together into one of two
parties, lest they wind up being divided and conquered.

Similarly, third partieswind up undermining democracy
because they often cause the candidate who is least
preferred by a majority of the electorate to win the
election.

*******
Q. Why does the Norwegian Navy have bar codes on

the sides of their ships?

A. So when they come back to port they can
Sacndinavian.

*****
It’s no longer “box wine”, the classy term is

“cardboardeaux”.

That Wonderul Rural Living
Comes With A Cost.

Afriendgavemeaplaque that I have over
the door to my deck looking down on
beautiful Lke Berryess If you are lucky
enough to lie at the lake, you are lucky
enough." But that luck can be expensive.

Napa County is taking a hard look at two
small, remote Lake Berryessa-area
communities to try to keep their aging
utility services from once again falling
into dire straits.

Both communities face capital and
maintenance needs for water and
wastewater systems built in the
mid-1960s, county reports said. But costs
must be spread among only 330
customers in Berryessa Highlands and
171 in in Berryessa Estates.

The challenge can affect more than the
districts. A county report said Napa
County since the mid-2000s has loaned a
total of $2.5 million for the Berryessa
Highlands system and has received back
interest payments, with the principal
outstanding.

County supervisors will decide how to
address the districts’ future finances.
They sit as the board of directors forNapa
Berryessa Resort Improvement District
serving Berryessa Highlands and Lake
Berryessa Resort Improvement District
serving Berryessa Estates.

Both boards informally endorsed doing
rate studies to help figure out financial
options for the two districts. Moving
ahead with the studies at $30,000 apiece
using county money involves future
approval by supervisors sitting as the
Board of Supervisors.

Berryessa Highlands is located in a hilly
area overlooking Lake Berryessa. It was
created as a Berryessa resort community
in the mid-1960s, but its population of
about 920 people is nowhere near to the
several thousand that developers
originally envisioned.

In coming years, Berryessa Highlands
will need more than $11 million in water

and wastewater system improvements.
Among them is an increase inwastewater
treatment capacity to handle higher flows
during major winter storms, a county
report said.

The district is seeking grants to make
these improvements, though some grants
would require a local match. It likely
wouldn’t qualify for 100-percent state
grants because the median household
income among customers of $59,500
annually is too high, the report said.

Rates for Berryessa Highlands water and
sewage services last rose in 2011.
Customers pay an average of $500
bimonthly. They also pay an availability
charge that for 2019-20 is $240 per
parcel.

County officials estimate that operating
expenses will outstrip revenues in
2020-21. Any proposed rate hikes under
Proposition 218 could be vetoed by
district property owners.

A key unknown for the Berryessa
Highlands system is whether nearby
Steele Canyon Recreation Area will ever
reopen as a full-service resort, as opposed
to only offering camping and other
limited services. Deputy Public Works
Director Phillip Miller said the resort
once provided about 30 percent of district
revenues.

Berryessa Estates is located along Putah
Creek northwest of LakeBerryessa.With
about 1,800 residents, it too never
matched its 1960s vision of about 5,000
residents and 40,000 annual visitors.

This district faces $1.65 million in what
a county report called “essential short-
term projects.” The median household
income of $43,200 annually is low
enough to open the door to full state and
federal grants, the report said.

Customers pay an average of $600
bimonthly for water and sewage
services. They pay an annual tax that for
2019-20 is $981 per parcel.

Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach
Program 2019

The Lake Berryessa Boater Outreach
Program is managed by the Solano
Resource Conservation District and
focuses on boater education at Lake
Berryessa. The reservoir serves as a
drinking water source for approximately
500,000 people in Solano County, as
irrigation for agriculture, and use for local
businesses such as Jelly Belly and
Anheuser-Busch.

Outreach interns conducted one-on-one
educational surveys with boaters and
recreational users at Lake Berryessa
every weekend, covering topics such as
hazardous waste disposal and
precautions to help keep thewater clean.
Boater surveys were conducted
primarily at the three busiest launch
concessions: Markley Cove, Steele
Canyon and Capell Cove.

After a boater completed the survey,
they would receive a free “Clean and
Green” boating kit. Boating kits
included a fueling bib to prevent
gasoline spills while refueling, a West
Marine coupon for $15 dollars, and oil
absorbent pillow and to prevent oil and
hazardous contaminants from leaking
into the lake.

Useful information such as a map of Lake
Berryessa, booklets about California
boating and environmental laws, and
information explaining clean boating
practiceswere also included in the boating
kit. For fisherman, fishing line containers

were distributed so that the fishing line
could be collected and recycled safely.

World Environment Day took place on
June 1 and Coastal Cleanup Day on
September 21. 184 volunteers attended
World Environment Day and 327 pounds
of garbage and 676 pounds of recyclables
were removed from the shores of Lake
Berryessa. For Coastal Cleanup Day, 74
volunteers attended and 327 pounds of
garbage and 196 pounds of recyclables
was collected.

The2019LakeBerryessaBoaterOutreach
program achieved its goal. Interns
educated 3,582 people and conducted 878
boater surveys. Lake Berryessa Boater
Outreach interns motivated eligible
boaters and jet skiers to install a total of
365 oil absorbents, each of which can
absorb up to a quart of oil. The work
completed this summer has further
advanced the education of boaters and
recreators on oil absorbents and where to
recycle them, as well as provided
information on clean boating practices to
keep Lake Berryessa one of the cleanest
drinking water sources in California.
Interns conducted surveys at Oak Shores
to educate the day-use recreators.
Accompanying the internswas “Bilgee,” a
giant oil absorbent pillow who is the
protector of clean waterways and a real-
life superhero. Being large and over the
top, Bilgee attracted the eye of boaters
and day users alike. The day use survey
enabled interns to interact with the non-
boating public about hazardous waste
disposal andhowtokeep thewater clean.



November 2019 Horoscopes

Aquarius (1/20-2/18): Everyone wants to live
forever, but in your case, it would just mean
more time being chased by a swarm of bees.
Pisces (2/19-3/20): Your extremely trying

week will not be improved by your decision to
deal with all problems by leaning on the horn.
Aries (3/21-4/19): Nobody likes a know-it-all,
but then, you probably knew that already, you

smug jerk.
Taurus (4/20 – 5/20: You should have more
folding chairs around. If wrestlers come over
and can’t find one, they’ll use something else.
Gemini (5/21 – 6/21): The stars foresee a
second job promotion in the days to come,
though they should probably be telling Dave

about it.
Cancer (6/22-7/22): Despite the offer of a
brand-new car, an all-expenses-paid trip to

Greece, and a four-piece living room set, you’ll
once again go for the box with the question

mark on it.
Leo (7/23-8/22): You’ll finally become one
with nature this week, thanks to a simple

process known as disintegration.
Virgo (8/23-9/22): Enlightenment and

confusion will both be yours this week when a
tree falls in the woods only to make the sound

of one hand clapping.
Libra (9/23-10/22): Wilderness sports may be
growing in popularity, but people are not yet
ready to appreciate your expertise at trout-

shotgunning.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21): Were it officially

sanctioned, judged by an impartial panel, and
taking place somewhere other than your

kitchen late at night, you’d pretty much shatter
all existing hot dog eating records.

Sagittarius (11/22-12/21): It doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to figure out what’s been

wrong with you lately. That, sadly, takes three.
Capricorn (12/22-1/19): All of your boy scout
training will come in handy this week when
you’re forced to fight off three grown men

inside a darkened tent.

6 3The Science Of Fashion:
How The Heel Got Its Height

How do they walk in these things?” grumbles Jack
Lemmon, stumbling in his heels, newly dressed as
his alter-ego Josephine, in “SomeLike ItHot”.Like
“jello on springs”, he marvels, when Marilyn
Monroe sashaysdown the stationplatform.Monroe
in high heels is the embodiment of a certain version
of femininity – dainty, sexualized and
uncomfortable, with limited mobility, and
pandering to the male gaze.

Until the17th century, highheelsweremainlyworn
by men. High heels were, in fact, originally
designed for men – and had an immensely practical
purpose. Soldiers on horsebackwore them in tenth-
century Persia.

The heel helped keep them stable as they stood up
in their stirrups and took aim at enemies with bows
and arrows (cowboy boots still use heels in this
way). Over time, heels appeared on the shoes of
male aristocrats across Europe. Yet from the
mid-17th century, heels became associated with
supposedly “feminine” qualities such as frivolity,
and so became women’s wear.

Until the mid-20th century heels were chunky,
clunky things. After the second world war,
techniques and materials used in aircraft
engineering were applied to shoes, creating the
stiletto. The spindly heel requires a thin metal
shank, strong enough to bear the wearer’s weight
yet flexible enough to allow the shoe to move.

Shoemakers and wearers have searched doggedly
for a heel that is both high and comfortable. They
aim to mitigate the angle created by a high heel,
which forces the few square centimeters of the ball
of your foot to bear the entire weight of your body.
Joan Oloff, a podiatrist-turned-shoe-designer,
makes footwear lined with memory foam to absorb
the shock of each painful step. The sole is crafted to
support the arch of the foot and distribute the
wearer’s weight more equally.

Antonia Saint Dunbar, an entrepreneur, makes
shoes with a heel cup and strips inside to stop the
foot slipping around and getting blisters. Feet are
unique and rarely conform perfectly to standard
sizes, a problem that the downward angle of heels
exacerbates as it changes their shape further. And
growing numbers of companies make shoes with
adjustableheels: two inches for theboardroom, four
for the nightclub, none for the schlep home.

Lake Berryessa Real Estate Review
Amber Payne

The current data in this article includes all of Lake Berryessa (but NOT Pope
Valley) - just the north end of the lake to the Berryessa Highlands and in
between with a timeline of July 2018 to September 2019.
Currently there are eleven "Active" properties on the market ranging from
$289K to $549. In addition to that there are six active "Acreage" properties
ranging from $650K for 43 Acres to a compound listed at $1,602,276 with 42+
Acres.
There are currently four properties under contract - two in the Berryessa
Highlands and one in the Berryessa Pines plus one Acreage property.
The Lake Berryessa area has had a great year on “solds”. Sixteen properties
have sold since May of this year. Ranging from $285K to $480K, the latter
being the highest most recent sale besides an acreage property that sold for
$725K.
For the properties mentioned above:
Average Sold price: $387,185
Average price per sq. ft.: $303.82
Average days on the market: 152 Days
There is now 23 months of inventory on hand which makes it a buyers market!

I continue to be optimistic - if we continue to get rain and the lake is full we should see
continued interest in lake properties. With the resorts being fully booked for the
summers that is good news for the Real Estatemarket. Of course wewould love to see
some movement soon on the Corners and the resort revitalizations. Next year is an
election year so that always brings some uncertainty to the market, but interest rates
are good and the job market is thriving. This is a great time to buy for first time home
buyers and for second home buyers.

Currently there are approximately35Activevacant landparcelson themarket. - priced
from $14K to $599K - 11 of the 35 are "acreage" properties.

There are currently two under contract - both are in the Highlands
There are six recent Solds:
Four "lots"
Two "Acreage" properties
Average Days on the Market for vacant land is approximately 453 days.

A few words on high restaurant wine prices...
by Paul Franson

(Paul Franson has been a Lake Berryessa supporter for many years.
This is a shortened version of an article from his weekly newsletter,
NapaLife: An Insider’s Look at Napa Valley, a wide ranging
information trove for anyone interested in the amazing number of
opportunities to have fun in the Napa Valley. It's available for
subscription at: paul@napalife.com.)
A recent study said that only 31 percent of diners order wine first
when they sit down for a meal, while the rest choose beer or spirits
to get things rolling, concluding, “Wine is expensive, people prefer
the cocktail experience, and wine is intimidating.”

Then I read a column in the latest Wine Business Monthly on high
wine prices in restaurants. The high prices most local restaurants
charge not only discourage patrons from buying Napa wines, but I
think they hurt the restaurants and wineries.

The typical wine list prices are twice winery retail, which are more
thanmost actual retail prices. Of course, restaurants buy thewines at
wholesale, so thepriceyoupay is typically three timeswhat theypay.
I know the restaurant business is tough, but an almost-$100 markup
on a wine they serve for $130 and buy for $35 is unconscionable.

These prices are particularly egregious for restaurants that want to
attract locals by offering some reasonably priced food. A $40 wine
doesn’t gowith a $15 pizza or burger, for example.And don’t getme
started on wines by the glass that start at $12 or more. Of course,
visiting tourists may be willing to be fleeced for a meal or two, but
those of us who live here aren’t.

This situation has a number of results:
- People buy imported wines, which are generally cheaper
(excluding Bordeaux or other rarities).
- Patrons choose a beer, nurse a cocktail or make do with water.
- They bring wine, especially if there’s no corkage charge. That way
the restaurant gets zilch instead of a reasonable markup.

The diners pay a corkage charge, which is almost surely less with
wines they bring than thewine list price if the least expensive bottles
are $50andup.Andvintners andwinery employeesmaypaynothing
or little for the wines they bring. The restaurant gets less than if it
charged a reasonable amount.

Or people may opt for takeout food or prepare their own food at
home. Many locals simply go during happy hour and make that a
meal. And I know many people who always take wines to
restaurants, generally only choosing ones with lower or no corkage
that night or always. I personally don’t want to take wine. I just wish
the prices were reasonable. In almost every case, the restaurant
suffers.

The obvious answer is to have both reasonable and expensive wines
on the list, but restaurateurs say they want to keep the high prices
since people might buy cheaper wines. Duh.

One solution is to have at least some reasonable wines for locals,
maybe on a separate card or just offered during the week when there
are fewer high-rolling tourists and more locals out to eat.



54 America’s Defining Divide Isn’t
Left vs. Right. It’s Old vs. Young.

Voters over retirement agewill continue to
dominate U.S. politics until at least 2060.
Due to increasing life expectancy, falling
birth rates and the sheer size of the baby
boomgeneration, today’soldervotershave
held on to political power longer than any
previous generation in history. The U.S.
electorate is the oldest it’s ever been and
will keepgettingolder for at least fourmore
decades.

Researchers call it the “demographic
transition.”Americans over 65 are now the
fastest-growing age group in the country.
The U.S. Census projects that by 2035, the
population past retirement age will
outnumber the population under 18 for the
first time in history. While younger, more
diverse generations have captured the
media narrative about U.S. politics, its
defining feature in the future may be its
oldest participants.

“As much as diversity is growing in the
U.S., the baby boomer generation still has
a lot of financial power, political power and
consumer power,” said William Frey, a
demographer and senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution. “There’s a lot of
focus in the media on the younger
generations, but in fact, the younger
population is growing more slowly than
seniors.”

America’s current demographic makeup,
Frey said, is unprecedented. Due to rising
longevity, falling birth rates and the sheer
number of baby boomers (currently
between55and73years old), today’s older
Americans have held onto power longer
than any previous generation. In 1950, as
the boom began, just 8 percent of
Americans were over 65; the United States
hadmore people under 25 than over 45. By
2010, when the boomers began to retire,
those numbers had flipped and the share of
the population over retirement age had
increased by 50 percent.

Their power goes beyond raw numbers.
Older Americans are more likely to vote
thanmillennials andGenXers, particularly
inmidtermandprimary elections. They are
three times more likely to donate to

political campaigns. Plus, they are
clustered in rural and sparsely populated
states, giving them disproportionately
large Senate and Electoral College
representation.

This partly explains why the average
member ofCongress is now58.6 years old,
roughly a decade older than they were in
1981 and two decades older than the
population at large.

Without a dramatic increase in
immigration or a sudden doubling of the
birth rate, this is likely to be a permanent
shift. The elderly population will continue
to grow until at least 2026. By 2050,
demographers expect the number of
Americansover 65 to roughly triple and the
number of Americans in their 20s to
decline.

Between 2016 and 2036, Americans over
65 are the only age group expected to
increase in numbers. This trend has
profound implications for every American
institution, but perhaps none more so than
politics itself. Older voters have unique
characteristics and specific interests that
transcend the Democratic-Republican
divide. From their economic
circumstances to their demographic
makeup, the concerns of older voters are
only going to become more prominent as
the baby boom generation enters
retirement.

This creates a paradox for the candidates
vying for the presidential nomination in
2020 and beyond. Though the most high-
profile policy ideas ― subsidized
childcare, paid leave, universal health care
― address the concerns of younger
generations, the election itself may be
determined by voters unlikely to reap
benefits and wary of paying the costs.

Older voters have strikingly different
wealth and income profiles than younger
voters. Four out of five older families own
homes, compared to just one in four
younger families. Most own stocks and a
large plurality are business owners. Nearly
1 in 9 older households are millionaires
and, according to a 2015 study, are the only
age group in America whose net worth has
increased since 1989.

Oct./Nov., 2019 is shaping up to be the driest 
fall period in 23 years! 

Season 
7/1 to  
6/30 

 

First  
Rain 

Total Rain   
By 1/1 at 

Monticello Dam 

97-98  10.77” 

98-99 
 

11/10/98 7.18” 

99-00 10/30/99 6.5” 

00-01 
 

10/20/00 4.54 

01-02 
 

10/29/01 15.73” 

02-03 
 

11/7/02 19.34” 

03-04 10/31/03 12.01” 

04-05 10/19/04 15.55” 

05-06 9/26 - light 17.4” 

06-07 10/3/06 (.22”) 
11/2/06 (.8”) 

5.36” 

07-08 
 

9/19/07 - .1” 4.48” 

08-09 10/3/08 - .2” 6.6” 

09-10 
 

9/13/09 - .16” 
9/14/09 - .08” 

6.5” 

10-11 10/17/10 - .21” 
10/22/10 - .21” 

12.62 

11-12 9/25/11 - .03” 
10/4/11 - .17” 

3.04” 

12-13 10/22/12 - .73” 
10/23/12 - .20” 

17.97” 

13-14 9/21/13 - .43” 
11/20/13 - .70” 

1.88” 

14-15 9/18/14 - .1” 
9/25/14 - .24” 

13.34” 

15-16 10/2/15 - .62” 
10/19/15 - .69” 

6.23” 

16-17 10/4/16 - .04” 
10/15/17 - .25” 

8.8” 

17-18 10/20/17 - .21” 
11/4/17 - .22 

3.41” 

18-19 10/2/18 -.48” 
11/22/18 - .79” 

7.28” 

19-20 9/16/19 - .05”  

 
 

What is Haiku?
Spanish Flat poet and chef, Geoff Lake,
sent me this haiku when power was
finally restored at Lake Berryessa after
four days last week.
Five days without heat or hot water
how beautiful
the wildflower, blossom, blooms

Traditional Haiku
A haiku is traditionally a Japanese poem
consisting of three short lines that do not
rhyme. In Japanese, there are five
"moras" in the first and third line, and
seven in the second, following the
standard 5-7-5 structure of haiku.
A haiku is considered to be more than
a typeofpoem; it is awayof lookingat the
physical world and seeing something
deeper, like the very nature of existence.
It should leave the reader with a strong
feeling or impression.

An old silent pond...
A frog jumps into the pond,
splash! Silence again.

A summer river being crossed
how pleasing
with sandals in my hands!

Light of the moon
Moves west, flowers' shadows
Creep eastward.
The lamp once out
Cool stars enter
The window frame.

Modern Haiku
Many modern western poets do not
subscribe to the 5-7-5 pattern.
The Academy of American
Poets recognizes this evolution, but
maintains that several core principles
remainwoven into the tapestryofmodern
haiku. That is, a haiku still focuses on one
brief moment in time, employs
provocative, colorful imagery, and
provides a sudden moment of
illumination.
More recently, poets like Jack
Kerouac paved theway for a freer rhythm
in haiku. However, the same tiny
moments in time are still captured in a
very colorful and enlightened manner. A

haiku remains reserved for those special
moments in life when you want to
examine the very nature of existence,
froma church bell ringing out in the night
to the staggering moment you realize he
loves you.

From across the lake,
Past the black winter trees,
Faint sounds of a flute.

Nightfall,
Too dark to read the page
Too cold.
- Jack Kerouac

Insects on a bough
floating downriver,
still singing

Spring passes
And the birds cry out-
Tears in the eyes of fishes

On New Year's Day
I long to meet my parents
as they were before my birth.

A giant firefly:
that way, this way, that way, this -
and it passes by.

The haiku doesn't have to be serious. It
can be funny- for example:

My life is Jello
Sitting and waiting in the bowl
Patiently to gel

Andof course there areCatHaikupoems:

You never feed me
Perhaps I'll sleep on your face.
That will sure show you.

You must scratch me there!
Yes, above my tail!
Behold,"Elevator butt."

The rule for today
Touch my tail, I shred your hand
New rule tomorrow

Grace personified,
I leap into the window.
I meant to do that.

My small cardboard box.
You cannot see me if I
can just hide my head.


