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The Lake Berryessa News

Berryessa Quick Stop
Always Had & Still Has the Lowest Prices at the Lake!
While Other Businesses May Close, We Remain Open To Serve You in the
Berryessa Highlands, Capell Valley,
NOW ADDED
NOW ADDED
and South Lake Berryessa.
Beer, Snacks, Drinks, Bait, Propane
Dairy, Bread, Food Items

More Dairy
Items!

www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Your Best Source for News of Lake Berryessa and our Napa Back Roads!

25¢

November, 2009

Donation

Happy Thanksgiving from Lake Berryessa!

More Beer
Choices!

707-227-0414
Open Weekends
6:30 A.M. to 7 P.M.
Tuesday - Thursday
9 A.M. to 7 P.M.

Coming Soon
Veronicaʼs Drive-Thru
Espresso Shack
Premium Coffee Made
with
Pure Spring Water!

Closed Mondays

Moskowite Corners: Steele Canyon Road at Hwy 128 & Hwy 121

Vinni Bubak
Realtor®

What do you get when you divide the circumference of your
jack-o-lantern by its diameter?
Pumpkin Pi!

Lic. #01212766

Cell: (707) 688-8363
Direct: (707) 265-1676
Fax: (707) 265-1610
vinni@winecountrygroup.com
www.cuvinnisellsnapa.com

820 Vallejo Street at Soscol

Pope Valley Repair & Towing
Auto, Agriculture & Truck Repair
Custom Fabrication & Welding - Manufacture of Hydraulic Hoses
~ All Brands of New Tires ~

Napa, CA 94559
An independently owned & operated brokerage

Jeff Parady
707-965-2302
707-965-2332 fax

Light, Medium, & Heavy
Duty Tow Trucks

Available 24 Hours!
The Old Steele Park Restaurant

Ray’s

Mark Amador

License:626476

Q. Why did the blonde scale the chain-link fence? A. To see what
was on the other side.

Radiator & Glass
Lake Berryessa - Pope Valley - St.Helena
Glass
Commercial - Contracting
Residential - Retail

360 McCormick
St. Helena, CA 94574

Radiator
Passenger Car - Trucks
Industrial - Fuel Tanks

Shop (707) 963-5223 ~ Fax (707) 963-8285
jan@raysradiatorandglass

www.RaysRadiatorandGlass.com

Q. How can you tell when a blond sends a fax? A. You will find
a stamp on it
Q. Why is it good to have a blonde passenger? A. You can park
in the handicap zone.
Q: How can you tell a blonde's been using the computer? A:
There's white-out all over the screen.
Q. What do you call 24 blondes in a box? A. A case of empties!
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Local News Notes
Steele Park Resort is now closed and demolition will continue for at least
6 months. Check out the Steele Park demolition photo album at
www.LakeberryessaNews.com. As of Wednesday, 11/4/09, the restaurant,
office, ice cream parlor, and motel are gone!
**********
The Oak Shores campground is closed. Only Markley Cove Resort and
Pleasure Cove Marina are now open for lodging and launching. The Capell
Public Launch Ramp remains open.
**********
There is no further news from the Bureau of Reclamation about the bid
process. During the last bid process, the names of the bidders were released
within 4 weeks. But this time the BOR seems reluctant to release any information. The last communication I received from Pete Lucero, Public
Information Officer, simply stated, “On advice of counsel, Reclamation will
not release names of concession bidders or any information on their proposals.”
When I queried Congressman Mike Thompson’s office I received this
reply: “Mr. Kilkus: On the advice of Attorneys at the Bureau of Reclamation,
(BOR) we have been told the names & content of any of the proposals will
NOT be released.
Our office has been assured that by mid-December, those bidders selected as superior proposals will be released. The BOR will proceed with negotiations with each bidder for final contracts. Regards, Brad Onorato”
**********
As of 11/8/09 we have had 3.30 inches of rain at the lake and the water
level rose from a low of 407.64 feet to 407.94 feet (or about 7 inches). It has
now gone back down to below where it was at 407.57 feet – 32.43 feet below
Glory Hole.
**********
From Bob Joe at Capell Valley Estates: Just wanted to share news that
Capell Valley Estates saved one of the homes from Steele Canyon Resort
today and is giving it a new lease on life on lot 26. The relocation went without a hitch other than Pepe blowing out one of the trailer tires on Steele
Canyon Rd. Reuse and small foot print living are both sustainable principles
and we're proud to be able to apply these at Capell Valley Estates.
As a recent recipient of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(stimulus program) funding program in order to make improvements to our
water treatment facility. We have included a 10 kW Solar Array to help power
the electrical needs of the water plant.
Bids for the project will be solicited in published ads this month.The project costs are estimated to be between $400k - $500k with completion expected in early 2010. Because of this stimulus program the residents of CVE will
end up with a free upgraded water treatment facility.
We still have the Free Give Away of the 1870's two story house, sure wish
there was a taker.
**********
CeCe Short is going on a new work-related adventure as Napa County
Territory Manager for California Outdoor Properties, participating with
Cabela's Trophy Properties. See her ad on Page 1.
**********
The Community Church of Lake Berryessa is pleased to announce the
awarding of scholarships to two of our local High School students They both
graduated this past school year and are now attending classes at the Junior
College level. Kelsey Hamilton of Spanish Flat and Josh Willson of the
Highlands were both awarded $500 scholarships in their pursuit of higher education.
The churches hope is to identify two more local students graduating this
school year and again award scholarships. Interested parties should contact
the church for more information. 707-252-4488
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2009 Lake Berryessa Calendar

Dam Level Update as of Monday, 11/2/09

November 14: Senior Center Thanksgiving potluck. The Center will provide
turkey, dressing and rolls. Those attending should plan on bringing a side dish
and if you would like a dessert/appetizer as well. The festivities start at 6pm with
dinner at 7pm. If you plan on attending there is a signup sheet at the entrance to
the center. There will be a raffle for the Turkey Dinner basket along with other
items.

The elevation of (Glory Hole) at Monticello Dam is 440 feet
Lake Berryessa has had 3.30 inches of rain since July,1 2009.
The water is now 32.43 feet below the top of the spillway
Date
Elevation
Evap High Low
Rain
10/5/09

407.94

0.11

70

40

0.00

November 14: Pope Valley Craft Fair, 10 AM - 4PM, POPE VALLEY FARM
CENTER

10/6/09

407.90

0.10

73

41

0.00

10/7/09

407.86

0.12

76

43

0.00

November 15: The Pope Valley Fire Department & Pope Valley Gun Club present the annual benefit TURKEY SHOOT, 8:00 a.m. to Sundown, Across from
the Pope Valley Farm Center. For more info, call (707) 965-2295 Please No
Dogs Allowed!

10/8/09

407.82

0.13

85

43

0.00

10/9/09

407.79

0.09

79

43

0.00

10/10/09

407.72

0.09

81

45

0.00

November 20th: Napa's Project Homeless Connect is looking for volunteers Napa County is attempting to organize 500 volunteers for a day of impacting the
lives of homeless people in Napa County. Volunteers are needed for set up on the
19th and many tasks on the 20th. The Community Church of Lake Berryessa is
assisting by organizing local volunteers - 252-4488. You can also contact the
Volunteer Center of Napa Valley at katier@volunteercenternapa.org for information.

10/11/09

407.70

0.11

82

43

0.00

10/12/09

407.64

0.09

65

44

0.00

10/13/09

407.92

0.00

63

54

0.02

10/14/09

407.92

0.00

65

55

2.83

10/15/09

407.94

0.02

74

58

0.01

November 24, 2009: Berryessa Garbage Service rate review public meeting at
10:00 a.m. in the Board of Supervisors' Meeting Room, Suite 305, Third Floor,
County Administration Building, 1195 Third Street, Napa, California. See
Notice on Page 2.

10/16/09

407.93

0.02

70

58

0.02

10/17/09

407.92

0.04

83

55

0.00

10/18/09

407.91

0.08

85

56

0.00

Ongoing Events:

10/19/09

407.93

0.02

74

51

0.00

10/20/09

407.89

0.04

59

49

0.27

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY
OF NAPA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ADJUSTING RATES FOR THE
COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE IN GARBAGE ZONE
TWO WITHIN THE COUNTY OF NAPA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Exhibit honors Monticello Valley: A free exhibit, honoring the people of
Monticello Valley, which was flooded in 1956 to create Lake Berryessa, is now
open at Spanish Flat Village Center, 4318 Knoxville Road, Lake Berryessa. The
exhibit is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day through the summer. For information,
call Carol Fitzpatrick at 287-3708 or e-mail pumpkinridge@ymail.com.

10/21/09

407.89

0.01

76

49

0.00

10/22/09

407.86

0.08

75

50

0.00

10/23/09

407.88

0.02

80

50

0.00

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Napa County Board of Supervisors
that on Tuesday,

Senior Center Bingo, 1 PM (Every Monday); Cards & Movie 7:30 PM (Every
Fri.) 4380 Spanish Flat Loop Road, 966-0206

10/24/09

407.86

0.03

80

51

0.00

10/25/09

407.83

0.02

80

49

0.00

November 24, 2009 at 10:00 a.m., or at such time thereafter as reasonably
possible, a Public Hearing will be conducted to consider adoption of a resolution adjusting rates for the collection and disposal of garbage in Garbage
Zone Two within the County of Napa.

To list your event, contact Peter Kilkus at PKilkus@LakeBerryessa.net or call
415-307-6906.

10/26/09

407.87

0.10

86

48

0.00

10/27/09

407.77

0.01

84

50

0.00

Winter Publishing Schedule

10/28/09

407.72

0.29

64

38

0.00

The fees initiated or revised by this resolution do not exceed the estimated
amount required to provide the service for which the fee is levied and are
mandated by State law.

The Lake Berryessa News continues its winter publishing schedule. From
October through March, the paper will be published once per month during the first full week of that month.

10/29/09

407.68

0.11

62

41

0.00

10/30/09

407.69

0.06

74

43

0.00

The Public Hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. on November 24, 2009 in the
Board of Supervisors' Meeting Room, Suite 305, Third Floor, County
Administration Building, 1195 Third Street, Napa, California. Interested
persons are invited to attend and be heard.

However, I will be updating the Lake Berryessa News web site
(www.LakeBerryessaNews.com) and sending out email newsletters more
often to keep you informed about current events at the lake.

10/31/09

407.66

0.06

75

45

0.00

11/1/09

407.66

0.06

65

48

0.00

11/2/09

407.64

0.01

80

46

0.00

11/3/09

407.64

0.08

82

43

0.00

11/4/09

407.64

0.07

79

42

0.00

11/5/09

407.62

0.07

75

44

0.00

11/6/09

407.61

0.03

64

50

0.00

11/7/09

407.60

0.02

63

42

0.00

11/8/09

407.57

0.08

71

39

0.00

State furloughs and layoffs hit close to home! And result in desperate questions.

The notice below refers to a rate review public hearing for Berryesssa
Garbage Service which serves most Lake Berryessa residents.
NAPA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

A copy of the proposed fees and data regarding the amount of cost or estimated cost required to provide the service for which the fee or service
charge is levied and the revenue sources anticipated to provide the service,
including General Fund revenues, is available for review at the office of the
Clerk of the Board, County Administration Building, 1195 Third Street,
Suite 310, Napa, California, 94559.
DATED:

November 3, 2009

ATTEST:

Karita Prescott
Deputy Clerk of the Board

The Lake Berryessa News
www.LakeBerryessaNews.com
Owner/Editor - Peter Kilkus
415-307-6906 (Cell), Email: PKilkus@LakeBerryessa.net
Subscribe for only $35 per year. Send your name, address, and email
address to:
The Lake Berryessa News Peter Kilkus, 1515 Headlands Drive, Napa, CA 94558
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Berryessa Highlands

Exotic Custom Home

Spanish Flat Woodlands Lot

Amber Payne
707-235-1124
amber.payne@pacunion.com
www.amberpayne.net

www.268Mulford.info
5 Bedrooms/3 Baths - Lake & Mountain Views
Approximately 3,400 sq. ft. on 1.51 acres

$669,000

www.1325SteeleCanyon.info
3 bedroom, 2 bath, open floor plan, fireplace,
sunroom, deck, large yard, filtered lake
views, 2 car garage, boat/rv parking,
corner lot

Offered at $295,000

www.liveoaklot.info
Between Mulford Rd. and Knoxville Rd.
near the Spanish Flat Village Center

Rustridge Ranch & Winery is open 7 days a week.
Bring the family and explore the backroads of the Napa Valley.
Come picnic under the ancient oaks while tasting our award winning estate-bottled
wines. Tour the winery and learn about thoroughbred racehorses.
There is something for everyone at RustRidge.
RustRidge B&B / Winery
2910 Lower Chiles Valley Road
St. Helena, CA 94574
1-800-788-0263 or (707) 965-9353

Offered at $95,000

Fishing With Sid

Fishing News from Guy Carl

Thank you friends for calling and emailing me all summer and asking
how I am. I have not been to Berryessa at all this past summer because of the
Bureau of Reclamation and the management of Steele Park Resort who
would not allow me to dock my boat at their marina. It is difficult for me to
launch my boat everytime I go out so not being able to keep it in the water
really prevented me from enjoying the fishing this summer at the lake. I have
tried to answer all your emails and help with your fishing questions pertaining to fishing at Berryessa. That lake is still my number one love. I will try
to catch you up on my fishing activities starting from this past weekend and
going backwards.
This past Saturday I fished out of Emeryville Marina on the "Captain
Hook" with Capt. David, a real nice guy, and a pleasure to fish with. Helping
him were two great deckhands Lloyd and Randy. We went to the Farallons
Island for rockfish and lingcod. I used light gear and caught 26 rockfish and
some nice lings. That day the boat limited out and the water was fairly calm.
Using the same boat and crew the week before we were not able to go to
the Farallons due to the weather which was windy with very high waves. We
ended up going to shallower water in a more protected area. That day I lost
twelve bars without landing even one ling cod but I did limit out on rockfish.
The weekend prior to that I fished on the "C-Gull" also out of Emeryville
with Chris as the deckhand. I
caught five ling cods and over
thirty rockfish. A few weeks
prior to that I went up to Cool to
visit my friends Jeff and Lynnea
who have a beautiful ranch there.
I fished all their ponds and
caught nothing but bass one after
another. I had a great time.
If you are interested in fishing out of the Emeryville Marina
you can call Craig at 510-6546040 to book a trip on any of
their boats. If you are interested
in going up to Cool you can call
Lynnea at 650-346-6363.
You can use my name as a
reference at either place if you
would like.
Sid # 650-583-3333,
Www.fishingconnection.net

The group called Putah Creek Trout supports changing the regulations on
Putah Creek to catch-and-release only, with gear restricted to artificial lures
with barbless hooks.
Under the proposal, the stretch of the stream between Monticello Dam
and Lake Solano would be open for fishing year-round, but no trout could
ever be taken from these waters.
Personally, I’m in favor of this proposal for a number of reasons. The
Department of Fish & Game is no longer stocking fish here, so all of the fishing pressure now directly impacts the wild trout fishery.
And with nearly all of Napa County’s streams permanently closed to trout
fishing, this nearby cold-water fishery is a wonderful resource for the trout
enthusiast.
The proposed regulations would not affect Lake Solano downstream nor
Lake Berryessa above the dam, so those anglers wishing to use live bait
and/or take fish home have plenty of alternatives.
Visit http://putahcreektrout.org/Welcome_.html for information and some
great underwater video of trout spawning.

RustRidge@RustRidge.com

The Berryessa Lions Club held their annual Octoberfest on Saturday October 17th at the
Turtle Rock. It was quite successful and a good time was had by all.
The Berryessa Lions Club would like to thank the following for their help in making this
event a success: Peter and Chavonne Leung, owners of The Turtle Rock; Frank Mosley,
Mosley Electric; Pat and Judy Trihey, Berryessa Boat Storage; Carole Hancock; Peter
Kilkus, Berryessa News; Alex Mosley.
And most importantly the people of the greater Lake Berryessa community whose generous support makes events like this possible.
Thank You,
The Berryessa Lions Club
Chuck Peckinpaugh – New Capell Valley
School Teacher
Educational & practical experience, + enthusisam
I was born in the Great Northwest. I spent my
early childhood in Northern California and then
moved to the Central Valley, where I completed my
K-12 education.
I then worked for 20 years in various blue collar trades such as warehousing, transportation, and
construction. I returned to school in 1997 and soon
thereafter completed my A.A. Degree at Delta
College. I then completed my B.S. Degree at
University of San Francisco in 2001. After a brief
stint in Santa Cruz as a remodel contractor, I moved
to Napa and enrolled in the teacher credentialing
program at Sonoma State University. After completing my credential I substituted in all phases of
education in K-12 in the Napa Valley Uniﬁed
School District. For the past two years I have taught
third grade at Napa Valley Language Academy.
I am a guitar player/composer, writer and artist.
I enjoy the outdoors and I love to travel. My wife
Suzie and I share two daughters, two sons, and six
grandchildren.
I’m happy to have the opportunity to be teaching at Capell Valley Elementary School. I’m
impressed with the strong sense ofcommunity here

and I look forward to this coming school year.
Senior Center Helps Support Our Troops
“Cell Phones for Soldiers” is a recycling program which donates old cell phones to the Cell
Phone Recycling Center in Dexter, Michigan.
Proceeds from donated cell phones are used to purchase prepaid calling cards for American troops.
Effie Macholz will be collecting any old phones
that are dropped off at the Berryessa Senior Center
and forwarding them on to the recycling center.
This “Cell Phones for Soldiers” was started in
2004 by teens Brittany and Robbie Bergquist and
they have raised millions of dollars to help our
troops call home.
Senior CenterThanksgiving Potluck
The Thanksgiving potluck will be held on
Saturday, November 14 (due to a wedding reception being held on the 21st). The Center will provide a turkey, dressing and rolls. Those attending
should plan on bringing a side dish and if you
would like a dessert/appetizer as well. The festivities start at 6pm with dinner at 7pm. If you plan on
attending there is a signup sheet at the entrance to
the center. There will be a raffle for the Turkey
Dinner basket along with other items.

Spanish Flat Village Holiday Fun Faire
Come celebrate the season! Join the big holiday
party on Saturday, December 12th from 10:00 am 6:00 pm
Shop with local vendors for that special gift &…
Taste local wines with Sharon & Stefano at the
Cucina Italiana.
Check out the Christmas goodies with Marcia & the
girls at The Country Store.
Stop in for some Holiday Cheer with CeCe and find
out what’s happening with real estate in Northern
California.
Delight in browsing through antiques and collectables with Chris & Donna at The Hand Made Store.
Take a trip into the past with Carol as you tour
theBerryessa Valley Exhibit.

Santa will be here!
Have your picture taken with Santa (from 1:005:00). Bring your friends and join us for a fun day!
Vendors welcome!
Call for more information: Donna 707-927-6196 or
Marcia 707-966-1600
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Trails at Lake Hennessey
The Napa County Regional Park
and Open Space District is planning
nearly six miles of trails at Lake
Hennessey.
City of Napa officials are supporting public recreation at Lake
Hennessey, located 30 minutes from
Napa on Highway 128, as long as trails
are routed away from the reservoir that
supplies water to more than 75,000
people.
The first trails at Lake Hennessey
could be ready for public use by the
summer of 2011, said Dave Finigan,
president of the district’s board of
directors,
The Lake Hennessey trails would
begin at a new park, Moore Creek, a
673-acre property on Chiles-Pope
Valley Road purchased by the district a
year ago.
The district will need to complete
an environmental study and get a county use permit before it can start to build
facilities at Moore Creek. The Napa
City Council must also give the project
final approval.
Currently, the City of Napa allows
small boats on the lake, but prohibits
swimming and water skiing. The city
owns some 4,000 acres at Lake
Hennessey. The trails would be confined to land north of the reservoir. A
caretaker at Moore Creek would supervise the park.
The district wants the trails at
Moore Creek, Lake Hennessey and
Lake Milliken to be open to hikers,
equestrians and mountain bikers.
Once it has final approvals from
the county and city, the Park and Open
Space District will spend $50,000 to
open up Moore Creek and construct
one-third of a mile of trail connecting
the property to a dirt road at Lake
Hennessey.
The district bought the Moore
Creek property for $2.8 million, using a
$1.65 million grant from the state
Coastal Conservancy and state park
bond money.
Lost Wallet Found 28 Years
After Berryessa Crash
On a weekday in May 1981, Jeff
Boes, a senior at Vintage High School,
cut class and ran off with a bunch of
friends
to
Lake
Berryessa.
Unfortunattely his friend was driving
like a maniac, passing people on blind
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curves going 50 to 60 mph. Somewhere
For Sale: 2 Bedroom, Single-Wide Mobile Home
after passing Turtle Rock on Capell
Valley Road they went off a cliff.
$21,000 OBO
As the car flipped over, Boes
Stove & dishwasher. New central air and heat.
remembers seeing a dry creek bed
Newly painted interior. New double pane windows
below. He went through the front windCarpet only five years old.
shield before the roof of the car caved
New kitchen, new linoleum, reverse osmosis water purification system.
in. Somewhere during that scene from a
New roof and siding. Deck with spa.
car chase movie, his wallet flew out of
Owner will finance with $5,000 down - must have good credit.
his pants. The car was totaled. His
Will rent with option to buy.
friend had numerous broken bones. The
Home located at Capell Valley Estates, 6004 Monticello Road, Space 9
two were stuck in a gully.
Phone: 208-906-3670 or 707-927-4474
Transported to the Queen of the
Valley Hospital, Boes was told he
wouldn’t walk again. Eventually he
Dr. Seuss as Technical Writer
recovered, although he wore a halo and
other neck braces for months, he said. align="left">If a packet hits a pocket on a socket on a port,
As for his wallet, Boes figured it was and the bus is interrupted as a very last resort,
and the address of the memory makes your floppy disk abort,
long gone.
then the socket packet pocket has an error to report.
That was 28 years ago.
If your cursor finds a menu item followed by a dash,
This summer, Sherry Flippin of and the double-clicking icon puts your window in the trash,
Suisun City and her family, including and your data is corrupted 'cause the index doesn't hash,
daughter Sarah and father Bill Emhoff, then your situation's hopeless and your system's gonna crash!
decided to spend a day boating at Lake
Berryessa. After docking at the Capell If the label on the cable on the table at your house,
Cove boat launch that evening, Flippin says the network is connected to the button on your mouse,
and her daughter decided to take a look but your packets want to tunnel on another protocol,
that's repeatedly rejected by the printer down the hall,
along the water’s edge.
That’s when they saw the faded and your screen is all distorted by the side effects of gauss,
brown Velcro wallet. Picking it up and so your icons in the window are as wavy as a souse,
looking inside, Flippin and her daugh- then you may as well reboot and go out with a bang,
ter found old credit cards, a faded dri- 'cause as sure as I'm a poet, the sucker's gonna hang!
ver’s license and part of a $100 dollar When the copy of your floppy's getting sloppy on the disk,
bill. A key was tucked into a zipper And the microcode instructions cause unnecessary risc,
pouch. Amazingly, a AAA card, with a Then you have to flash your memory and you'll want to RAM your ROM
1981 expiration date, was in perfect Quicky turn off the computer and be sure to tell your mom!
condition. So was the name on the card:
Jeff Boes.
Searching on the Internet, Flippin
A little girl askedher mother
managed to locate Jeff’s sister-in-law, for a dollar to give to an old lady
Betsy Boes. Betsy Boes called Jeff in the park. Her mother was
Boes, who now lives in Windsor.
touched by the child's kindness
“She said a lady was trying to find and gave her the required sum.
me because she found my wallet at the
"There you are, my dear,"
At the Volunteer Fire Station
lake. I had no idea what she was talking said the mother. "But, tell me,
Next to Capell School
about. Finally, it dawned on him — the isn't the lady able to work any
off Hwy 128
wreck in 1981.
more?"
Reunited with his wallet, Boes recValley Christian Church is a Safe &
"Oh yes," came the reply.
Healthy place to learn about
ognized it instantly. “My first wallet. "She sells candy."
God’s plan for your life.
It’s unbelievable,” he said.
What is Boes going to do with the
Camping, Boating, Fishing
**********
wallet and contents? “I’m probably
Please come as you are and
going to frame it,” he said. “It’s my litworship Jesus with Us.
Q: What's the definition of a
tle miracle.”
Sunday Service at 10 A.M.
For
full
story
go
to: born loser?
Sunday
School for the Children.
http://www.napavalleyregister.com/arti
A: A stowaway on a
cles/2009/10/27/news/local/doc4ae66f
Pastor Randall Roach
kamikaze
plane.
02a0f4a166186554.txt
(707) 718-0995

(Editor’s Note: I just returned from Ensenada,
Mexico where I visited the “Mexican Wine
Country” in the Valle de Guadelupe. After driving
down miles of dirt roads (the rule, not the exception), there were some decent wines (L.A. Cetto)
and some that had a Lysol aftertaste (La Casa de
Dona Lupe).
The Evolution of Mexico's Wine Culture
By Steve Dryden
When I started writing in 2004 about the Baja
California wine country, there were seven official
wineries in the region of Valle de Guadalupe,
Ensenada and Santo Tomas. Today, there are nearly
forty official wineries, hundreds of artisan winemakers, and several new wineries in various stages
of construction and/or planning. And, the quality of
Mexican wines has evolved from drinkable to
good, with a handful qualifying as "world class."
Despite the fact that our wine industry is fighting regulation, quality control, and formulated standards of excellence, the overall quality of Mexican
wine is improving vastly. Some local winemakers
feel that Mexico is not ready to focus on guidelines
that would regulate the overall quality, but would
rather have "free rein" to experiment in more of an
artisan fashion.

Historically, this "artisan option" retards
growth in quality and hinders positioning on the
global market, but it may buy the industry some
time to be creative and explore their options. For
example, a lack of laws regulating wine quality and
standards has enabled visionary producers to experiment with traditional and international grape varieties in a variety of regions. In some ways Mexico
is still frying to define their wine industry, find the
correct varieties suitable for the region, and develop that certain character that captures the "essence
of the terroir." In other words, when you drink our
wine, you'd think, "oh yes, this is good and it's distinctly Mexican in expression."
As Mexico transitions away from a beer and
tequila drinking country toward more wine consumption, the industry have been blessed with a
higher demand for wine than wineries can supply.
This has led to a "boom" for many established
winemakers who sell entire vintages before they are

made, and has eliminated any desire to export their
wine into the global markets. Although with the
current economic downturn, many wineries are
now stuck with last year's inventory, and for the
first time, have experienced reduced sales. Up until
this point in time, many Mexican wines have been
overpriced (considering the quality) in comparison
to wines of similar quality from Chile, Argentina,
Spain. Here in Mexico, the law of supply and
demand had dictated the pricing.
The movement in creating high quality or premium wine began here in the late 1980's and is still
in various stages of emergence and evolution.
Mexican vineyards in the valleys of Guadalupe,
San Vicente, Santo Tomas, Redondo, Ojos Negro,
Tecate and other regions have the capability to produce superior grapes (when properly managed)
comparable to the best grape growing regions in the
world. The limitation in the past for producing premium wine has been a shortage of trained enologists (winemakers) in addition to a lack of modern
technology and equipment.
Of course, one major obstacle for economic
growth within the industry is the prohibitive taxes
of about 48 percent on each bottle of wine. But, one
important asset for winemakers here is that Mexico
is blessed with some mature, established vineyards
of high quality grapes. Some of these
plantings of European vine stocks go
back to 1888, 1910, 1939 and the
1940's. This supply of high quality,
mature grapes gives winemakers a
"jump start" in the quest for creating
premium wine.
Thus, a lack of superior grapes for
making quality wine is not a limitation
for Mexico, the hindrance to substantial progress has been due to high
taxes, a lack of quality control standards and trained winemakers. Recent
international gold medal awards for
wines made from grapes grown in Mexico
(processed in the US) confirms this assessment,
although many Mexican wines have faired well in
international competitions for several years, winning gold and silvers around the world.
There are about ten trained enologists working
within the Mexican wine industry today. Many are
internationally trained (three Ph.D.) in countries
like: France, Italy, Australia, Switzerland, Chile,
Argentina, United States, and Mexico.
Furthermore, the younger generation of aspiring
winemakers, has traveled and studied outside of
Mexico, returning to their homeland filled with
innovative ideas and techniques. The local UABC
University in Ensenada recently introduced classes
in winemaking and vineyard management, and a
small artisan winemaking school in Valle de
Guadalupe (La Escuelita) continues to introduce
the general population into the art form of creating
handmade wines.

Several graduates, from La Escuelita have
become “superstars” in the local artisan winemaking movement with the creation of excellent wine.
Lately, several well-known winemakers from
California have invested in Baja California vineyards with plans to make wine here, thus adding to
the excitement and recognition of the region.
Mexico's "silent revolution" in creating premium
wine is just beginning.
Two important elements will have major
impacts on the future of the Baja California wine
industry: a shortage of grapes and a critical lack of
water. In the last few years we've seen many new
vineyards popping up through the region. Total
annual wine production (nationally) is still under
two million cases per year, mostly due to the grape
shortage. For example, last year in 2008, there was
a serious grape shortage, prices were extremely
high per ton of grapes, and many winemakers had
to settle for what inferior grapes were leftover. This
grape shortage was one factor that sparked a recent
trend with local winemakers in buying vineyards in
Europe with the intent of importing the juice back
into Mexico for blending.
Then, we were hit with the economic downturn
creating a decrease in the demand for wine, a global glut of wine/grapes, and reduced pricing of wine
and grapes. In comparison, this last harvest (2009)
almost every varietal of grapes were for sale and
available to everyone at reduced prices. At this time
many serious winemakers are growing their own
grapes and managing estate vineyards to ensure a
regular supply of premium grapes.
The most critical factor for the future of grape
growing and winemaking in Mexico is the major
lack of water resources. In fact, it may well be the
demise of the industry. Last month one of the country's top hydrologists (water scientists) informed
me that in-depth research indicates that there is
only about ten years of water left in Valle de
Guadalupe. In the meantime, unregulated lot and
housing developments continue and illegal water
wells are being dug everyday in the valley. This
threatens the economic boom gained from the wine
industry because this valley produces the largest
perentage of wine grapes for the country, and without water it won't survive.
So far, nobody seem to be taking any preventive action, and it may well cost this country billions of pesos and millions of dollars that are created through the production of grapes, wine and related industries such as tourism, gourmet food, travel,
lodging and employment Most likely, Guadalupe
Valley will run out of water soon and will end up
being a convenient tourist "showcase" area for wine
tasting and lodging, while the wine industry itself
sneaks off to San Vicente, Santo Tomas and other
regions where water is more abundant. This would
be a major economic disaster for the entire country.
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November Birthdays

Share House Near Moskowite Corners

Walter Craddock 11/29

Full house access with kitchen privileges.
Private bedroom, bath, and shower.

Judy Lindsey
Linda Moreau 11/04
Elaine Rehmke 11/29
James Tschida 11/07
JoAnn Williams 11/30

Personal interview required. Drivers
license preferred but not required.
Call for an appointment: 707-256-3970,
leave message if no one answers.

Pope Valley School Halloween Party

Community Church of
Lake Berryessa
Located at 6008 Monticello Road
(Moskowite Corners)
For information please contact Bob Lee
Phone: 707-252-4488
Email: terribob@pacbell.net
Capell Valley School Fall Festival

Lions Club Bike Rodeo a Success Again!
On October 23rd, the Berryessa Lions Club held it's "Bill Kaye Annual
Bike Rodeo" dedicated to the loving memory of Charter Lion Bill Kaye.
Thanks to the generous donations of local businesses and community
members, the Lions Club was able to purchase fourteen bicycles. As in past
years, the bike rodeo was held at Pope Valley School and this year was
enhanced by the participation of Capell Valley School. We were able to
award a bike to a child from each class at both schools.
The Berryessa Lions Club would like express it's gratitude to the following whose continued support allows us to serve our community.
Bikes were donated by:
Dr. Tonya Watson who performs our annual eye exams
Pope Valley Winery and the Eakle family
Pope Valley Repair and Towing, Jeff Parady Owner
The Turtle Rock, Peter and Chavonne Leung owners (2 bikes)
The Berryessa Senior Center
Kastner Honda GMC, William Kastner jr. General Mgr
Pridmore Brothers Construction
Berryessa Boat Storage, Patrick & Judy Trihey owners
Lion Bill Oppenneer
Lion Chris La Combe
Lion Cheryl Silva
Lion Jim Raines
Lions Jim & Linda Tschida
We would also like to thank the faculty and staff at Pope Valley School
whose cooperation and enthusiasm helps make this yearly event possible.For
color photos go to www.LakeBerryessaNews.com.

Pridmore Storage
Boats ~ RVs ~ Trailers
Dry Storage Available
1305 Capell Valley
707-224-0682
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(Editor’s Note: Kate Rubins, the daughter of
Berryessa Highlands resident Jim Rubins, was chosen as a new astronaut trainee and was profiled in
the Lake Berryessa News several weeks ago. Kate
has just received the honor of being named one of
the 2009 Brilliant Ten by Popular Science
Magazine. Kate was a local student here years ago
and should be an inspiration to our present students.
The following is reprinted from Popular Science
Magazine)
The Flying Virus Hunter- Kate Rubins

Hybrid Wakeboard Boat for Lake Berryessa
Napa Sierra Club Ready to Order
Clean Water Act Epic 23e Hybrid Boat: Run
time: Up to 3 hours on batteries, plus 30 hours on
gas generator Recharge time: One hour Seats: 14
people Price: $150,000 Get it: epicboats.com

Spanish Flat Village Country Store & Deli
Open Sunday - Saturday from 6 AM to 6 PM
Deli: Chili Dogs, Hamburgers & Fresh Breakfast Sandwich
General Store: Beer ~ Wine ~ Bait & Tackle
Owner - Marcia Ritz
707-966-1600
FAX: 707-966-1602
Boaters like spray and sun in their face, not
exhaust. The first hybrid sport boat, courtesy of a
co-designer of the Aptera electric car, delivers
cleaner thrills.
Water resistance means that a 38mph boat
requires as much power as far-speedier cars, and
marine engineers have struggled to give a hybrid
enough oomph. Chris Anthony and his team boosted an electric motor to 268 horsepower, partly by
passing more cooling fluid over it to let it spin
ultra-fast without overheating. Lithium-ion batteries (2,200 pounds of them), stored under the floor,
feed the motor silently for up to three hours.
When they run low, a gas generator kicks in.
Even then, the system uses half the fuel (about three
gallons per hour) and spews half the emissions of
other wakeboard-ready motorboats, since the generator only needs to rev high enough to recharge the
battery, not to move the drivetrain itself.
Shipping in 2009, the Epic 23e has a waiting
list even at $150,000. Anthony expects the price to
drop closer to gas models within two years as batteries become more common and as fuel costs and
emissions limits turn the tide toward greener boating.
**********
A blonde walks into the hairdresser with headphones on. She asks the woman working there for a
haircut. The blonde sits down in the chair.
The woman takes the blonde's headphones off
and cuts her hair. At the end, the woman asks how
she likes her hair but, to her surprise the blonde is
dead! The woman picks up the headphones and listens.
She hears: “Breathe in...breathe out...breathe
in...breathe out."
**********
It was a really hot day and this blonde decided
she would go buy a coke. She went to the coke
machine and when she put her money in, a coke
came out - so she kept putting money in.
And since it was such a hot day, a line had
formed behind her. Finally, a guy on line said, "Will
you hurry up? We're all hot and thirsty!"
And the blonde said, "No way. I'm still winning!"

Marcia Ritz - Artist
www.MarciaRitz.com

4318 Knoxville Road in the Spanish Flat Village Center
Redneck Computer Lingo
Backup - What you do when you run across a skunk in the woods.

Hardcopy - Picture looked at when selecting tattoos.

Bug - The reason you give for calling in sick.

Internet - Where cafeteria workers put their hair.

Byte - What your pitbull done to cousin Jethro.

Keyboard - Where you hang the keys to the John Deere.

Chip - Pasture muffins that you try not to step in.

Mac - Big Bubba's favorite fast food.

Terminal - Time to call the undertaker.

Megahertz - How your head feels after 17 beers.

Crash - When you go to Junior's party uninvited.

Modem - What you do when the grass gets too high.

Digital - The art of counting on your fingers.

Mouse Pad - Where Mickey and Minnie live.

Diskette - Female Disco dancer.

Network - Scooping up a big fish before it breaks the line.

Fax - What you lie about to the IRS.

ROM - Where the pope lives.

Hacker - Uncle Leroy after 32 years of smoking.

Serial Port - A red wine you drink with breakfast.

J & R WILSON Ent.
Berryessa
Homes & Properties
Level Lakeview
Buildable Lot 80 x 103
$135,000
Berryessa Acreage
245 Acres
2 Parcels Side by Side
112 Acres &133 Acres
Both for $1,500,000
CALL AGENT AT
707-738-2278

SPANISH FLAT
MOBILE VILLA
Private Country Setting!
Relax and Enjoy
Country Living
Near Beautiful Lake Berryessa
The Only Privately-Owned Park
within Walking Distance to the Lake
Year-Round RV Spaces Available
Manufactured Home
Sites Available
All Within Walking Distance:
*Pool, Laundromat*
*Lake Access*
*Cucina Italiana Restaurant*
*Spanish Flat Country Store *
*Cantina Bar & Restaurant*

Call 707-966-1124

Lake View Properties: www.CVUInternational.com

Multiflasker: When she’s not doing research or
training for NASA, Kate Rubins manages her nonprofit, Congo Medical Relief, which she created to
deliver medical supplies to Africa.
As a kid, Kate Rubins dreamed of being an
astronaut and figured flying fighter jets would be
the best way to get to NASA. She even went to
space camp at age 12 to get a head start on her training. Then she learned the disappointing news that,
at the time, the pilot job was off-limits to women.
Secretly, her parents hoped their daughter
would choose a safer career, but by high school
Rubins had already set her sights on another perilous profession: hunting killer viruses. And this
time, there was no glass ceiling to hold her back.
Rubins published her first paper on HIV in 1999 as
an undergraduate at the University of California at
San Diego. In 2001, while a Ph.D. candidate at
Stanford University, she helped the U.S. Army
Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases
create the first animal model for testing smallpox, a
scourge that killed millions before its eradication in
1980.
Rubins’s work has made it possible to study
how the virus evades the immune system in living
tissue, a major step toward new medicine and vaccines should terrorists somehow get their hands on
one of the two known smallpox samples. It’s this
ability to make positive changes in the world that
motivates Rubins. “We have a responsibility as

researchers to help people,” she says.
After smallpox, Rubins quickly shifted her
attention to another scourge, monkeypox, which is
now reaching epidemic proportions in Africa. A
cousin to smallpox, the virus is endemic to monkeys and rodents, but it can jump to humans during
the slaughter or consumption of bush meat, causing
facial boils, blindness and even death. During her
tenure as a Whitehead fellow at MIT, Rubins spent
months in the remote jungles of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, eating the occasional meal of
grubs (her motto: “If people serve it, I eat it”), trying to figure out why the disease appears to be
spreading so quickly. The region’s underdeveloped
health infrastructure makes infection rates hard to
pin down, but an uptick in the number of cases suggests the virus is gaining strength.
To track the genetic evolution of monkeypox,
Rubins and her team collect and analyze DNA samples from volunteer patients. Because traditional
genetic-sequencing techniques can take weeks and
often churn out incomplete results, she helped
develop a faster, more accurate method. Typically,
scientists extract monkeypox from patient samples
and grow the virus on human or monkey cells. The
problem is that the virus can evolve in response to
its growth medium, so the final population of viruses may bear little resemblance to the ones that are
infecting people in Africa. Rubins’s idea was to
skip the tissue-culture step and instead rely on a
new high-powered DNA sequencer to amplify all
the genetic material. She then devised laboratory
protocols and algorithms to sort the monkeypox
from the human cells. The entire process takes less
than five days and generates what Rubins calls an
“obscene” amount of genetic data on the virus.
Today, the Air Force no longer bars female
fighter pilots. The policy changed in 1993, but by
then Rubins had already moved on. She’s never
been the type to sit around waiting for the tide to
turn. This fall, while her team continues its work in
Africa, Rubins will finally get the chance to live out
that childhood dream when she joins NASA’s 20th
astronaut class, training to becoming one of the first
people to fly the shuttle’s successor, the Orion.
Selected from thousands of candidates, she
says her full-throttle hobbies of skydiving and
scuba diving, not to mention her ability to thrive in
dangerous places, set her apart. When asked if she’s
nervous about the prospect of flying a new spaceship to the moon, Rubins smiles calmly. “Not at all.
I want to be the first person to fly it, right? I’m just
thrilled.” —Nicole Dyer

FOR SALE
2 Bedroom Single Wide Mobile Home:
$14,888
A very nice Single Wide 2bdrm/ 1 ½ bath.
Large deck off main bedroom.
Central heat, A/C, Nice Kitchen and interior.
Premium lot #26, next to clubhouse
and swimming pool.
Space rent $550 per month
plus utilities and assessments.
Seller financing available with $5,000
down & good credit.

RENT WITH OPTION TO PURCHASE
Above home is available with
Rent/Purchase Option.
Must have good credit and references.
One year lease, rent at $995/month
plus utilities
PART TIME JOB OPENING AVAILABLE
CLASS III WATER TREATMENT
OPERATOR
(OK IF YOU’RE A CLASS II AND STUDYING FOR TEST)

Family Park not affected by BOR resort closures

Capell Valley Estates MHP
@ The Moskowite Corners, Hwy 121 & 128
6004 Monticello Rd, Napa, CA
(925) 939-7444
Ecohouse@comcast.net

