2 Feds Final Folly: The Destruction fair-market value for its permanent
of Steele Park Resort:
Ten Years Later (2019)

As the Bureau of Reclamation’s Katrinalike process at Lake Berryessa lurched on
to an unknown resolution, local residents
and previous lake recreation users were
fed up with the Feds. Both Supervisor
Diane Dillon and Congressman Mike
Thompson were clearly frustrated by their
apparent helplessness to do anything
about Reclamation’s lack of progress in
signing the new contract for the five major
west shore resorts.

The Steele Park Resort contract was
especially important since it would have a
major impact on the water and sewer rates
for Berryessa Highlands residents which
appeared to be headed for a minimum 82%
increase by August, 2009.

facilities as well as for other property and
equipment it might want to keep. This
approach is actually codified in Public
Law 96-375: “…if a new concessionaire
assumes operation of the concession,
require that new concessionaire to pay fair
value for the permanent facilities to the
existing concessionaire.”

But this would mean that the entry cost for
any new concessionaire would be $32M.
They would then have to make major
capital improvements costing tens of
millions more. And all this for resorts that
had only produced a previous GROSS
annual revenue stream of about $12M. At
least $4M of that revenue had been rental
payments from the long-term mobile
home owners - essentially pure profit
since the resorts provided almost no
services to those tenants.

Four of the resorts had been closed since
Not only would any new owners be faced
the middle of summer. Steele Park was
with a major capital investment program,
shutting down soon and would be
but at the same time 37% of their pure
demolished during the next nine months.
profit was also eliminated. This is a tough
In several public statements, Reclamation financial nut to crack during a contract
claimed that there would be a smooth term set by Reclamation of only 30 years.
transition and recreation services would
Reclamation’s solution to this dilemma
be only minimally affected as the resorts
was to re-interpret Public Law 96-375
were all upgraded and improved.
and, despite it’s own appraisal, declare the
Tragicomically, this did not happened,
present facilities of no value to the
although the Reclamation refrain has
incoming concessionaire, and require the
remained, “We are making good progress
present resort owners to remove or
and expect the contract to be signed soon.”
demolish
everything,
including
Why did this happen? Follow the money. restaurants, motels, launch ramps, roads The table below shows the annual revenue back to bare ground.
of each of the five Pensus-designated
The Pensus Group LLC, Reclamation has
resorts - as well as its appraised value.
determined that all permanent facilities in
These figures are from public documents
your Resort concession area must be
that were part of the bid process.
removed by the end of the concession
Under normal circumstances in the contract.”
transition of a business ownership, the
The fallout from this debacle was very
new owner would pay the previous owner
damaging to the
local
Lake
Berryessa
community. The
resorts provided
hundreds of jobs.
Steele
Park
Resort had a
payroll of 50

people during its summer operations.

Operators Plan, which would have
accomplished the goals of improving all
When Steele Park essentially ceased most
the resorts without destroying them first.
operations, Capell Valley Elementary
School lost about 10 students, bringing its At least one of the bidders for the new
enrollment to less than 50 students. The concessions, the Lago Group, a
Napa Valley Unified School District consortium of the then current concession
prepared to close the local school and bus owners and local business people, would
the children to the City of Napa every day. have kept these five resorts open. But their
bid was apparently disqualified on a
But the closures also impacted many local
technicality.
and other Napa County businesses.
Favorite restaurants have lost 40% of their Steele Park Resort was arguably the best
business. Local service businesses have resort on the lake. It had one of the best
also lost 30%-40%, some up to 50%, of views from its older but well-kept
restaurant. The mobile homes blended
their revenue.
Just one closed resort, Rancho Monticello, with the environment with their subdued
has eliminated approximately $500,000 “Steele Park grey” mandatory color.
worth of purchases from local and They were well-maintained with
regional suppliers annually. This doesn’t expensive interior upgrades - some selling
include the loss to Reclamation of for up to $100,000 only 5 years
$105,000 per year in franchise fees from previously. Their owners would have
the resort.
given them to the new concessionaire for
The real tragedy is that none of this ever
had to happen. During the controversial
government process that led up to the
closures, two common-sense plans were
proposed, LBVSPT A+ and the Resort

free to be used as upscale short-term
rentals under the new contract. Instead
mobile home owners had to pay $3,000 to
$5,000 to demolish them and the
demolition continued at a swift pace.

Top Baby Names for 2018
Onion Headlines
The experts at Nameberry released their annual list of P Diddy Copyrights His Own Dance Move Called
top baby names, with Olivia and Atticus in the top “The Diddly Squat”.
spots yet again. New arrivals include Genevieve and
Mcdonalds Announces New Breakfast Sandwich That
Rose for girls and Finn for boys.
Includes Absolutely Nothing New.
Nameberry’s year-end popularity list is based on
which names attracted the most page views in 2018, Journalist Anxiously Waiting For Lettuce Industry To
out of a total of 250 million views. It’s a measure of Implode So He Can Use "Fall Of The Romaine
parents’ interest in baby names and a predictor of Empire" Headline.
which names will become more popular in the future. Studies show people pretty sure they know what
barometric pressure is all about.
While the latest national list measures 2017 popularity
(See list below.), Nameberry’s list gives a more Inside Facebook's Amazing Advertising Algorithm:
current sense of what parents are considering NOW.” Women Much More Likely To Buy Dresses Than
Men, Dog Owners Buy Vast Majority of Dog Food.
Below are the top 10 names for girls and boys:
Boys

Girls

Atticus
Milo
Jasper
Asher
Jack
Theodore
Silas
Wyatt
Henry
Finn

Olivia
Isla
Amara
Cora
Charlotte
Aurora
Amelia
Ava
Rose
Genevieve
**********

Top Baby Names for 2017
(Source: Social Security Administration)
Boys

Girls

Liam
Noah
William
James
Logan
Benjamin
Mason
Elijah
Oliver
Jacob
Lucas
Michael
Alexander
Ethan
Daniel
Matthew
Aiden
Henry

Emma
Olivia
Ava
Isabella
Sophia
Mia
Charlotte
Amelia
Evelyn
Abigail
Harper
Emily
Elizabeth
Avery
Sofia
Ella
Madison
Scarlett

‘Walking Dead’ Fans Split On Recent Harlem
Globetrotters Crossover Episode.
Woman Trying To Wean Self Off Coffee By
Switching To Long Island Iced Tea.
Man Spends Long Day At Work Waiting To Go Home
And Be Lonely.
Woman Who Hasn’t Bought Anything Recently
Wondering Why She's Suddenly Happy.
Mortician Always Keeps Hammer At Tableside Just
In Case One Comes Back To Life.
Woman Finds It Worrying That All New Boyfriend’s
Previous Relationships Ended In Breakups.
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6 generations 1 passion
Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11 AM to 5 PM
Monday to Thursday by appt: 707-963-0717
2950 Sage Canyon Road (HWay 128)
www.nicheliniwinery.com

Those who jump off a bridge in Paris are in Seine.
Dijon vu - the same mustard as before.
A hangover is the wrath of grapes.
Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?
Reading while sunbathing makes you well red.

Ryan Zinke Apologizes For Misuse Of Government
Funds By Sending Ethics Committee $160,000 Vase.
Study: Most Concussions Can Be Prevented By
Wearing Second Helmet.
Health Experts Say Tackle Football Poses Little Risk
For Children Whose Brains Already Don’t Work That
Well.
Nation Crisis: Shipping Tape Shortage Due To High
Volume Of Amazon Returns Post Christmas.
Local man flips between CNN and Fox News during
commercials in courageous show of bipartisanship.
"Millennials Are Killing The Economy By Being
Poor", Says Businessman Who's So Close To Getting
It.
Local College Sophomore Strongly Advocates For
Sophomoric Philosophical View, Remains Unaware
of Situation's Irony.
McDonald's Unveils New Premium McNuggets
Sourced From Individual Chickens.
Worcestershire Announces Plan To Add Two More
Silent Syllables To Name By 2020.
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